SH *bn Baker, Eookſeller, in * Noſter Row, hath 


lately publiſhed a ſcandalous Book, which he is aſham'd 
to put his Name to, calbd, The Voice of the Feople no Voice of God, 
which he calls an Anſwer to this Book. By F. 4. D. D. 
This is to give Notice, That the aforeſaid Book is not made 
by Dr. Fraucs Atterbury, and the putting in thoſe Letters 
in the Title, in Order to make People believe it was made 
by the Doctor, is a knaviſh Trick, and a Cheat upon the 
World, in Order to make it fell the Letter: But that the 
World may ſee how this Jacobite, or Abſolute Paſſive Obe- 
dience Author, perverts the Scriptures, to maintain his ſla- 
viſn Doctrine, I have here ſet down his own Words, as they 
are in Page 8, viz. When the Children of Iſrael deſired a King, 


* Samuel the Prophet tells them, He Shall take their Sons and Daug h- 


ters, their Fields, Vineyards and Olive Gardens, their Men and Vo- 
men Servants, their Corn, and their Cattle. Whereas Samuel told 
them, That be Will take your Sons, &c. as may be ſeen in 1 Sam. 
viii. v. 11. to the 17th. Let the World judge what Credit ought 
to be given toany Bcok which wreſts the Scriptures ſo abomina- 
bly : Several other Falfities are contained in the aforeſaid 
Book, which for want of Room, I omit. | 


A great Number of Titles, and the Contents of this Book, 
are Printed in a Small Character, on two Leaves of Paper; any 
Gentleman or Buokſeller, who is willing to — this 
Book, may have them Gratis to give and ſend to their Friends 
and Acquaintance. All Gentlemen that are willing to encou- 
rage ſo uſeful and neceſſary a Book, ſhall have Seven for Three 
Shillings, and Fifteen for Six Shillings. TY a 

Note, That there hath been Eight Thouſand of theſe Books 
fold of the three former Impreffions, in leſs than Seven Months. 

And that any Perſon may buy this Book, of moſt Bookſel- 
lers of London and Weſtminſter, and read it two Days for No. 
thing, provided they do not damage it. 0 
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An Account of the Britiſh Government, and the Rights and Priviledges of the 
People in the Time of the Saxons, and ſince the Conquelt. The Goteroment 
which God ordain'd orer the Children of Ic; and that all Magiſtrates and 


Governors proceed trom the People, by many Examples of Scripture aud Hi- 
ſtory, and the Duty of Magiſtrates from Scripture and Reaſon. Eleven Emperors, 
and above fifty Kings deprived for their evil Government. The Rights of the 
le and Parliament of Britain, to reſiſt and deprive their Kings tor evil 
Goverament, by King Henry's Charter, and by many Exampies. 

The Prophets and ancient Fews, Strangers td abſolute Paſive Obedience: Re- 
ſiſting of arbitrary Government is allow'd by ſeveral Examples 1a Scripture, 
by moſt Nations and by undeniable Reaſom , 

A large Account of the Revolution; with ſeveral Speeches, Declarations and 
A and the Names and Proceedings of Ten Biſhops, and abore Sixty 
Peers, coacern'd in the Revolution betore King Fames went out of Englund. 

een Elizabeth's Time ot the -Clerry in Convocation 


Several Declarations in Qu 
and the Parliament who aſſiſted, and juſtified the Scotch, French and Dutch, 


n reſiſting of their Evil and Peſtructive Princes. 


Recommended as os 1 to be kept in all Families, that their Cyildrexs Children may 
know the Birth-right, Liberty and Property belonging 10 an Engl {h-man. And 
that they may have a juſt Notion of Government and of Obedience, according to Scrip- 

ture, Law and undeniable Reaſon. = 4 


Written by a true Lover of the Queen and Country, who wrote in the Year 


1689. in Vindication of the Reyolution, in a Challenge to all Zacobites, which 
was anſwer d and Printed with a Reply annex'd to it; and who wrote in 
the Year 1690. againſt abſolate Paſſive-Obedience, and in Vindication ot the 
Rovolution; in a Challenge to Sir R. “ Eftrange, Dr. Sherlock, and eleven other 
Divines z to which no Anſwer ever was made, which Challenges a 1d Aniiver are 
to be ſeen in the firſt Volume of State Tracts in Folio, Printed in the Year 1705. 
who now challenges Dr. Hicks, Dr. Atterbury, Dr. ten, Mr. AMilborrne, 
Mr. Higgins, Mr. Leſley, Mr. Colliery Mr. Whaley and Mr. Tilly of Oxford, and t he 
great Champion, Dr. Sacbeverell, or any other Perſona to anſwer this Book- 
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| IT inſtituted by God, is circumſcribed and 
limited by him to be exerciſed according to the 
Laws of Nature, in Subſervancy to his own Glory, 
and the Benefit of Mankind. All Rules are confin'd 
by the Almighty and ſ —_— Soverelgn, to exert 
their governing Power for the promoting his Ser- 
vice and Honour, and to exerciſe their Authority 
for the Safety, Welfare, and Proſperity of thoſe 
over whom they ate eſtabliſhed. Tho' there were 
no previous Compacts and Agreements between 
Princes and People às to theſe, yet Princes would 
be oblig d to obſerve em, foraſmuch as they are 
ſettled and determined by the Law and Appoint- 
ment of the divine Legiſlator, and of the univerſal 
Soveraign. Whoſoever therefore refuſes to govern, 
in Subordination unto, and for God, and in order 
to the Protection and Benefit of the, Community, 
ceaſeth to anſwer the Ends unto which Magiſtracy 
was firſt inſtituted, and fot which rectoral Au- 
thority is eſtabliſhed over, and among Men. 


Nor is it in the Choice of Powet of any Svelety, at 
U theif 


S (2) 
+ their erecting the Forms of Government under 


which they are contented to live, and at their 
nominating the Ferſons to whom they commit 


the Right of adminiltring Juſtice towards, and 


over themſelves, and of withſtanding and aven- 
ging Injuries offered them by others, to enlarge 
and exrend the Power of thoſe whom they con- 


ſtitute their Rulers, beyond the Limits and Boun- 


daries by which God hath ſtated and confined Ma- 
giſtrates in the Charter of Nature and Revelation. 
Tho' Feople may both then, and afterwards 
abridge themſelves, as they think meet, in things 
under their own Diſpoſal, and either contract or 
enlarge the Ruler's Power, in reference to what 
they have a Right to retain or depart from, for 
the real or imagined Benefit of the Community; 
yet they can no ways interpoſe in the Diſpoſal 
of the Rights which belong unto God, and which 
he hath incommunicably reſerved to himſelf ; nor 
can they confer thoſe Meaſures and Degrees of 
Authority upon thoſe whom they ele& and ad- 
vance to Magiſtracy, which God hath antece- 
dently precluded the one from beſtowing, and 
the other from receiving, For Example, no Body, 
or Society of Men, can transfer a Power unto 
thoſe whom they ſele& and ſet apart from among 
themſelves to be Rulers over the Community; 
by Virtue whereof thoſe veſted with Magiſtratical 
Authority, can withdraw their Subjects from their 
Allegiance to God, or act arbitrarily in preſcri- 
bing and impoſing what Religion they pleaſe, or 
deſtroy the meaneſt Perſon, ſaving upon a pre- 
vious Crime, and a juſt Demerit. 

FJ. 2. No Man of common Senſe can imagine, 
that at the firſt Propagation of Mankind, there 


were 


— 


3) 
were ſuch Governments as are among us at this 
Time. But in thoſe Times each Father, without 
being ſubje& to any ſuperior Power, govern'd 
his Wife, Children and Servants, according to 
his Will and Pleaſure. Now it ſeems very pro- 
bable, that even at the Time of the Deluge, there 
was no Magiſtracy or civil Gonſtitution, but that 
the Government was lodg'd only in each Father 
of his Family: For it is ſcarce to be-imagin'd, that 
ſuch abominable Diſorders ſhould have been intro- 
dnc'd, where the Power of Magiſtracy and Laws 
was exercis'd; and it is obſervable, that after 
once the Rules of Government were conſtituted, 
we do not find Mankind in general, run into ſuch 
Enormities, of which God Almighty was oblig'd 
to purge the World by an univerſal Puniſhment. 
Puffendorfs Introduction to the Hiſtory of Europe, 
p. I. 

J. 3. Now God having, in the Inſtitution of 
Magiſtracy confined ſuch as ſhall be choſen Ru- 
lers, within no other Limits, in Reference to our 
civil Concerns, ſave that they are to govern for the 
good of thoſe over whom they come to be eſtab- 
liſhed ; it remains free and entire to the People at 
their firſt Erection of, and Submiſſion to Govern- 
ment, to preſcribe and define what ſhall be the 
Meaſures and Boundaries of the publick Good, 
and unto what Rules and Standerd the Magiſtrate 
ſhall be reſtrained, in order to his defending and 
promoting the Benefit of the Society of which he 
is created the civil and political Head. And every 
one being equally Maſter of his own Property 
and Liberty, antecedently to their Agreement 
with one another, and to the Compact of the 


Univerſality, or at leaſt of the Majority with him, 
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or thoſe whom they call to rule over them; it 
evidently follows, that thoſe who come to be 
cloathed with Magiſtracy, can lay Claim to no 
more Authority. over the Liberty, or pretend to 
no more Right in, and over the Property of that 
Body Politick, than what the Community con- 
ferr'd upon them, and doth voluntarily diveſt 
themſelves of, upon the Proſpet of che Ad- 
vantages ariſing to them from their living in So- 
cieties, and under Magiſtrates. We muſt ſuppoſe 
all Mankind to have been infatuated, if they 
ſhould have ſubmitted themſelves to the Juriſ- 
dition of one who had no antecedent Right to 
command them, meerly in Order to their being 
in a worſe Condition than they previouſly were. 
And therefore ſeeing the Power, Extent and La- 
titude of the Magiſtrate's Power muſt owe its Ori- 
ginal to ſome Grant of the People, it is incumbent 
upon him to prove and juſtifie the ſeveral Degrees 
and Meaſures of Authority and Prerogative which 
he pretends to claim. And what he cannot derive 
from ſome Conceſſion of the Society, muſt be 
acknowledg'd to remain ſtill veſted in the People, 
as their reſerved Privilege and Right. And what- 
ever injurious Power he aſſumes and exerciſes 
over em, which he cannot prove their Surrender 
of from themſelves unto him, argues not only his 
departing from the Compact betwixt him and 
the Community, by Virtue whereof he was 
ordained and created their Ruler, but it ren- 
ders him guilty of an Invaſion upon the Rights of 
the whole Society, and upon every individual 
Member of it. Force or Conqueſt give no juſt nor 
legal Title over a People, by which the Conqueror 
becomes their Magiſtrate, until they, by _ 
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Conſent either tacit, or explicit, declare their 
Submiſſion to, and acquieſcence in him, upon 
the beſt Terms which they can obtain, and that 
he is willing to grant, And as no civil Govern- 
ment is lawful, but what is founded upon Compact 
and Agreement between thoſe choſen to govern, 
and them who condeſcended to be governed; ſo 
the Articles upon which they firſt ſtipulate the 
one with the other, become the Fundamentals of 
the reſpective Conſtitutions of Nations, and to- 
gether with ſuperadded poſitive Laws, are both 
the Limits of the Ruler's Authority, and the 
Meaſures of the Subjects Obedience. To extend 
the Governor's Right to command, and Subjects 
Duty to obey, beyond the Laws of ones Country, 
is Treaſon againſt the Conſtituti on, and Treachery 
to the Society whereof we are Members: And 
to diſſolve the Tyes by which Princes ſtand con- 
fined, and overthrow the Hedges by which the 
reſerved Rights, Privileges and Properties of the 
Subjects are fenced about, tempts every Prince 
to become a Tyrant, and to make all his Sub- 
jects Slaves. All previous Agreements, Stipulations 
and Laws, are made inſiguificant by that perni- 
cious aud adulatory Doctrine of Non: reſiſl ance, 
when our Rights are arbitrarily invaded, and the 
Conſtitution, and Government openly attack'd: 
Such a Doctrine tricks and cheats thoſe that were 
antecedently [res into a Nooſe, and State of 
' Thraldom and Bondage, under the ſpecious and 
gilded Pretence of the divine Rights of Princes, 
I. 4. As it is by Virtue of Compacts, Stipu- 
lations, Compromiſes and Agreements, that all 
legal Governments have their Original and Eſtab- 


liſhment, that various and diſtin& Forms obtain = 
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different Countries, and that a Title and Right to 
exerciſe Authority, and the Method of arriving at 
it, is provided for and procur'd, ſo every Subjects 
Allegiance is firſt owing to the Conſtitution, and 
to the Ruler only, in the Force and Virtue of what 
every Member of the political Society is bound 
unto, by the Terms of theoriginal Pa& and Settle- 
ment. Abſtracting from the Conſtitution, and 
the Obligations which lays us under, no Man can 
challenge a Right of commanding us, nor do we 
owe him any Duty of Subjection and Obedience. 
Whoſoever he be that, under a Pretence of being 
conſtituted Sovereign, does invade and ſubvert 
the fundamental Laws of the Society, he does 
thereby, ipſo faFo, annul all the legal Right he 
had to govern, and abſolves all, who were before 
his Subjects, from the legal Engagements they were 
under of yeilding him Obedience; ſo that the im- 
mediate and natural Effect of a Prince's claiming 
what the Rules of the Conſtitution are ſo far from 
entituling him unto, that they preclude him from 
it, is the depriving himſelf of all Right to claim 
any thing, and a reſtoring of the People to their 
State and Condition of primitive Freedom; of 
which, as they only diveſted themſelves by and 
upon the Terms of the Conſtitution, ſo they did 
not depart from it any longer then that ſhould 
be kept ſacred and inviolable, nor any further than 
was covenanted and ſtipulated in, and by the. 
Terms and Agreements therein ſpecified and con- 
tained, And ſeeing it proceeds from the Efficacy 
of the forementioned Contracts, that one Perſon 
becomes advanced from the common Level, to 
the Title and Authority of a Sovereign, and that 
all others are by their own Conſent, put into the 
Con- 


CF 
Condition of Subjects, there doth ariſe from 
thence, not only a mutual Relation betwixt him 
thar governs, and them that are governed ; but 
the firſt and higheſt Treaſon is that which is com- 
mitted againſt the Conſtitution, and ſuch Crimes 
againſt the Perfon and, Dignity of the ſupreme 
Magiſtrate, are only made and declared to be ſo, 
by Reaſon of the Capacity he is put into by the 
Conſtitution, of preſerving and defending the So- 
ciety, and becauſe it is needful, in order to the 
Peace, Wellfare, and Safety of the Community, 
that he ſnould be covered from all Danger, and 
rendered ſacred in his Perſon, and inviolable in 
his regal Honour, while he anſwereth the Truſt 
which the People, upon their aſſembling and 
uniting, into a Body Politick, committed unto 
him, and does neither depart from the eſſential 
and fundamental Terms of the original Compact, 
nor from their neceſſary Proviſions afterwards ad- 
ded, and enacted for preſerving the Government 
in its primitive State and Frame. So that they 
neither are, nor can be Traytors who endeavour 
to preſerve and maintain the Conſtitution; but 
they are the Traytors who deſign and purſue the 
Subverſion of it: They are the Rebels who go 
about to overthrow the Government of their 
Country, whereas ſuch as ſeek to ſupport and 
defend it, are the truly loyal Perſons, and do act 
conformable to the Tyes and Obligation of Fealty. 
Nor is it meerly the firſt and higheſt Treaſon in it 
ſelf, that a Member of a political Society is capable 
of committing, to go about to ſubvert the Con- 
ſtitution; but it is alſo the greateſt Treaſon he can 
perpetrate againſt the Perſon, Crown and Dignity 
of the King; for ſuch an Endeavo ir both annuls 
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and vacates all his Title to Superiority over thoſe 


above whom he was exalted from the common 
Level, by Virtue of the Conſtitution, and deprives 
him of all rightful and legal Claim of rectoral 
Authority over the Society, by deſtroying the a- 
lone Foundation upon which it was erected, and 
bywhich he became veſted with it. By cancelling 
the Charter from which he deriveth and holdeth 
his governing Power, he not only makes his Title 
to Sovereignty precarious, but renders every 
Claim of that kind, and every Challenge of go- 
verning the Community, to be an Invaſion and 
Uſurpation. 

J. 5. To all which I will only further add un- 
der this Head, that as all legal Government is 
founded upon a mutual Stipulation and Compact, 
ſo the firſt and moſt abſolute Obligation ariſing 
from this Agreement, lies upon the Prince towards 
the People ; whereas the Fealty and Duty which 
by the ſaid Contract and Covenant they bind and 
engage themſelves unto towards him, is in Order 
but ſecondary and conditional Whenever any 
Perſon is choſen from the reſt of the Society, and 
raiſed to Kingſhip upon a foregoing and previous 
Contra& with the Community, he becomes upon 
the very accepting it bound abſolutely, and with- 
out Reſerve, to govern: them according to the 
Terms and Meaſures which they have agreed and 
ſtipulated, and to rule them by the Tenor of the 
Laws, unto which they have circumſcribed and 
confined him. Whereas all the Obedience and 
Fealty which they, who by that Agreement have 
render'd themſelves Subjects, owe unto their or- 
dained and created Sovereign, do derive their 
obligatory Power over them, and become due 
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unto him, upon his governing them according to 
the concerted and ſtipulated Conditions, and his 
preſerving unto them their reſerved Privileges, 
Liberties and Rights. 

J. 6. As Great Britain has been the moſt pro- 
vident and careful of all Countries in reſerving 
to it ſelf, upon the firſt Inftitution of, and Sub- 
miſſion to Regal Government, all ſuch Rights, 
Priviteges, Liberties, as were neceſſary to render 
it either renown'd, and honourable abroad, or 
- ſafe, happy and proſperous at Home; ſo it hath, 
with a Courage and Magnanimity peculiar unto it, 
maintain'd its Privileges, and Liberties thro* a 
long Series of Ages, and either re-afſur'd and 
ſecur'd them by new and ſupperadded Laws, when 
there were Endeavours to undermine and ſu 
plant them, or elſe have vindicated them with a 
generous Courage, even to the Depoſition and 
Abdication of treacherous, uſurping and tyran- 
nical Princes, when more gentle, mild and Sena- 
torian Methods were found weak and ineffectual 
to cover aud prote them to themſelves, and to 
convey and tranſmit them to ſuch as were to 
come after. The People of Britain have the ſame 
Title to, and Security for the Enjoyment of their 
Liberties and Properties, that our Kings have to 
their Crowns, or for Deſence of the Regal Dig- 
nity. For as they can plead nothing for what 
they enjoy or claim as Kings, but fundamental 
and poſitive Laws; ſo the Subjects Intereſt in his 
Liberty and Property is convey'd unto him, by 
the ſame Terms and Chanels, and fenced about 
with the ſame Hedges and Pales. Horn tells us 
in his Mirror, Chap. 1. That the Saxons having 
put an End to the Heptarchy, by Reaſon of the 
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continual Wars that attended the Reignine of ſo many 
Kings in ſo narrow a Compaſs of Land, they choſe 
tbemſelves ons King to maintain and defend their 
Perſons and Goods in Peace, by Rules of Law, and 
made him ſwear, that he ſhould be obedient to ſuffer 
| Right as well as his People ſhould be. For according 
to Bracton, Lib. 3. C. 9. The whole Power 4 the 
King of England is to do good, and not to do Hurt; 
nor can he do any thing 4 King, but what he can 
legally do. And as we know no King, but a King 
by Law; ſo we are aſſured by Forteſcue, Lib. 1. 
c. 8. and 3. c. 9. That he governs not his People by a 
Regal and an abſolute Power, but by a Politick, i. e. 
by limited Legal Power. Hence our Princes were 
and are bound to ſwear at their Coronation, That 
they would govern according to Law, and preſerve unto 
them all their Cuſtoms and Franchiſes ,(Stat.of Proviſ. 
25. Ed. 3.) Nor can we have a clearer Evidence of 
the legal Extent of the King's Authority, and of the 
Dimenſion of the Obedience which the Subject is 
bound unto, than that which we have in the Oath of 
Fealty, formerly taken by the Subject; namely, That 
he ſhould be obedient to all the King's Laws, and to 
every Precept and Proceſs proceeding from the ſame. 
(Wilkinss Treat. Coron. Gc. Court-Leet, Gc. p. 
140.) Nor is that unworthy our Obſervation, which 
Her. I. writ to the Pope, when attack'd by him 
about the Matter of Inveſtures, viz. That he could 
not diminiſh the Rights either of the Crown or of the 
Kingdom, and that if he ſhould be ſo abjedt and 
mean as to attempt it, the Barons and People of 
England, repreſented in Parliament, would not allow 
or permit it. Tis upon this Account affirm'd of 
an Engliſh King, That he can do no Wrong, becauſe 
be oan do nothing but what the Law impowers him. 
. For 


4 | 1 

For tho he hath all Things ſubjected to his Au- 
thority, while he acts according to Law, yet there 
is nothing left to his arbitrary Will. The ſeveral 
Charters, eſpecially that ſtiled The great Charter, 
in and by which our Rights ſtand ſecured, ſworn 
and entail'd unto us, and to our Poſterity; were 
not the Grants and Conceſſions of our Princes, 
but Recognitions of what we have reſerv'd unto 
our ſelves in the original Inſtitution of our Go- 
vernment, and of what had always appertain'd un- 
to us by common Law and immemorial Cuſtoms. 
And tho? theſe Privileges and Liberties cameto 
be more diſtinctly expreſſed, and ſignally ratify'd in 
the great Charter, then they had been before; yet 
they had not only been acknowledg'd and tranſ- 
mirted down in the Laws of Edward the Confeſſor, 
as the Birth-right of every Engliſpman; which alſo, 
William, the firſt Norman King ratified as ſuch: 
But they had long before been colle&ed into a 
Body by King Edgar the Saxon, and were only 
revis'd, repeated and confirm'd by the Confeſſor. 
But amongſt all the Rights and Privileges ap- 
pertaining unto us, that of having a Share in the 
Legiſlation, and being to be govern'd by ſuch 
Laws as we our ſelves ſhall chuſe, is the moſt 
fundamental and eſſential, as well as the moſt 
advantageous and beneficial : For thereby we are 
enabled to make ſuch ſucceſſive and continual 
Proviſions, as to the Preſervation of the Society, 
and the promoting either the temporal or eternal 
Welfare of the Subject, ſhall be found needful 
or expedient. And as by our being poſſeſſed of 
ſo great a Portion of the Legiſlative Power, and 
by our having a Right by ſeveral poſitive Laws 
to annual Parliaments, we can both relieve our 
ſelves 
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ſelves from and againſt every hin that either 
threatneth, endangereth, or oppreſſeth us; and 
furniſh, and accomodate the whole Community 
with all legal Succours and Means that are ne- 
ceſſary for Peace, Preſervation and Proſperity ; ſo 
herein lies our ſignal Advantage and Felicity, that 
what we. become intereſted in by a poſitive and 
Statute Law, it doth thereby and from thence, be- 
come a Part of our Right aud Property, and not 
to be wreſted again from us but by our own Con- 
ſent. For as Bractos (ſaith, Lib. 1. C. 2. (tho' 
it be alſo one of the firſt Dictates of Reaſon and 
common Senſe) Laws can neither be altered nor 
vacated, ſave by the Conſent and Concurrence of 
the ſame Authority by which they were made 


and enacted. Tis true that the executive Part of 


the Government is, both by our Common and 
Statute Laws convey'd unto, and veſted in the 
King, but at the ſame Time there is ſufficient Pro- 
viſion made, both in the Terms of our Conſtitu- 
tion, and in our Parliamentary Acts, to prevent 
this from being hurtful unto us, unleſs our Sove- 
— become guilty both of the higheſt Treachery, 
and withal make an Invaſion upon, and endeav- 
our the Subverſion of the whole Government. A 
Right of overleeing the Execution of the Laws, 
being a Prerogative inſeperable from the Office of 
the ſupreme Magiſtrate, becauſe the very Ends 
to which he was cloathed with rectoral Authority 
and for which he is deſigned and eſtabliſhed, are 
the Conſervation of the publick Peace, and the 
Adminiſtration of Jaſtice, towards and among the 
Members of the Body Politick. All that could 
be expected from the Wiſdom of our Anceſtors, 
or practicable by them, either upon the * In- 

| itu- 


ſtitution of civil Government, or upon their after 


Improvements, and farther Regulations of it, was 
to direct, limit, and reſtrain his executive Power 
committed unto the Sovereign, and to make him 
and his ſubordinate Miniſters accountable, in Caſe 
they ſhould deny, delay, or pervert Juſtice, or 
be found chargeable with Male-Adminiſtration of 
the Laws. Now, never were a People more pro- 
vident as to all theſe, than our Predeceſſors and 
Anceſtors have been, Foras they have left nothing 
to the Kings private Diſcretion, much leſs to his 
Arbitrary Will, but have aſſign'd him the Laws 


as the Rules and Meaſures he is to govern by; ſo 


they not only delegated it unto him, as a Truſt 
which he is to ſwear faithfully to perform, but 


they always reſerv'd a Liberty, Right and Power 


unto themſelves of inſpecting his Adminiſtration, 
making him reſponſable for it, and of abdicating 
him from the Sovereignty upon univerſal and 
egregious Failures in the Truſt that had been cre- 
dited and confign'd unto him. Of this we have 
indiſputable Evidence in the Articles advanc'd 
in Parliament againſt R. II. when he was depos d 
from the Throne, and had the Scepter taken our 
of his Hand. Yea, to prevent all Dangers which 
might befall the Subject, thro” the King's being 
truſted with the executive Power of the Govern- 
ment, he is not by our Conſtitution allow'd to 
do any thing in his own Perſon ; nay, not ſo much 
as to draw and ſeal the Commiſſion of thoſe that 
are to act in his Name, and under him. And as 
nothing is accounted in our Government a Com- 
miſſion, but what the Law achorizes and war- 
rants; ſo he is liable to be proceeded againſt, 2s 
the higheſt Criminal, that preſumeth to act in the 


Virtue | 
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Virtue of any. other. An illegal Commiſſion is 
ſo far from conveying a Power unto any Man to 
act, that it is a greater Crime to do any thing u 
on the imaginary Authority of it, than it would 
to commit the ſame Fact, without all colour and 
Pretence of Power and Warrant. Seeing the 
Injury of the one Caſe doth not affect and ter- 
minate in him that receives it; whereas in the 
other it affects both the King, the Government, 
and the whole Body of the People. And as if it 
were not enough to ſecure us from an ill Uſe of 
the executive Power lodged in the King, that all 
the Commiſſions ifſuable from him are to be legal, 
or otherwiſe to be accounted null ; even they 
who ſtand warranted and impowered to act by 
legal Commiſſions are not only to be ſworn to 
execute them legally, but are obnoxious to be 
puniſhed for every thing they do upon them, that 
deviates from the Meaſures of the Law. And as 
tis the Duty, and hath been the Practice of thoſe 
Princes who have been faithful to the Truſt re- 
ſed in them, regardful of their own Honour, 
and juſt to the Kingdom, to puniſh their Officers 
and Miniſters for Malverſation, and for departing 
in their Adminiſtration from the Rules of our 
common and Statute Laws; witneſs King Alfred, 
who cauſed forty four Juſtices to be hanged in 
one Year for illegal, falſe, and corrupt Judgments : 
So it belongeth to our Parliaments, as being one 
of the great Ends as well as Reaſons, for which 
they ought to be frequently called and aſſem- 
bled, to enquire into, and to puniſh the Crimes 
of Judges and all others employ'd by, and un- 
| der the King, in the executive Part of the Go- 
vernment, From hence it is, that as the Houſe of 
| 3 Com- 
| 
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Commons, among other Capacities in which they 
fit and act, are by the Conſtitution to be the | 
great Inqueſt of the Kingdom, to ſearch into all |! 
the Oppreſſions and Injuſtice of the King's Mini- 1 
ſters ; ſo the Houſe of Lords, among their ſeveral | 
other Rights and Priviledges, ſtand clothed with | 
the Power and Authority of the High Court of || 
Judicature of the Nation, who are to puniſh thoſe | 
who have misbehaved themſelves in all Courts, | 
as well as thoſe to whom inferiour Courts have | 
either connived at, or have been ſo wicked as un- = 
righteouſly to juſtify. Of this all Ages afford us | 
Precedents, and nothing but the Neglect of this, 
in not making ſo frequent and ſignal Examples of | 
Parliamentary Juſtice, among the Miniſterial Diſ- | 
penſers of our Laws, and the Officers of our late l 
Kings, as our Anceſtors uſed to do, hath bern the 
Encovragement and Cauſe of ſo many Uſurpations 
and Invaſions of the Laws, Immunities, Rights and 
Privileges of the Nation. | 
J. 7. There being no natural or divine Law 
for any Form of Government, or that one Per- 
ſon rather than another ſhould have: the ſove- 
reign Adminiſtration of Affairs, or have Power 
over many thouſand different Families, who are 
by Nature all equal, being of the ſame Rank, 
promiſcuouſly born to the ſame Advantages cf 
Nature, and to the Uſe of the ſame common 
Faculties; therefore Mankind is at Liberty to chuſe 
what Form of Government they like beſt. Can 
any Man ſuppoſe that God was not as much con- 
cern'd for [taly, when it had but one Prirce, 
as now, when it has ſo many; and the like with 
Germany, and alſo with Switzerland, which was 
once one Commonwealth under the Dukes and 
Mar- 
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Marqueſſes of Auſtria, and now divided into thir- 
teen Cantons, or Commonwealths, under po- 
pular Magiſtrates of their own ? Exgland was firſt a 
Monarchy under the Britains, and then a Province 
under the Romans, and after that divided into 
Seven Kingdoms at ance, under the Saxons, and 
and after them of the Daene and then the Nor- 
mans, and now a Monarchy again under the Exg- 
liſh, and all this by God's Providence, or Per- 
miſſion, who ſuffered his own peculiar People, 
the Jews, to be under diveis Manner of Go. 
vernments at divers Times ; at firſt under Pa- 
triarchs, Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob; then undet 
Captains, Moſes, Joſhua, &c. then under Judges, 
Othriel, Ehud and Gideon; then under High- 
Prieſts, Eli and Samuel; then under Kings, Saul, 
David, and the Reſt; then under Captains and 
High - Prieſts again, as Zerobabel, Judas Macebens, 
and his Brethren, until the Government was laſt. 
ly taken from them, and they brought under the 
Power of the Romans. And that God does ap- 
prove of, or permit ſuch Magiſtrate or Magi- 
ſtrates, the Community thinks fit to appoint, is 
plain by the Teſtimony of holy Scriptufe; when 
God ſaid to Solomon, By me Kings rule, and No- 
bles, ever all the Judges of the Earth, Prov. 8. 16. 
that is, by his Permiſſion they govern, tho' cho- 
ſen by the People. | 
J. 8. All politick Societies began from a vo- 
luntary Union and mutual Agreement of Men; 
freely acting in the Choice of the Governours, 
and Forms of Government. 
J. 9. The Safety of the People is the ſupreme 
Law, and what they by common Conſent have 


enacted only for the publick Safety, they, may 
| without 
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without any Obſtacle, alter, when Things require 
it, by the like common Conſent, 

T. ro, The rightful Power of making Laws 
to command whole politick Societies of Men 
belongeth ſo properly unto the ſame entire Soci- 
eties, that for any Prince, or Potentate, of what 
kind ſoever upon Earth, to exerciſe the ſame of 
himſelf, and not by expreſs Commiſſion imme- 
diately and perſonally received from God, or 
elſe by Authority derived at firſt by their Con- 
ſent, upon whoſe Perſons they impoſe Laws, 
it is no better than meer Tyranny, Laws they 
are not therefore which publick Approbation 
hath not made ſo, Hooker's Eccl. Pol. I. 1. S. 10. 
T. 11. Whoſoever (ſays Ariſtotle) is govern d by 
75 * without a Law, is govern'd by Man and 

4 ca . ; 

T. 12. Ariſtotle ſaith, That the whole Kingdom, 
City or Family, is more excellent, and to be preferr'd 
before any Part or Member thereof. 

J. 13. By the Law of Nature, Salas Populi, 
the Welfare of the People is both the ſupreme 
and firſt Law in Government, and the Scope 
and End of all other Laws, and of Government 
it ſelf, becauſe the Safety of the Body Politick is 
ever to be preferr'd before any one Perſon what- 
ſoever. n 
J. 14. No human Law is binding which is 
contrary to Scripture, or the general Laws of 
Nature. 

T. 25. Religion doth not overthrow Nature, 
whoſe chiefeſt Principle is to preſerve her ſelf. 

J. 16. As Magiſtrates were deſigned for the 
publick Good, ſo the Obligation to them muſt 
be underſtood, as to Fs ſtill in Subordina- 

tion 
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tion to the main End; for the Reaſon of all 


Law and Government is the publick Good. 


J. 17. A juſt Governor, for the Benefit of 


the People, is more careful of the publick Good 


and Welfare, than of his own private Advantage. 
T. 18. The Power that is lodged in the Crown 
is only a Truſt, and nothing more; for no Prince 
has any other Right to the Throne, than what 
the Laws of the Land, or Voice of the People 
gives him; for he cannot have a Right by Na- 
ture ;*he has no more Power or Authority from 
God, before he is a Magiſtrate, than another 
Man; all Men are ordain'd of God, and have 
Power or Strength from him, either to do Good 
or Evil, and God Almighty permits them to do 
either. The Prince has his Authority from the 
People, or the Law, which chuſes or appoints 
him to be ſupreme, of which he is only Execu- 
tor, during the Intervals of Parliament. The 
Law is the Rule and Power of his Government, 
(and the Meaſures of the Peoples Submiſſion and 
Obedience) beyond which he hath no juſt or 
rightfal Power in his politick Capacity. | 
J. 19. The ſupreme Authority of a Nation 
belongs to thoſe who have the legiſlative Autho- 
rity reſerv'd to them, and not only in thoſe who 
have the executive, which is plainly a Truſt, 
when it is ſeparated from the legiſlative Power; 
and all Truſts, by their Nature, import, that 
thoſe to whom they are given are accountable, 
tho' no ſuch Condition is ſpecified. _ © 
T. 20. All that know any thing of Britain, 
know that the Government of it is a mixed limi- 
ted Monarchy, where the ſupreme Power is di- 
vided equally between the King and People * e. 
| | the + 
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the Lords and Commons) ſince he can neither 
raiſe Money, nor make, or annul Laws without 
them, and thoſe Laws are a Rule to both, a 
common Meaſure to him of his Power, and to 
them of their Obedience; the Government is 
call'd a Monarchy, becauſe that Kind is predo- 
minant in the Conſtitution, the King having his 
Share in the ſupreme Power, and the chief exe- 
cutive Part or Adminiſtration is ſingly in him. 

J. 21. There muſt be in every Government a 
Power to preſerve it ſelf, not only againſt Force 
from without, but againſt Violence, and every 
thing elſe that is deſtructive, from within > As a 
Man preſerves his Perſon from Diſeaſes, as well 
as defends it againſt Violence. He cannot re- 
nounce this Power, becauſe Self-Preſervation is, 
and will always be a Duty, neither can a Peo- 
ple united in Society, or Government, renounce 
the Power of maintaining that Society or Go- 
vernment, the Inſtrument of their Safety and 
Preſervation; for the Condition of all Subjects 
would be alike, whether under abſolute or limi- 
ted Government, if it were not lawful to main- 
tain and preſerve thoſe Limitations, ſince Will 
and Pleaſure, and not Law, wou'd be alike in 
both the Meaſure of Obedience; for to have 
Liberties and Privileges, unleſs they may be de- 
fended, and to have none at all, is the ſame thing 
as to be govern'd by meer Will aud Pleaſure of 
by Laws ſubject to that Will and Pleaſure. 

FJ. 22. Laws and Oaths in limited Govetn- 
ments are Ties upon King and People, and muſt 
be interpreted according to the Nature of the Go- 
vertiment, ſo as to prove Fences for the Conſtitu- 
tion, and not to — Handles to W 
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as the Coronation Oath, and Oath of Allegl- 
ance are, in Effect, but ſwearing to the Conſti- 
tution, in one to govern, and in the other to be 
I according to it. But if a Coronation 

ath be a Tie upon a King only to God, and the 
Oath of Allegiance be extended to an abſolute - 
Subjection, then both King and People ſwear. 
againſt the Conſtitution, inſtead of ſwearing to 
maintain it as they ought to do. Pa 

T. 23. The Laws are the Nerves and Sinews 
of Societies; and as the Magiſtrate is above the 
People in his legal Capacity, ſo is the Law above 
the Magiſtrate, or elſe there cou'd be no Safety 


| 


to the Conſtitution. | 


J. 24. He who makes himſelf above all Law, 
is no Member of a Commonwealth, but a meer 
Tyrant whenever he pleaſes. - 

T. 25. He who is for deſtroying the Being of 
another, hath quitted (or has not) the Reafon 
which God hath given to be the Rule (betwixt 
Man and Man) of Juſtice and Equity, and hath 
put himſelf into the State of War with the other, 
and is as noxious as any ſavage Beaſt that ſeeks 
his Deſtruction. | TOO | 

J. 26. No Man in civil Society can be ex- 
empted from the Laws of it: For if there be no 
Appeal on Earth, for Redreſs or Security againſt 
the greateſt Miſchiefs the Prince may do, or cauſe 
to be done by others, then every Man in that So- 
ciety is in a State of Nature with reſpe& to him 
or thoſe others. , 

J. 27. The Principles of natural Religion give 
thoſe who are in Authority no Power at all, but 
only ſecures them in the Poſſeſſion of that which 
ts theirs by the Laws of the Country. q.:2 

28. 
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T. 28. Abfolute Monarchy is inconſiſtent with 
civil Society; and therefore can be no Form of 
civil Government, which is to remedy the Incon- 
veniences of the State of Nature. 

T. 29. No Mah, or Society of Men, have Pow- 
er to deliver up their Preſervation, or the Means 
of it, to the abſolute Will of any Man, and they 
will have always a Right to preſerve what they 
have not Power to part with. - 

FJ. 30. No Power can exempt Princes from the 
Obligation to the eternal Laws of God and Na- 
ture, In all Diſputes between Power and Liberty, 
Power mult always be proved, but Liberty proves 
it ſelf; the one being founded on poſitive Law, 
the other upon the Law of Nature. 

T. 31. If a Magiſtrate, notwithſtanding all 
Laws made for the well governing a Community 
will a& deſtructive to that Community, they are 
diſcharged, either from active or paſſive Obedi- 
ence, and indiſpenſibly obliged by the Law of Na- 
ture to Reſiſtance, | 

J. 32. If a Man may be a Wolf to a Man, no- 
thing forbids but that a Man may be a God to a 
Man. Therefore Antiquity hath enrolled Hercu- 
les among the Number of the Gods, becauſe he 

uniſhed Byſris, Diomedes, and other Tyrants, the 
eſts of Mankind, and Monſters of the World. The 
Roman Empire, as long as it ſtood free, was ſtiled 
Patrocinium orbis Terre, by Cicero, becauſe the 
Senate was the Haven and Refuge of Kings, and of 
oppreſſed Kingdoms and Nations. | 

J. 33. The ſame Reaſon that obliges People 
to ſubmit to Governours and Magiſtrates when 
they govern according to the .Laws and Conſtitu- 
tion of the Country, and a& for the Good of 
the Society, does as much oblige the People to 
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ppoſe them, if they defign their Ruin and De- 
ate, it cannot be ſuppoſed that God who 
has obliged Mankind to preſerve their Lives, 
and conſequently to uſe the Means that are ne- 
ceſſary to that End, ſhould require People to 
ſuffer themſelves to be deſtroyed, or made Slaves, 
to gratify the Luſt or Barbarity of any fingle 
Perfon, or a few who are by Nature their E- 
quals, and only above them by being in an Office 
which the People erected for their own Conve- 
nience. - 

T. 34. When the Chriſtian Religion is become 
a Part of the Subjects Property by the Laws and 
Conſtitution of the Country; then it is to be 
conſidered as one of their principal Rights: And 
ſo may be defended as well as any other civil 
Right. 

J. 35. That Cauſe is juſt which defends the 
Laws; which protects the common Good ; which 
preſerves the State: And that Cauſe is unjuſt 
which violates the Laws; defends the Breakers 
of the Laws; protects the Subverters of the Con- 
ſtitution. That is juſt which does deſtroy Ty- 
rannical Government: That unjuſt which would 
aboliſh juſt Government. | 
J. 36. What can be more abſurd than to ſay, 
That there 3s an abſolute Subject ian due to a Prince, 
to whom the Laws of God, Nature, and the Conntry, 
have not given Authority? As if ſuch Men were as 
fo many Herds of Cattle, or Beaſts of Burden, 
made for the Prince's Uſe. 

J. 37. The Reign of a good King reſembles 
that of Heaven, over which there is but one God; 
for he is no leſs beloved of the virtuous, than 
feared of the bad : And if human Frailty — 
. A2dmit 
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admit a Succeſſion of good Kings, their Co- 


vernment would be preferable to all others. 

T. 38. 'Tis not the Title of a King, but the Power 
(derived from the Laws) wherewith he is inveſt- 
ed, which makes the Difference betwixt him and 
other Men. His Perſon is ſacred, and not to be 
reſiſted, he being above every Member contained 
in the ſame Society, and therefore cannot be re- 
ſiſted. or deprived of his Office, without the great- 
eſt Sin of Robbery and Injuſtice * imaginable, 
whilſt he continues the King, and becomes not 
the Enemy of his Kingdom. 

T. 39. The Government which God ordained 
over the Children of Iſrael confiſted of three 

Parts, beſides the Magiſtrates of the ſeveral Tribes 
and Cities. They had a chief Magiſtrate, who 
was called Judge or Captain, as Joſbua, Gideon 
and others, a Council of 70 choſen Men, and 
the general Aſſemblies of the People, and theſe 
Judges or Captains had not the Name or Power 
of Kings, neither was their Power tranſmitted to 
their Children, but made occaſionaly as Need re- 
quired. Thus were Ehud, Gideon, Jepththah, and 
others ſet up:  Whoſoever will give Battle (ſay the 


People and Princes of Gilead) to the Children of 
Ammon, ſhall be Head over all the Inhabitants of 


Gilead, Judg. x. 18. And knowing Jepththah 10 
be « mighty Man of Valour, tho he was the Son of 4 
Harlot, the People made him Head and Captain over 
them, Judg. xi. 1, 11. When the Tribes of Rex- 
ben, Gad, and half that of Manaſſeb, had built 
an Altar by Jordan, the whole Congregation of 
the Children of [ſrae! gathered together ar Shiloh 
to go up to War againſt them, and ſent Phineas 
the Prieſt and ten Princes of the Congregation, of 
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each chief Houſe a Prince throughout all the Tribes 
of Iſrael, who were Heads of Thouſands, and this 
Meſſage was not directed to one Man, but to all 
the Children of Reuben, Gad, and Manaſſeb. And 
the Anſwer was ſent by them all, and Phiness 
and the ten Princes made their Report to the 
People of Iſrael, and all was quiet, Foſh. xxii. 
And the like Aſſembly Jeſbua called to Sechem, 
compoſed of all the People or Tribes of [ſrael, 
and he called for their Elders, their Heads of Fa- 
milies, their Judges, and other Officers, and Joſbue 
ſpake unto all the People, and they agreeing to 
what he propoſed, he made a Covenant and Law 
with them before the Lord, which was written 
in the Book of the Law, Joſh. xxiv. 

J. 40. After Joſhna's Death the Proceedings of 
every Tribe were grounded upon Councils taken at 
ſach Aſſemblies among themſelves for their own 
Concernments, as appears by the Actions of Ju- 
dah and Simeon, &c. againſt the Canaanites. 

FJ. 4t. When the Sons of Samuel were Judges 
over Iſrael, they took Bribes and perverted Judg- 
ment, therefore the Elders of Jrael defired Samuel 
to make them a King, and tho' the Elders are on- 
ly mentioned to have asked a King of Samuel, they 
ſeem to have been deputed from the whole Con- 
gregation, for God ſaid unto Samuel, Hearken to 
the Voice of the People in all that they ſay unto thee, 
1 Sam. viii. 4, 7. The Fews in their creating of 
Judges, Kings or other Magiſtrates, had no Re- 
gard to Paternity, or to any who by Extraction 
could in the leaſt pretend to the Right of Fathers. 
God did never dire& them to do it, nor reprove 
them for neglecting it; if. they would chuſe a 
King, he commanded them to chuſe one of their 
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\ Brethren, ( not one who called himſelf Father) 
and to chuſe him by Lot, and cauſed the Lot to 
fall upon Saul, a Young Man (who was the Kee- 
per of his Father's Aſſes) of the youngeſt Tribe : 
David and the other Kings of Iſrael and Judab, 
had no more to ſay for themſelves in that Point 
than Saul: All the Kings of that Nation before 


and after the Captivity, ordinarily or extraordi- 


narily ſet up, juſtly or unjuſtly, were raiſed with- 
out any Regard to any Prerogative they could 
claim or arrogate to themſelves on that Account. 
All that they had therefore was from the People 
that elevated them. 'Twas impoſſible for them 
to confer any thing upon thoſe from whom they 
received all they had; or for the People to give 
Power to Kings, if they had it not in themſelves; 
which Power univerſally reſiding in every one, 
is that which we call Liberty. When God gave 
Liberty to his People to make a King, he did nei- 
ther conſtitute or ele& any till they deſired it, nor 
commanded them to do it themſelves, but left it 
to their own free Will, whether they would have 
a King or no King; nor were they appointed 
to take him out of any Line: Every Iſraelite 
might be choſen: None but Strangers were 
excluded; and the People were left to the 
Liberty of chuſing and inſtituting any one of 
their Brethren, who was commanded not to 
multiply unto himſelf Horſes nor Wives, nor 
greatly to multiply to himſelf Silver and Gold, 
and this Law he was to keep in a Book, that 
his Heart might not be lifted up above his 
Brethren, Deut. 17. But the whole Hiſta- 
ry of the Jem ſhews the Pride, Magnificence, 

Pomp, 
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Pomp and Glory uſurped by their Kings, was ut- 
terly contrary to the Will of God. They did 
lift up their Hearts above their Brethren, which 
was forbidden by the Law of God. 

J. 42. And Joſephw paraphraſing upon that 
Place, ſays, They ſhall do nothing without the 
Advice of the Sanbedrim, or if they do, they ſhall 
' oppoſe them. Fofſ. Ant. Jud. This agrees with 
the Confeſſion of Zedekiah, to the Prinees (which 
was the Sanhedrim) The King can do nothing with- 
ont you, Jer. xxxviii. which ſeems to have been in 
Purſuance of the Law of that Kingdom, which 
was written in a Book, and laid up before the 
Lord; they were not to govern by their own 
Will, but according to that Law from which they 
might not receed. This was the Law of God, 
not to be abrogated by Man; a Law of Liberty; 
directly oppoſite to the Neceſſity of ſubmitting 


to the Will of any one Man. 
J. 43. 1 Sam. viii. 9, 22. God bids Samuel 


'Hearken to the Voice of the People, and make 
them a King; and Samuel told the People the Man- 
wer of the Kingdom, and wrote it in a Book, and 
laid it up before the Lord, 1 Sam. x. 25. Tis plain 
the Manner of the Kingdom ſignifies the Conſti- 
tution of the Government, by which was meant 
the Conditions on which Saul was to be King, 
and they his Subjects; for tho' God had given 
him the Crown, it was to rule the People ac- 
cording to Juſtice and Laws; and this is meant 
in frequent Expreſſions, by going in and out before 
them; referring to Juſtice being executed in the 
Gates, and Peace and War; the King was to 
lead them in one, and direct in the other. This 
Manner of the Kingdom was told to all the Peo- 

ple 3 
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ple; that imply'd, the Conſent of the People 


was requir'd to make him King; without which 
tho' Samuel had anointed him, he was not own'd 
by the Iſraelites, but went about his private Af- 
fairs, till after the Victory over the Ammonites. 
And this Compact between Saul and the People 
being wrote in a Book, and laid up before the Lord, 
was a very good Equivalent to an Oath recor- 
ded on both Sides, as an Oath of Allegiance, and 
his Oath of Government; yet they deſpis'd him 
and ſaid, How ſhall this Man ſave us? 1 Sam. x. 
27. They ſaw no Merit in the Man they expect- 
_ ed; the King that they would have had, ſhould 
have been a Man of ſome Figure, whoſe Conduct 
had been tried, and Valour and Bravery had made 
famous among the Tribes; but when they ſaw 
a Touth mean and deſpicable in his Original, 
of the youngeſt Tribe of Iſrael, a Benjamite, they 
were diſappointed, they went away de jected, and 
refuſe him, notwithſtanding Samuel had anointed 
him, and God had fingled him out by Lot. It 
ſeem'd as if God had own'd there was ſome Ap- 
pearance of Reaſon in the People's Diflike of 
their King, and therefore he was not pleaſed to 
_ expreſs any Anger at. the Contempt of their re- 
jecting Saul, as it were owning, that a King 
ought to have perſonal Merit to reccommend 
him; and therefore by his Providence he works 
upon the Peoples Judgment, and by a Miracle 
gives Saul the Merit which obtain'd the Peo- 
ples good Liking; for Nahaſh the Ammonite 
ane and encamped againſt Jabeſh- Gilead, and the 
Elders thereof ſent Meſſengers to Gibeah, who told 
the Tydings in the Ears of the People; and they lift 
up their Voices and wept; and Saul ſaid, what —_ 
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the People that they weep ;, and they told him the Tyding 

of the Men of Jabeſh. Aud the Spirit of the Lord came 
hon Saul when he heard thoſe Tydings, and his Anger 
was kindled greatly, and the Fear of the Lord fell on 
the People, and they came out with one Conſent, and 
ſem the Ammonites. After the Battle was over Samuel 
faid to the People, Come, and let ws go to Gilgal and 
renew the Kingdom there, And all the People went to 
Gilgal, and there they medeSaul King before the Lord, 
that is, they accepted of him, 1 Sam. xi. 1, 5, 6, 7, 
14, 15. Chap. xii. 13. Now therefore, behold the 
King whom ye have choſen, and whom ye have deſe- 
red; and behold the Lord hath ſet a King over you. 
J . 44. All that do affert unconditional Obedi- 
ence do aſſert, that Kings derive their Authority 
from God alone: I deny that there ever was any 
King in the World that derived his Authority 
from God alone. Saul, the firſt King of Iſrael, 
had never reign'd, but the People defir'd a King 
even againſt the Will of God; and tho' he was 
proclaim'd King at Mizpah, yet after that he lived 
2 private Life, and looked after his Father's Cattle, 
till he was created ſo the fecond time by the Peo- 
ple at Gilgal: And David, tho he had been anoin- 
ted by the Command of Gad, was anointed the 
ſecond Time in Helron, by the Tribe ef Judah, 
and after that by all the People of Iſrael, who 
after that made a mutual Covenant betwixt him 
and them, 2 Sam. v. I. Chap. 11. Now a Co- 
venant lays an Obligation upon Kings, and re- 
ſtrains them within Bounds, according to that 
Covenant and Agreement. , Jehoiada the Prieſt 
made Joaſb King in his Stead after the People 
had enter'd into Covenant one with another, 
2 Kings xi. I confeſs that theſe Kings, and * 
that 
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that reign'd of Devid's Poſterity, were appoint- 
ed to the Kingdom, both by God, and the Peo- 
ple; but all other Kings of what Country ſoever, 
I affirm, that they are made by the People only; 
nor can it be made appear, that Kings are ap- 
pointed by God any otherwiſe than as all other 
things, great and ſmall, are appointed by him, 
becauſe nothing comes to paſs, without his Per- 
miſſion, or Providence. The Throne of David 
was in a peculiar Manner call'd, The Throne of 
the Lord, it being a Type of our Saviour's 
Throne- in the Kingdom of Heaven; aud from 
which Line our Saviour proceeded. But the 
Thrones of other Princes are no otherwiſe God's 
than as all other things in the World ars his. 
Chron. xxix. 11, 12. Thine, O Lord, 3s the Great= 
meſs, &. for all that is in Heaven, and in the 1 
Earth is thine. Both Riches and Honour come of 1 
thee, and thou reigneſt over all. . 
J. 45. When Solomon was dead, the People aſ- } 
ſembled themſelves at Sichem to make Reboboam, | 
the Son of Solomon, King, thither he went, as one 1 
ſtood for the Place. The People propoſe Condi- U 
tions, upon which they were willing to admit him 
to the Government: He deſires three Days to ad- 
viſe; he conſults the Old Men; they perſwade 
him to comply with the People; then he adviſes 
with the Young Men, who perſwade him to threat- 
en the People with Whips and Scorpions; and he 
anſwer'd the People as they adviſed him. When 1 
all Irael ſaw that he hearken d not to them, then Il 
they openly profeſſed againſt him, and declared the 1 
Right of the People, and their own Liberty, ſaying i 
What Portion have we in David? To thy Tents, 1 
O Veel! Now look to thy own Houſe Toad 1 
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When the King ſent Adoram to them, they ſtoned 
him with Stones; and when Reboboam had pre- 
pared a great Army to reduce the Iſraelites, he 
was forbidden by the Prophet. 1 Kings xij. 24. 
Thas ſaith the Lord, ye ſhall not go up, nor fight 
againſt Brethren. He calls them not Rebels 
but their Brethren. Deut. xvii. 24. When thou art 
come into the Land, which the Lord thy Ood giveth 
thee, and ſhalt ſay, I will ſet a King over me, like as 
all the Nations about me, &c. Theſe Words con- 
firm to us that the Right of chuſing, yea, of 
changing their own Government is, by the Grant 
of God himſelf, in the People. 

J. 46. This was a Gift beſtowed by God upon 
his Children and People. Nay David himſelf 
was ſo far from taking upon him to be King, till 
the Tribe of Judab had choſen him, that he of- 
ten acknowledged San to be his Lord. When 


Baaneh and Recab brought the Head of Iſbboſherh 


to him, he commanded them to be ſlain; becauſe . 


they had killed a righteous Man in his own 
Houſe, 2 Sam. iv. which he could not have ſaid if 
Thhboſheth had unjuſtly detain'd from him the ten 
Tribes, and that he had aRight to reign over them 
before they had choſen him. The'Word of God 
did not make him King, but only foretold that he 
ſhould be King, and by ſuch Ways as he pleaſed 
prepared the Hearts of the People to ſet him up 
and *till the Time deſigned b God for that 
Work was accompliſh'd, he pretended to no other 
Authority, than what the ſix hundred Men, 
who firſt followed him, and afterwards the 
Tribe of Judab, and at laſt all the reſt of the 
People conferred it upon him. If David, tho 


deſignd by God to be King, and anointed by the 
| Hand 
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Hand of the Prophet, was not King till the Peo- 
ple had choſen him, and he had made a Cove- 
nant with them; it will be hard to find a Man 
who can claim a Right, which is not original 
from the People. And if the People of Tot 
could erect and pull down, inſtitute and abrogate, 
or transfer to other Perſons, or Families, Kingdoms 
more firmly eſtabliſh'd than any we know of or 
have heard of; the ſame cannot be denied to any 
other Nations. And no other Reafon can be given 
for the infinite Variety of Conſtitutions that have 
been, and are in the World, than that the Peo- 
ple who made them wonld have them ſo; which 
could not have been, if God and Nature had 
appointed one general rule for all Nations. And 
as the Rights and Liberties of a Nation may be 
utterly ſabverted and aboliſhed, if the Power of 
the whole People, or Nation may not be em- 
ployed to aſſert them, or puniſh the Violation of 
them. But as it is the fundamental Right of eve- 
ry Nation to be govern'd by ſuch Laws, in ſuch 
Manner, and by ſuch Perſons as they think moſt 
conducing to their own Good, they cannot be 
accountable to any but themſelves for what they 
do in that moſt important Affair. And as the 
Safety of all Nations conſiſts in rightly placing 
and meaſuring of Power, ſuch have been found 
always to proſper, who have given it to thoſe 
from whom Uſurpations was leaſt to be feared ; 
who have been leaſt ſubjet to be awed, 
cheated. or corrupted; and who, having the 
greateſt Intereſt in the Nation were moſt con- 
cern'd ro preſerve its Power, Liberty and Wel- 
fare. This is the greateſt Truſt that can be re- 
poſed in Men. This Power was by the Spartan: 
| given 
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iven to the Ephroz, and the Senate of 283 in 
enice, to that which they call Concilio de Pra- 
gads; in Germany, Spain, France, Sweedland, Den- 
mark, Poland, 2 Bohemia, Scotland, En- 
gland; and generally all the Nations that have 
lived under the Gothic Polity, it has been in 
their general Aſſemblies, under the Names of Diets, 
Cortez, Parliaments, Senates, and the like. But in 
what Hands ſoever it is, the Power of making, 
abrogating, changing, correcting and interpreting 
Laws, has been in the ſame; Kings have been 
reje@ed or depoſed ; the Succeſſion of the Crown 
ſertled, regulated, or changed. And I defy any 
Man to ſhew me one King amongſt all the Na- 
tions aforementioned, that has any Right to the 
Crown he wears, unleſs ſuch Acts were good. 

J 47. Cicero deOffic. lib. 2. is thus tranſlated by 
Sir Roger ! Eflrange, p 101, 102. . Herodotus tells 
us, that the Medians choſe their Kings originally 
for the Probity of their Manners, and in = 
enjoying the Benefits of common Juſtice, which [ 
am perſwaded was the End and Practice like- 
wiſe of our Predeceſſors: For when in old Time, 
the weaker were oppreſſed by the ſtronger, the 
People preſently betook themſelves to one more 
excellent than the reſt for their Protector And 
it was his Part to relieve the diſtreſſed, and to 
make ſuch Proviſion that common Right might 
be done indifferently betwixt all Parties. And 
in making of their Laws they had the ſame 
Proſpect, as in the Choice of their Kings. The 
thing propounded was an equal and a common 
Right, without being ſo qualliged. If under the 
Adminiſtration of ſome one Man that was juſt 
and good they attained that End, they 2 
we 
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well contented there to reſt: But in Caſe of fail- 
ing, there were Laws invented, which, to all un- 
der them, and at all Times ſhould ſtill pronounce 
one and the ſame Sentence. This is clear, that 
in all Elections the People have ſtill had a Care 
to pitch upon him for their Governour that was 
moſt reverenced for his Juſtice, always provided 
that he were a Man of Prudence too, And what 
is it that a Nation would not believe it ſelf able 
to compaſs, under ſo auſpicious a Conduct? Is 
FJ. 48. Ceſar and Tacitus deſcribe the ancient 

Britains to have been a fierce People; zealous for 
Liberty; a free People; not like the Gault, go- 
vern'd by Laws made by the great Men, but by 
the People. In Cæſars Time they choſe Caſſivel- 
lants, and afterwards Caraſtacus, Arviragus, Gal- 
gacus and others, to command them in their 
Wars, but they retained the Government in them- 
ſelves. That no Force might be put upon them, 
they met arm'd in their general Aſſemblies ; and 
tho' the ſmaller Matters were left to the Deter- 
mination of the cheif Men, choſen by themſelves 
for that Purpoſe, they reſerved the moſt im- 
rtant to themſelves. When the Romans had 
rought them low, they ſet up certain Kings to 
govern ſuch who were in their Territories: But 
thoſe who defended themſelves by the natural 
Strength of their Scitnation, or retired inro the 
North, or the Iſlands, were ſtill govern'd by their 
own Cuſtoms, and were never acquainted with 
domeſtick or foreign Slavery. Inter Inſtruments 
Servitutis reges habuere, C. Tacit. The Saxons or 
Angli, were no leſs Lovers of Liberty, and under- 
ſtood the Ways of defending it: They were cer- 
tainly the moſt * and valiant * of 
er- 
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Germany. Ceſar and Tacitus inform us, that the 
ancient Britains and Saxons had no Monarchs ; 
and that our Anceſtors had their Councils and 
Magiſtrates, as well here as in Germany; that as 
ſoon as the Saxons came into this Country, they 
had their Micklegemots, which were general Af- 
ſemblies of the Noble and Free-Men, who had in 
themſelves the Power of the Nation : Sometimes 
they met by their Delegates in the Wittenagemots ; 
in ſome Ages they were divided, in others uni- 
ted; ſometimes under Captains, in other Times 
under Kings; ſometimes meeting perſonally in 
the Mzglegemots; ſometimes by their Delegates 
in the Wittenagemots, does evidently teſtify that 
they ordered all' things according to their own 
Pleaſure z which being the utmoſt Act of Liberty, 
it remained inviolable under all the aforegoing 
Changes, as appears by the Confeſſion of Offa, 
Ina, Alfred, Canutus, Edward, and other Kings. 
And, we may be ſure, thoſe of the Norman Race 
can have no more Power, ſince they came in by 
the fame Way, and ſwore to govern by the ſame 
Laws. Theſe general Councils were call'd in the 
Time of Ina, The general Council of the Biſhops, Noble- 
Men, Counts, all the wiſe Men, Elders, and People 
of the whole Kingdom. Commune Concilium Epiſcopo- 
rum, Procerum, Comitum, & omnium Sapientum, 
Senioram, & Populorum totius regni. Bed. Eccl. 
Hiſt. In the Time of Edward the Elder, they 
were called, The great Council of the Biſhops, Ab- 
bots, Noblemen and People, William of Malmſbury 
calls them, The general Senate and Aſſembly of the 
People. Senatum generalem & Populi Conventum, 
Sometimes they were (in ſhort) called, The Clergy 
and People; but all expreſs the ſame Power, = 
tacr 
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ther received from, nor limited by Kings, who are 
always ſaid to be choſen, or made, and ſometimes 
depoſed by them. The Reaſon of this is, that 
they who inſtitute Magiſtracy, beſt know whether. 
the End of the Inſtitution be rightly purſued or 
not; and their Kings had no Power, but what 
was conferred upon them by the People. And 
all juſt Magiſtracies being the ſame in Eſſence, 
tho? differing in Form, the ſame Right muſt per- 
petually belong to thoſe who put the ſovereign 
Power into the Hands of ons, a few, or many Men. 
Thus the Romans did, when they created Kings, 
Conſuls, Military Tribunes, Dictators, or Decem- 
viri: And it is ridiculous to ſay, that thoſe Officers 
gave Authority to the People to meet and chuſe 
them; for they who are choſen are the Creatures of 
thoſe who chuſe, and are nothing more than others, 
till they are choſen. This is as certain in Relati- 
on to Kings, as any other Magiſtrates. This Pow- 
er of conferring the Sovereignty was likewiſe ex- 
erciſed in France by the People, who made Mero- 
vius King, paſſing by the two Grand-children of 
Pharamond's Sons to Clodion, and excluded his 
Race, and gave the Crown to Pepin, who depo- 
ſed Lewis le Debonair, and Charles le Groſs, who 
made five Kings, that were either Baſtards, or 
Strangers, between him and Charles le Simple, who 
rejected his Race, and advanced Hugh Capet; who 
made Henry the firſt King before Robert his elder 
Brother, and continued the Crown in the Race of 
Henry for ten Generations, whilſt the Deſcen- 
dants of Robert were only Dukes of Burgundy : 
The like hath been done in Caſtille and Arragon, 
by frequently preferring the younger before the 

elder Brother; the Deſcendants of Females before 
BR D 2 thoſe 
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thoſe. of the Male Line in the ſame Degree; the 
more remote in Blood before the neareſt ; and 
ſometimes Baſtards before the legitimate Iſſue: 
The ſame hath been done in England, before and 

ſince the Conqueſt, as doth appear by many fol- 
. Jowing Examples. | | 
JT . 49. Monſieur. Mezeray, a great Hiſtorian, 
gives this Account of the Manners of the ancient 
Germans: There were, if I miſtake not, three Sorts 
of Government among the Germans. In ſome Places 
the People had the principal Authority, and yet they 
often elected a Prince or a King; ſometimes a Gene- 
ral, whom we call —— the Latin Word Dux. 
But the Power of theſe Chiefs, deſcended entirely on 
the Community, or People, ſo that it was always 4 
mix'd Democracy. In other Parts, as among the 
Gothones, the Kings reign'd with more Power, yet 
not to the Detriment of Liberty: Their Royalty was 
limited by Laws, and the Reaſon of Things. As 
for Liberty, no People were ever ſo jealous of it, or 
ever defended it ſo long, and ſo ſucceſſively as the 
Germans. Jt may indeed be ſaid, That Liberty be- 
ing driven out of the beſt Part of the World by the 
Roman Arms, took Refuge on the further Side of the 
Rhine, where ſhe had for her Companions and Guards 
Poverty, Innocence, Frugality and Modeſty 5 and 
were, in the Faſtneſſes of Woods and Moraſſes, ſome- 
times on the defenſive, ſometimes making couragious 
Sallies : She combated five Hundred Tears together 
againſt Tyranny, and all her Train; I mean Ambi- 
tion, Luxury, Voluptuouſneſs, Flattery, Corruption 
and Diviſions, the Inſtruments which that cruel Ene- 
my of human Race employs to forge Manacles and 
Fetters. The aforeſaid Monſieur, in the Begin- 
ning of King WIL LIAM's Reign, diſcourſing 


with - 
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with a Perſon of Quality about the Difference 
of the Govenment in France and England, he 
broke out in this Expreſſion, O Fortunatus nimi- 
um, bona ſi ſua norint, Angligenas * We had once 
(ſaid he) in France the ſame Happineſs, and the 
Same Privileges which you have. Our Laws were 
made by Repreſentatives of our own chuſing : Our Mo- 
ney was not taken from us, but by our own Conſent - 
Our Kings were ſubje# to the Rules of Law and 
Reaſon : But now, alas ! we are miſerable, and all is. 
loſt. Think nothing, Sir, too dear to maintain theſe 
precious Advantages; and if ever there be Occaſion, 
venture your Life, your Eſtate, and all you have, ra- 
ther than ſubmit to the Condition to which you ſee 
ws reduc'd. 

J. 50. The Election of Magiſtrates was the original 
of Succeſſion; for as the living more ſafely and the 
freer Enjoyment of Property was the original Cauſe 
that People aſſociated themſelves into a Nation or 
Kingdom; ſo, for the better attaining that End, they 
did ſet over themſelves the beſt and wiſeſt of their 
Brethren to be their Rulers and Governors ; and this 
Adminiſtration was truſted in one or more Hands, 
and continued for their Lives, or for a longer or 
ſhorter Time, as the Conſtituents thought fit. 
Where the Government was under a King, he uſu- 
ally held it for Life, and then upon his Deceaſe, 
the People. proceeded to a new Election, till at 
laſt it fell into the Hands of ſome very excellent 


Perſon, who having more than ordinarily deſer- 


ved of his Country, the People, as well in Gra- 
titude to him, as believing they could not 
make a better Choice than in the Branches 
that would grow out of ſo excellent a Stock, 
entail'd that Dignity upon his Poſterity. And 

| D 3 this 
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this is the juſt Riſe of Succeſſion; all others 
being unjuſt ; for he that comes in by the Power 
of the Sword, may be deprived by the Power of 
the Sword; 'tis nothing but the Conſent of the 
govern'd can give a Right to Succeſſion. The next 
Succeſſor to the Crown of Exgland was formerly 
held to have a very precarious Title any further 
than his good Diſpoſitions and Capacities to ſway 
the Scepter, did recommend him to the Affections 
of the People, (till the Time of William the firſt, 
called the Conqueror) it being very common not 
only to break into the Succeſſion, but even to ſet 
afide all that Family and Line, whenever it was 
known that the publick might ſuffer by their be- 
ing at the Head of the Government; witneſs the 
preferring of Caſſibellan before his Elder Brother's 
Sons, Egbert not next in Blood; Ezhelwerd and 
Ethelwolf, a Monk, for Want of a better, was ad- 
vanced to the ſame Honour; Etbelſtan, tho' a 
Baſtard, and without any Title, was elected by 
the Conſent of the Nobility and People. Eldred 
by the ſame Authority, was elected and preferred 
before the Sons of Edmond his Predeceſſor; and 
Edward, Adalſion and Harold, who were all ille- 
gitimate, were choſen; and Eldred, againſt the 
Right of his two Nephews, Edway and Edwin; 
and Canutus, a Foreigner; and Harditnute with- 
out Title; Harold; Edward the Confeſſor was ele- 
Qed King, with the Conſent of the Clergy and 
People at London. Annuent& Clero & Populo Lon- 
dini in Regem eligitur. Harold the ſecond, and 
William call'd the Conquerer, whilſt the next Heirs, 
Edgar and Etheling were living Milliam, called the 
Conqueror, confeſſed in his laſt Will made at Caen 
in Normandy, That be neither found, nor left the 


Kingdom 


39 

Kingdom as an Inheritance. Neminem Anolici reg- 
ni conſtituo heredem, non enim tantum deeus hereds- 
tario jure poſſedi, Tbid. If he poſſeſſed no Right, but 
what was conferred upon him, no more was conferred 
than had been enjoyed by the antient Kings, accor- 
ding to the approved Laws which he ſwore to ob- 
ſerve. Thoſe Laws gave no Power to any, *till 
he was elected, and that which they then did give 
was ſo limited, that the Nobility and People re- 
ſerved to themſelves the Diſpoſition of the great- 
eſt Affairs, even to the Diſpoſition and Expulſion 
of ſuch as ſhould not well perform the Duty of 
their Oaths and Office. 


FJ. 51. After the Conqueſt, Anno 1087. Nobert, 3 


the elder Brother was put aſide, and William Ru- 
fas, the ſecond Son of William the Conqueror, was 
elected, after whoſe Death Henry the firſt, his 
younger Brother, (tho' not next Heir) was choſen 
by the People, not ſummoned by Writz and this 
Henry in his Charter acknowledged that he ow'd 
his Crown to the Common-Council of the Realm. 
After the Death of Henry the „Stephen was 
choſen King, againſt the ſuppoſed Right of Maud 
the Daughter of Henry the firſt. After his Death 
Henry the ſecond was admitted King, againſt the 
like Right of his Mother Maud. After the Death 
of Richard the firſt, King John (Earl of Morton) 
was elected, and Arthur the next Heir difinherit- 
ed. After the Death of King John, Heury his 
Firſt-Born was elected againſt the Right of Arthur. 
Henry the third was choſen againſt the Right of 
Eleanor, Prince Arthur's Siſter. At the Death of 
Henry the third, the States of the Kingdom met 
and ſettled the Government, by appointing Ofh- 
cers, and what elſe was neceſſary for the Realm; 
| 9 
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and Edward the fourth was ſet up by the People 
during the Reign of Henry the ſixth. Whilſt the 
Lady Elizabeth, the true Heir of the Crown was 
living, Henry the ſeventh was declared King, 
without joining her in the Title, or ſy much as 
making any Mention of her Right. So that *till 
Henry the third, there is ſcarce to be found any 
Precedent of Succeſſion, and ſince his Reign the 
Succeſſion hath been altered ſeveral Times, and 
the Crown ſhifted from one Family to another by 
Act of Parliament, Theſe are ſufficient Proofs 
of the Power and Authority of the People. 

I 52. Richard the third being entreated by a 
Petition delivered in a Roll of Parchment in the 
Name of the Three Eſtates of Parliament to ac- 
cept the Crown, at firſt modeſtly refuſed; but 
afterwards he ſaid, Sith we well perceive, that 
all the Realm is ſo ſet, whereof we be very ſorry, that 
they will not ſuffer, in any wiſe, King Edward's 
Line, to govern them, whom no Earthly Man can 
govern againſt their Wills; and well we alſo perceive, 
that no Man there js to whom the Crown can by juſt 
Title appertain, as to our ſelf, as very right Heir, 
lawfully begotten of our moſt dear Father, Richard 
late Duke of York, to which Title is now joined your 
EleFion, the Nobles and Commons of this Reale, 
which we of all Title poſſible, take for the moſt effettu- 
al, we be content. Speed, Fol. 908. Numb. 63. 
And then an Act of Parliament paſſed to eſtabliſh 
King Richard the Third's lawfol Election, Id. fol. 
911. and ſequent. Cot. Records, fol. 709, to 714. 

J. 53. By a Clauſe in King Henrys Charter 
it it is ſaid, If the King invades thoſe Rights, 
(meaning the Rights of the Feople) it # lawful 
for the Kingdom to riſe againſt him, and 1 do 
1 
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bim what Injury they can, as tho" they ow'd him 
no Allegiance, By an Act of Parliament of the 
12th of Richard the ſecond it was enacted, 
That if the King, thro' a fooliſh Obſtinacy, and 
Contempt of his People or perverſe froward Will, or 
by any other irregular Way, ſhall alienate himſelf 
from his People, and will not be govern'd and regu- 
lated by the Rights of the Kingdom, and laudable 
Ordinances, made by the Council of the Lords, and 
great Men of the Realm, but ſhall headily in bis 


mad Councils, exerciſe his own arbitrary Will; 
from thenceforth it is lawful for them, with the 
common Aſſent and Conſent of the People of the 
| Real, to abrogate or depoſe bim from the Throne, 
and ſet up in his Stead, ſomebody of 4 Kin, or near 
of Kin to the King of the Royal Stock : Which 
gives a Latitude for chuſing any deſerving Per- 
{on of the Royal Stock. 

T. 54. By the Acts of Parliament of the 28th 
and 25th of Henry the VIIIth, it is declared, 
That if ſuch Heirs as are there appointed, without 

l Regard to the Scotch Family ſhould fail, and no 

Proviſion be made in the Kings Life time who 
ſhould rule and govern this Realm, then the Realm 
ſhall be deſtitute of a lawful Governour. 
F. 55. The Act of the 13th of Elizabeth, C. 
1. makes it Treaſon in any after-Time to deny 
the Power of Parliament; to limit or alter the 
Succeſſion; and adds a Penalty upon them who 
ſhou'd affirm, That any but the Iſſue of the Queen's 
Body had Right to ſucceed after her: 1 

F. 56. King Alfred acknowledged in his Will, 

Joined to his Life by Menevenſet, that he owed his 
Crown to the Bounty of his Princes, and of the Elders 

of his People. 


J. 37. 
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J. 57. The Power which the People of Exgland 
had in the Diſpoſal of the Crown, during the 
Time of the Saxons, is confirmed to us by that 
Noble Record which Sir Henry Spemar hath cited. 
Concil. Vol. I. p. 291. That in a Parliament held 
in Calebuth, Ar. 787. it was ordain'd and enacted, 
that the Kings ſhould be eleFed by the Parliament, 
and being choſen they ſhould have prudent Conncellors 
fearing God. And this Right over the Crown, and 
about the Diſpoſal of it, which our Anceſtors chal- 
lenged and exerciſed all the Time of the Saxons, 
they have maintain'd and exerted with no leſs 
Courage and Vigor, in every Age fince the Com- 
ing in of the Norman Race. 

J. 58. William the Firſt (who is unjuſtly ſtiled 
the Conqueror, having ſubdued none but Harold, 
and thoſe that abetted him) did obtain the Crown 
by a free Choice and Submiſſion of the Peers and 
Body of the People; and before his Coronation 

he was made to ſwear that he would govern 

the People juſtly, keep and obſerve unto them 
all their old Laws, and conſent unto the having 
ſach further Laws enacted, as ſhould be needful 
for the Preſervation and Proſperity of the Realm. 

J. 59. The learned Bracton, a famous Lawyer 
in Henry the Third's Reign, I. 2.c. 16. and Fletæ 

I. 1. c. 17 ſaith, That in governing of the People, the 

King has above him the Law, by which he is conſtitu- 

ted King, and his Parliament; viz. the Earls and 

Barons; the Earls in Latin being called Co- 

mites, that is Companions and Fellows: Now he 

that hes a Fellow, has a Maſter; wherefore if the 

King become lawleſs they muſt give him Law, 

and enurb bim. When we ſpeak of curbing a 


King, who is in Arms, in order to oppreſs the 
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State, it is evident that it imports an obli- 
ging him by Force either to remove his tyran- 
nical Courſes, or force him to leave the Land. 
F. 6c. Bracton further ſays, The King doth 
no Wrong, in as much as he doth nothing but by 
Law. Poteſtas Regis oft poteſias Legis, poteſias 
juris non injuriæ, Bract. de Leg. Angl. The 
Power of the King is the Power of the Law; 4 
Power of Right, not of Wrong, Again, Qui ſi facit 
injuriam, non eſt Rex, Ibid. If the King does 
Ixjuſtice, he is not King. In another Place he 
has theſe Words, Exercere igitur debet Rex po- 
teſtatem juris ſicut Dei vicarius & miniſter in 
terra, quia illa poteſtas ſolius Dei eſt, poteſias autem 
injuria Diaboli eſt non Dei; & cujas horum opera 
fecerit Rex ejus Miniſter erit. 2 dum facit 
' juſtitium Vicarius eſt regis æterno: Miniſter autem 
Diaboli dum declinet ad injuriam, Ibid. I. 3. The 
King therefore ought to exerciſe the Power of the Law, 
as becomes the Vicar and Miniſter of God upon Earth ; 
becauſe that Power is the Power of God alone; but 
the 1 doing Wrong it the Power of the Devil, 
and not of God; and the King is his Miniſter, whoſe 
Work he does. Whilſt he does Juſtice, he is theVicar of 
the eternal King; but if he deflect from it, to a un- 
juſtly, he is the Miniſter of the Dewsl. He alſo ſays, 
that the King is, Singulis Major, Univerſis Minor. 
F. 61. In the Laws of Edward the Confeſſor, 
of immortal Memory, for his collecting and ſtrict 
obſerving the Laws of the Kingdom as well as for 
the admir'd Sanctity of his Life, it is written, That 
the King ought to do all 'things in his Kingdom 
according to Law, and by the Judgment of his Peers. 
St. Edward's Law goes further, That unleſs the 
King performs his Duty, and anſwer the _—_ fr 
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which he was conſtituted, not ſo much as the Name 
of 4 King ſhall remain in him. 

J. 62. William Nuſus, Henry the firſt, and 
Stephen, got the Conſent of the People, by pro- 
miſing to grant them their uſual Laws and ancient 


- Cuſtoms. Henry the Firſt, Richard the firſt, King 


John, and Richard the Second, oblige themſelves 
at their Coronation to grant them, and then the 
People conſented to own them as their King; and 
Richard the firſt, and King Jobn, were conjured 
by the Arch-Biſhops not to take upon them the 
Crown,unleſs they intended to perform their Oaths. 
If any King refuſed ſo to do, the Nobles thought 
it their Concern to hinder his Coronation, *till he 
had either made, or promiſed this Engagement. 
Henry the fourth, fifth and ſixth, were only Kings 


by Act of Parliament: And by what Inſtances 


have been quoted (and many more that might be 
given) it appears that the Kings of England were 
Kings by virtue of a Compact made between them 
and the People. This is apparent by the Com- 
pa& made with the Conqueror, by the Nobility 
and Commonalty of Ezgland. 

J 63. Florence of Worceſter, Simon of Dur- 
ham, and R. Hoveden, expreſly ſay, That Wil- 
liam, called the Conqueror, made a League, or 
Compact, with the Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, Earls, 
and Nobles of the Land, who met him at Beor- 


chem, and ſwore Fealty to him; ſo he recipro- 
, cally being required ſo to do by the Arch- 


Biſhop of York, made his perſonal Oath before 
the Altar of St. Peter, to defend the holy Church 
of God, and the Rectors of the ſame, to govern 
all the People ſubje® ta. him juſtly, to eſtabliſh 


equal 
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ena Laws, and to ſee them duly executed. And 
neulphus, his Secretary, ſaith, That he, under 
the ſevereſs Penalties, proclaimed what the Laws 
of King Edward the Confeſſor ſhould be perpetual, 
authentical, and be obſerved inviolably thro the 
whole Kingdom of England, and as ſuch he com- 
mended them to his Juſtices, R. Hoveden faith 
further, That he commanded the Laws of King Ed- 
ward to be obſerved in all Things: And that in the 
Fourth Tear of his Reign, by the Counſel of his Ba- 
rons, he made the noble and wiſe Men of En- 
gland to be ſummoned throughout all the Provinces 
of Fagan, that he might hear = them who 
were skil'd in their Law, their Rights and Cuſtoms, 
and that twelve Men were choſen out of every Coun- 
ty, who ſwore, to their Power, to tread in a right 
Path, neither turning to the right Hand, or to the 
left, and to make known to him the Cuſtom and the 
Eſtabliſhment of their Laws, 

J. 64. Henry the firſt, and Stephen who ſuc- 
ceeded Henry, made a Compact, and agreed, and 
promiſed an Amendment of the Laws. 

J. 65. The original Compact (ſaith M. Paris) 
was, that the King ſhould govern them according to 
the Tenor of ſuch ancient Laws, and original Cuſtom, 
as were recerved among them, according to the good, 
approved and ancient Laws of the Kingdom. The Li- 
berties in which the Nobles confided, ſaith M. 
Weſtminſter : The Laws of their Country, ſaith V. 
of Malmibury: The Laws of King Edward, ſay 
the forementioned Authors: 7 he proper Law and an- 
cient Cuſtoms in which their Fathers lived, ſay Hove« 
den, and the Chronicle of Litchfield : The Laws 
of England; the ancient Laws of this Realm originally 


eftabliſh'd, 
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eſtabliſb d, ſay our Statutes : The Laws of the Land; 
the good Laws of the Land, ſaith the Oath of Rich- 
ard the Second : The Charters of the Liberties 
of England ; the common Liberty, ſay the Conten- 
ders for them with King Joh» and Henry the 
third : The fundamental Laws of the Kingdom let it 
be obſerved. There are frequent Repetitions of 


| theſe or the like Expreſſions of a Contract by the 


following Princes of this Realm, as appears by 


the Oaths they took at their Coronation, to pre- 


ſerve to the People their ancient Rights, Liber- 
ties, original Cuſtoms and Laws, and by the con- 
tinual Claim the People made to the Laws of their 
Country, the Laws of King Edward, and Magna 
Charta, as their Right. Our Anceſtors thought 
it abſolutely neceſſary, that whoever word be 
their King ſhould make a Compact with them; 
and be as much engaged by Oath to grant their 
Privileges to them, as they were to-ſwear Alle- 
giance to him, and commonly that was firſt done 
by their Kings, before they would engage to be 
their Subjects. And then it muſt be as reaſonable 
that he who doth continue to be their King, 
ſhould continue to perform his Oaths, and grant 
to them their Privileges, as for them to continue 
in their Duty and Allegiance. And when theſe 
Patrie Leges, theſe ancient Laws of their Coun- 
try were violated, they conſtantly complain'd of 
the Injuſtice of the Action, requiring the Obſer- 
vation of them; and when they could not pre- 
vail by fair Means, they quitted their Subjection, 
and fought to recover their Right by Arms. In 
fhort, this Oath and Compact is the very Ground 
and Cauſe of the Oath: of Allegiance according- 
ly the Lord Chancellor Forteſcue, declares /. 9. 

| p. 23. 
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p. 23. that our Kings are political Kings, who re- 
ceive their Power from the People. 
FJ. 66. Grotins de jure Bell. l. 1. C. 3. S. 11. 
ſaith, Succeſſion alone does not determinate the Man- 


ner, or ſpeciſie the particular Form of the Governor, 


but is only a Continuation of that Right which was 


firſt ſettled; and as much as was firſt given, is after- 


wards continued by Succeſſion and no more. And 
then with him we may reaſonably infer, that 
Succeſſion only brings down to Kings what the 
firſt Election gave, and makes them only Kings 
according to Compact, and with the Condition 
agreed on at the firſt Admiſſion of their Progeni- 
tors to the Exerciſe of the Royal Authority. 

J. 67. In the Year 1253. there was aſſembled 


a very full Parliament, to whom King Henry the 
third promiſed faithfully to ratify Magna Charta, 


and faithfully to obſerve all the Articles of it, 
which King Joh», and he, at his Coronation, and 
often ſince, had ſworn to obſerve. And this was 
done in the moſt ſolemn and ceremonial Manner 


that could be deviſed: For the King, with all 


the great Nobility of England, all the Biſhops, 
and chief Prelates, in their Ornaments with bur- 
ning Candles in their Hands, aſſembled to hear the 
terrible Sentence of Excommunication upon all the 
Infringers of the ſame; and at the lighting of 
thoſe Candles, the King, having one in his Hand, 
gave it to one of the Prelates, ſaying, It becomes 


not me, who am no Prieſt, to hold this Candle; my 


Heart ſhall be a greater Teſtimony; and withall laid 
his Hand upon his Breaſt the whole Time the Sen- 
tence was reading, which was thus pronounced, 
In the Name of God, &c. which done, the Charter 


of King John his Father was read. In the End, 
having 
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having thrown away their Candles, they cryed 
out, So let them who incurr this Sentence be extinct, 
and ſtint in Hell; and the King with a loud Voice 
ſaid, As God help me, I will, as a Man, a Chriſtian, 
a Knight, a King crowned and anointed, inviolably 
obſerve all theſe Things. But, notwithſtanding all 
this, the King the very next Year broke his Oath; 
and continuing to govern contrary to the Charter 
in the Year 1263. the Barons made War upon 
him, under the Command of Simon of Moxfort, 
who ſucceeded fo far, as to take the King and his 
Sons Priſoners; but the Prince eſcaping out of 
Priſon, fights with Simon Hand to Hand, and 
flew him. The Hiſtorians of thoſe Times call'd 
him not a Rebel, nor a Traytor, but a moſt de- 
vout Servant of God, and the Church, and a moſt 
faithful Protector, Shield and Defender of the 
Kingdom of Ergland, and a Martyr for the Li- 
berties of Church and State, Chron. of Marl. p. 
2:8. At the End of theſe Wars, in the Year 1269, 
a Parliament was held at Marlborough, where the 
Statutes, call'd the Statures of Marlborough were - 
enacted; in the fifth Chapter of which it is de- 
creed, That the great Charter, and the Charter de 
Forreſta, ſhall be obſerved in all their Articles, both 
concerning the King and bis SubjeFs. And here 
(ſaid the Lord Coke) it 3s to be obſerved, That af- 
ter this Parliament, neither Magna Charta, zor 
Charta de Forreſta, was ever attempted to be im- 
Pugn'd or queſtioned, whereupon Peace and Tranquil- 
lity have ſince enſued, Inſt. 1.2. p. 102. 

I. 68. Mayna Chartabeing only an Abridgment 
cf our ancient Laws and Cuſtoms, the King that 
ſwears to it ſwears to them all, and is not admitted 


be the Interpreter of it, or to determine —_— 
| Goo 
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Good or Evil, fit to be obſerved or annulled in it, 
and he can have no more Power over the reſt. This 
having been confirmed by more Parliaments than 
we have had Kings ſince that Time, the ſame Obli- 
gation mult ſtil] lie upon them all, as upon Job» and 
Henry, in whoſe Time that Claim of Right was 
compiled. We know the Value our Anceſtors ſet 
tipon their Liberties, and the Courage with which 
they defended them; and we can have no better 
Example to encourage us, never to ſuffer them to 
be violated or diminiſhed. | | | 

J. 69. The Nobility of Exg/ard, as the Lord Cole 
obſerves, have ever had the Laws of England in 
great Eſtimation and Reverence, and would never 
ſuffer them to be changed, This made Henry the 
Fir (ſaith he) write to Pope Paſcal thus: Let your 
Holineſs know, that, by the Help of God, whilit I live, 
the Dignity of our Kingdom of England ſhall not be 


England, would never ſuffet them to be alter d. 
Inſt. 1. 2. p. 97. | 21 
F.. 70. In the the Letters which all the Nobility 
of England, by Aſſent of the whole Commonalty 
aſſembled in Parliament at Lincoln, wrote to Pope 
Boniface, we find theſe Words; By Virtue of our 
Oath, we are loumd to the Obſervation and Defence 
of the Liberties, Cuſtoms, and the Laws of our Coun- 
try, which by the Help of God, we will defend with 
our whole Power 3 nor do we, nor will we permit our 
Lord the King, tho he were willing to attempt things 
Jo unuſual, undue, and prejudicial to the Royal Dig- 
nity: And this was ſign'd by 104 Earls and Ba- 
rons, in the Name of all the Commonalty of Eng- 


land. Rot. Parl. 28 Ed. 1. 
E 


diminiſhed ; and if I, which God forbid, ſhould ſo 
far deject my ſelf, my Nobles, and all the People of 
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IJ 71. wr: John nibh the Crown by Way 
of Election, as being choſen by the States, ſaith Da- 
mel, p. 127. M. Paris ſaith, That all conſented to 
the Speech of the Arch-Biſhop, that none ought to ſuc- 
reed another in the Kingdom, unleſs he were elected 
by the Community, and thereupon they eleFed the 
Count, and took him for their King, M. Paris. p. 138. 
T. 72. King James in his fourth Speech at White- 
Ball, A. D. 1609. ſaith, That the King was Lex 
Loquens, after 4 Sort, binding himſelf by a double 
Oath to the Obſervation of the fundamental Laws 
bis Kingdoms; tacitly, as by being a King, and ſo 
bound to protect, as well the People, as the Laws of hi 
Kingdom, and expreſly by his Oath at his Coronati- 
on; ſo as every juſt King, in « ſettled Kingdom, is 
bound to obſerve that Paction made to his People by 
bis Laws, in framing his Government agreeable there- 
unto, And therefore a King governing in a ſettled 
Kingdom, ceaſes to be a King, and degenerates in- 
to a Tytant, as ſoon as he leaves off to rule accor- 
ding to the Laws. Therefore all Kings that are 
not Tyrants, or perjur'd, will be glad to bind 
themſelves within the Limits of the Laws, and 
they that perſwade them to the contrary, are Vi- 
pers and Peſts, both againſt them, and the Com- 
mon-wealth. | 
J. 73. As the Subjects of the King are born to 
Lands and other Things, ſo are they born to inhe- 
rit and enjoy the Laws of this Realm, that ſo 
every Man have an equal Benefit by Law. 
Plow. $5. B. Kitch of Courts, p. 4. It is therefore 
called Common Right, and is a greater Inheri- 
tance to every Man, than that which deſcends to 
him as Heir, from his Parents. Becauſe thereby 
his Goods, Lands, Wife, Children, his Body, Life, 
7g: Honour, 
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Honour and Eſtimation, are protected from Injury 
and Wrong. 2. Inſt. 56. This common Right is 
called the Law of the Subject, and the Judges are 
ſworn to execute Juſtice (as my Lord Coke ſays; 
12 Co. 64.) according to Law and Cuſtom of Eng- 
land, All which do prove, how juſtly the Laws 
are called the great Inheritances of the Subject, 
and the Inheritance of Inhetitances, without which 
Inheritance we have no Inheritance. The King's 
Prerogative is Law too; becauſe as it was reſolved, 
the King hath no Prerogative, but that which the 
Law of the Land allows him, Co. 76. Jud. Jenkins 
Works, p. 131. The Law fays, the King is the 
Fountain of Juſtice, and all Juſtice which is done 
within the Realm, is ſaid, and ſaid properly, to 
flow from this Fountain; but then it muſt always 
run in the certain and known Channels that the 
Law hath preſcribed. | Vo | 
J. 74. Glandil who was a learned Lawyer, and 
Chief Juſtice in Henry the Second's Days, above 
500 Years ago, writ a Book of the Common Laws 
of England, which is the ancienteſt of any extant; 
touching the Subject, informs us, that there was iii 
his Time ſuch a Thing as High Treaſon againſt 
the Kingdom: His Words are theſe; Crimen, quod 
in legibus dicitur Crimen leſs Majeſtatis, ut de 
Nece, vel Seditione, Perſone Domini Regis vel Regni; 
&c. Cowels Inter. Tit. Glandil. l. 1. C. 2. p. 1 
J. 75. Thoſe who flatter a King that hs 
is above the Law, do moſt notoriouſly contra- 
dict one of the firſt Axioms of our Regal Go- 
vernment, which is, that Lex facit Regem ; and 
he hath originally ſubjected himſelf to the 
Law by his Coronation Oath. Jud. Jenkins 
Works, p. 134. Mirror. Ch. 5; S. 1. p. 225. This 
E 2 - proves 
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proves a King of England to be King by Law 
as alſo that the Coronation Oath is a Fundamen- 
tal Law of this Kingdom, and is antecedent to the 
Subjects Homage and Oath of Fealty, and that 
our firſt Monarch was made fo by their own Con- 
fent. He is a Legal King, his Authority is under 
a Legal Extent; and as Forteſcue ſays, his Power 
Royal is reſtrained by Power Politick, for de Lau- 
dibus Legum Angliæ, p. 16. Therefore a King's 
Grant of any Favour made contrary to Law, is 
void, by another Axiom of our Government, Ni- 
bil alind poteſt Rex, &c. quam quod de Jure poteſt, 
Bracton. He can do nothing as King, but what 
he can legally do. So that it is made the very 
Eſſence of our Kings, to govern according to Law; 
for where the Will governs, and not the Law, 
there he is no longer King; ubi Voluntas imperat, 
&c. The Law is to be the only Rule and Meaſure of 
his Government; and upon this Account it is tru- 
ly faid, that a King of England can do no Wrong, 
nor will his Prerogative be any Warrant to him 
to do an Injury to any one. Noy. 182. 1 Co. 44. 
B. applaud. 247. Jen. Works. 41. He cannot by 
his Grant or Charter alter a Law, nor alter Inheri- 
tance, for this would be Wrong, which he cannot 
do. Forteſcue. C. 9. P. 256. 9 Co. 123. Bro. abr. 
tit: Perog. N. 15,18, 53. 

T. 76. By the 11. Rich. 2. C. 10. It is ordained 
and eſtabliſned, That neither Letters of the Signet, 
nor of the King's privy Seal ſhall be from thence 
forth ſent in Damage or Prejudice of the Realm, 
nor in Diſturbance of the Law. Vid. Sir Rob. Cot, 
Abri. 1 R. 2. Nu. 96. DIL a 
J 77. in the 11. R. 2. Rot. Parl. Pars 1, 2, 3. 


Treſilia#, and five Judges mote, with one of the 
King's 
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King's Serjeants at Law, and one of the King's 
Council at Law, for delivering their extrava- 
gant, illegal and extra-judicial Opinions, That the 
King might avoid a Statute, Ordinance and Com- 
miſſion, which had been made for the Safety 
of both King and Kingdom in the laſt Parlia- 
ment, by the Peers and Commons of the Land, 
with the King's Aſſent; were executed as falſe 
Traytors, by a Judgment from the moſt ſupreme 
Court of Judicature in the Kingdom, the Parlia- 
ment, | 
J. 78. By the Records, 7 H. 4. Rot. Parl. Numb. 
59. It is declared, The King has no Prerogative that 
derogates from Juſtice and Equity. And BraGor, 
in Lib. 3. c. 9. ſaith, The Regal Power is according 
to Law: He has no Power to do any Wrong, nor can 
the King do any Thing but what the Law warrants, 
Our Records of greateſt Authority with us de- 
clare, That our Kings owe all their Power, not to 
any Right of Inheritance, of Conqueſt, or Succeſſuon, 
but to the People. So in the Parliament Rolls of 
Hen. 4. Numb. 108. we read, That the Kingly Of 
fice and Power was granted by the Commons to King 
Henry the Fourth, and before him, to his Predeceſſor 
Richard he Second. Thus the Houſe of Commons 
order'd expreſly to be enter'd upon Record, That 
they had granted to King Richard to uſe the ſame 
Liberty that the Kings of England before him had 
«ſed e Which becauſe he abuſed, to the Subverſion 
of the Laws, and contrary to his Oath at his Co- 
ronation, the ſame Perſons that granted him that 
Power, took it back again, and depoſed him. The 
ſame Men, as appears by the ſame Record, decla- 
red in open Parliament, That having Confidence in 
the Prudence and Moderation of Henry the Fourth: 

5 1 They 
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They will and enaft, That he enjoy the ſame Auibo- 
rity that his Anceſtors enjoy'd : By which, and other 
Examples, it is plain that the Kingly Office is no- 
thing but a Truſt, and a Gift by Vox Populi of all 
the People by their Delegates, in Parliament aſ- 
ſembled. | 

J. 79. Where the Monarchy is regular, as in Ger- 
many, England, &c. the Kings can neither make 
nor change Laws: They are under the Law, 
and the Law is not under them. Their Letters or 
Commands are not to be regarded. In the Admi- 
niſtration of Juſtice, the Queſtion is not what plea- 
ſes them, but what the Law declares to be right, 
which muſt have its Courſe, whether the King be 
buſie, or at Leiſure, whether he will or not. The 
King who never dies, is always preſent in the ſu- 
preme Courts, and neither knows, nor regards the 
Pleaſure of the Man that wears the Crown. 

T. 80 We have had no King, ſince William the 
Firſt, more hardy than Henry the Eighth, and yet 
he acknqwledged the Power of making, changing, 
and repealing Laws to be in the Parliament, It 
was not he, but the Parliament that diffolv'd the 
Abbies: He did not take their Lands to himſelf, 
but received what the Parliament thought fit to 
give him: He did not reje& the Supremacy of the 
Pape, nor aſſume any other Power in Spiritual 
Matters than the Parliament conferr'd upon him. 

J. 81. The Judges of the Land, who are cho- 
ſen by the King, by the Advice of his Council, are 
fo far from depending upon the Will of the King, 
18 Edw. 3. Cap. 1. that they ſwear faithfolly to 
ſerve the People as well as the King, and to do 
' gary to every Man according to the Law of the 

and, notwithſtanding any Writs, Letters, or 
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Commands received from him; and in Default 
thereof, they are to forfeit their Bodys, Lands and 
Goods, as in Caſes of Treaſon. Queen Elizabeth, 
and her Councellors, preſſed the Judges very hard- 
ly to obey the Patent under her great Seal, in the 
Caſe of Cavendiſh; but they anſwer'd; That both 
ſhe, and they had taken an Oath to keep the Law, and 
if they ſhould obey her Commands, the Law would not 
warrant them, & c. Anderſon's Rep. p. 155. And 
beſides the Offence againſt God, their Country, 
and the Commonwealth, they alledged the Ex- 
ample of Expſox and Dudley, (who were executed 
as Traytors, as were Gaveſtone, the two Spencers, 
Terſilian, Strafford, and others, for ſubverting the 
Laws of the Land in Obedience to the Kings 
Command) whereby they ſaid, They were deterred 
from obeying her illegal Commands. They who had 
ſworn to keep the Law; notwithſtanding the 
King's Writs, knew that the Law depended not 
upon his Will: And the ſame Oath that obliged 
them not to regard any Command they ſhould re- 
ceive from him, ſhewed, that they were not to ex- 
ped Indemnity by it; and not only, that the King 
had neither the Power of making, altering, miti- 
gating, or interpreting the Law, but that he was 
not at all to be heard, in general or particular 
Matters, otherwiſe than as he ſpeaks in the com- 
mon Courſe of Jaſtice, by the Courts legally eſta- 
bliſhed, According to Magna Charta, Judgments 
are to be paſſed by Equals: No Man can be impri- 
ſon'd, dileizd of his Freehold, deprived of Life or 
Limb, unleſs by Sentence of his Peers. And Bracton 
ſays, That in receiving Juſtice the King is equal to 
another Mam: Which could not be, if Judgments 


were given by him, and he were exempted * 
the 


1 

the Judgment of all by that Law, which has put 
all Judgments into the Hands of the People. This 
Power is executed by them in grand or pet- 
ty Juries, and the Judges are Aſſiſtauts to them 
in explaining. the difficult Points of the Law, in 
which tis preſumed they ſhould be learned. The 
Strength of every Judgment conſiſts in the Verdict 
of theſe Juries, which the Judges do not give, but 
pronounce or declare. And the fame Law that 
makes good a Verdict given contrary to the Advice 
or Direction of the Judges, expoſes them to the Pe- 
nalties, if upon their own Heads, or a Command 
from the King, they ſhould preſume to give Sen- 
tence, without, or contrary to a Verdict; and 
no Pretentions to a Power of interpret ing the Law, 
can exempt them if they break it: Nay, even in 
ſpecial Verdicts, the Judges are only Aſſiſtants to 
the Juries, who find it ſpecially, and the Verdict 
is from them, tho* the Judges having heard the 
Point argued, declare the Senſe of the Law there- 

n. 

at 82. By an Act of of the Firſt of William and 
Mary, declaring the Rights and Liberties of the 
Subject, and ſettling the Succeſſion of the Crown, 
They do in the firſt Place, (as their Anceſtors in 
like Caſes, have uſually done) for the vindicating 
and afferting their ancient Rights and Liberties, 
declare, | 


I. That the pretended Power of ſuſpending of 
L awr, or the Execution of Laws by regal Authority 


without Conſent of Parliament, is illegal. 


i. That the pretended Power of diſpencing with 


Laws, or the Execution of Laws by regal Authori- 
ty, as it hath been aſſumed, and exerciſed of late, 
157 illegal. 0 X — 5 1 129 4 0 1 — Ws 
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III. That the Commiſſion for erecting the late Court 
of Commiſſioners for Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes, and all 
other Commiſſions and Courts of like Nature, are 
illegal and permcions. 

IV. That levying Money for, and to the Uſe of 
the Crown, by Pretence of Prerogative, without Grant 
of Parliament for longer Time, or in other Manner 
then the ſame i, or ſhall be granted, is illegal. 

V. That it is the Right of the Subject, to petiti- 
on the King, and all Commitments and Proſecu- 
tions for ſuch Petitioning, are illegal. 

VI. That the raiſing, or keeping a Standing Army 
within the Kingdom, in Time of Peace, unleſs it be 
with Conſent of Parliament, is againſt Law. © 

VII. That the Subject, which are Proteſtants, may 
have Arms for their Defence, according to their Con- 
ditions, and as allowd by Law. 

VIII. That Election of Members of Parliament 
ought to be free. | 

IX. That the Freedom of Speech, and Debates, or 
Proceedings in Parliament, ought not to be impeach'd, 
or queſtion d in any Court or Place out of Parliament. 

X. That exceſſrve Bail ought not to be required, 
wor exceſſive Fines impoſed ;, nor cruel and unlawful 
Puniſhments inflicted. ; 

XI. That Jurors ought to be impannel'd, and re- 
turn d ; and Jurors which paſs upon Men, in Trials 


for High-Treaſon, ought to be Free-holders. 


XII. That all Grants, and Promiſes of Fines and 
Forfitures of particular Perſons, before Convictiom, are 
illegal and void. 

XIII. And that for Redreſs of all Grievances, and 


for the amending, ftrengthning, and preſerving of the 


Lews, Parliaments ought to be held frequently. And 
they do claim, demand, aud inſiſt upon all, and 
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ſingular the Premiſes, as their undoubted Rights 
and Liberties; and that no Declarations, Judg- 
ments, Doiugs, or Proceedings, to the Prejudice of 
the People in any of the ſaid Premiſes, ought in 
any wiſe to be drawn hereafter into Conſequence 
or Example. And whereas it hath been found by 
Experience, that it is inconſiſtant with the Safety 
and Welfare of this Proteſtant Kingdom, to be 
govern'd by a Popiſb Prince, or by any King or Queen 
marrying a Papiſt, tis declar'd, That all and every 
Perſon, or Perſons, that js, are, or ſhall be reconciled 
to, or ſhall profeſs the Popiſh Religion, or ſhall marry a 
Papiſt, ſhall be excluded, and be. for ever uncapable, to 
inberit, poſſeſs, or enjoy the Crown and Government of 
this Realm, and Ireland, and the Dominions thereunto 
belonging, or any Part of the ſame, or to have, uſe or 
exerciſe any Regal Power, Authority, or Juriſdicłion 
within the ſame; and in all, and every ſuch Caſe or 
Caſes,the People of theſe Realms ſhall be, and are hereby 
ab ſolved of their Allegiance ;, and the ſaid Crown and 
Government ſhall from time to Time deſcend to, and 
be enjoy d by ſuch Perſon or Perſons, being Proteſtants, 
ar ſhould have inherited and enjoyed the ſame, in Caſe 
the ſaid Perſon or Perſons, ſo reconciled, holding Com- 
munion, or profeſſing, or marrying, 4s aforeſaid, were 
naturally dead, | 

J. 83. Tis plain from what hath been ſaid, that 
all Government, Authority and Magiſtracy proceeds 
from the People. Now I will ſhew, that they have 
Authority to ſet aſide the next Heir to Government, 
when unfit or uncapable to govern: And alſo, to 
dilpoſſæſs them that are in Poſſeſſion, if they ob- 
ſerve not the Laws and Conditions by which, and 
for which their Dignities were given them; and 
when it is done upon juſt and urgent Cauſes, * 
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by publick Authority of the whole Body, the Ju- 
ſtice thereof is plain. As when the Prince ſhall 
endeavour to eſtabliſh Idolatry, or any Religion 
which is repugnant to the Scripture, contrary to 
the Laws of the Land, or to deſtroy the People, or 
make them Slaves to his tyrannical Will and Plea- 
ſare. For as the whole Body natural may cure its 
Head when out of Order, ſo may the Body Poli- 
tick cure or purge their Heads, when they are per- 
nicious or deſtructive to the Body Politick ; ſeeing 
that a Body civil may have divers Heads by Suc- 
ceſſion, or Election, and cannot be bound to one 
as a Body Natural is: Which Body natural, if it 
had Ability to cut off its akeing or ſickly Head, and 
take another, I doubt not but it would do it, and 
that all Men would confeſs it had Authority ſuffi- 
cient, and Reaſon ſo to do, rather than that the 
other Parts ſhould periſh, or live in Pain and con- 
tinual Torment : So may the Body Politick chuſe 
another Head and Governor in the Room of its 
deſtructive one; which hath been done for many 
Ages, and God hath wonderfally concurred (for 
the moſt Part) with ſach judicial Acts of the 
Commonwealth againſt their evil Princes; not on- 
ly proſpering the ſame, but by giving commonly 
ſome notable Succeſſor in the Place of the depri- 
ved, thereby both to juſtifie the Fact, and remedy 
the Fault of him that went before. Saul was ſlain 
by the Philiſtinet, by Gods Appointment, for not 
fullfilling the Law and Limits preſcribed unto him. 
Ammon was lawful King alſo, yet he was ſlain for 
not walking in the Way preſcribed him by 
God, 2 Kines xxi. and David and Joſiah were 
made Kings in their rooms, who were two 
moſt excellent Princes. Shalum, Pekahiah and Pe- 
fab, three wicked and idolotrous Kings of 
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Iſrael, were ſlain one after another; and all the 
Kings of Iſrael who violated the Covenant and 
Conditions annexed to their Crowns, did, for the 
moſt Part, loſe their Lives, and underwent the ut- 
ter Extirpation of their Poſterities from the Crown. 
Rehoboam (for only threatning to oppreſs the Peo- 
le) was deſerted by them, who choſe Feroboam 
his Servant in his Stead, which was approved of 
by God. 

J. 44. If I ſhould inſtance all the Kings of 1/rael, 
whom God permitted (or appointed) to be (lain, 
and thoſe that were carried away Captive by rhe 
Heathens, for their unjuſt Government, I ſhould 
he too copious. But I will leave the Hebrews, 
and give you ſeveral Examples of the depriving 
of evil Princes of the Government in France, 
Spain, Portngal, &c. and laſt of all in Scotland and 
England, and the Happineſs and Proſperity that 
did attend thoſe Proceedings; and by Conſequence 
God approved thereof, and does approve of ſuch 
Acts. 

J. 85. There were two great Changes made of 
the Royal Line in France; the firſt from Phara- 
mond to the the Line of Pepin, and the moſt re- 
mote in Blood of his Deſcendants, having often 
been preferred before the neareſt, and Baſtards be- 
fore the Legitimate Iſſue; they were at laſt all laid 
aſide. The ſecond from Pepin to Hugo Capet, in 
which Family the Crown remains to this Day. 
Childerick the Third was deprived for his evil Go- 
vernment, and Pepin was choſen King in his Stead, 
whoſe Poſterity reigned for many Years after him, 
and were brave Kings, as Hiſtory doth teſtify. 
Lewis the Third, and Charles, Sirnamed Le Groſs, 
were both deprived by the States of Aar for 

8 F N 


(61) 
their evil Government, and ſuch who were thought 
more worthy appointed in their Stead, All French 
Aiſtorians do attribute to theſe great Changes that 
have been made by the People, the Proſperity 
and Greatneſs of their Kingdom. Henry the third, 
before he was King of France, was choſen King 
of Polonia, who departing thence without Leave, 
and not returning according to his Promiſe, 
was deprived by Act of Parliament. 
TC. 86. In Spain, Rotherick and Alphonſo were 
deprived for their evil Government. Bernard the 
Son of Charlemaine of France, was rejected, be- 
cauſe they would not be govern'd by a French- 
man. Alphonſo the Third, Sirnamed The Great, a 
brave Prince, yet at laſt fell into Tyranny, was 
twice depos'd. Puff. p. 29, 30. Favila, King of 
Caſtile, a cruel Tyrant, was depos'd by the Caſta- 
lians, who abjur'd him, and ſet up Magi, like 
that of the Perſſant, to govern them. Alphonſo 
the Fourth being judg'd unfit to govern, was ob- 
lig'd to ſurrender the Kingdom to his Brother Ra- 
micas. Ordoni us uſurped the Crown, and baniſh- 
ing Santius Craſius, the People roſe to reſtore their 
good King, and pull'd down Ordonius, and ſet up 
Sant ius the ſecond Time, Blanch, Wife of Lew- 
is the Eighteenth of France, was put by, and the 
younger Siſter Beringaria ſet up in her Stead. Al- 
phonſo the Tenth was depoſed, and Flavio Suin- 
tilla, was deprived for his evil Government, to- 
gether with all his Poſterity, and Siſſinando cho- 
ſen in his Room. Peter, Sirnamed The Cruel, was 
twice dethron'd; the laſt time, they ſent for a 
Baſtard Brother of his named Hexry, Count of 
Traſtaramara, Baſtard to Alphonſo, the Eleventh 
King of Caſtile, that lived in France, deſiring him 
to 
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to come with ſome French-men, to aſſiſt them in 
that AR; and take the Crown upon himſelf; which 
he did by the help of the Spaniards, and flew him 
in Fight Hand to Hand, and ſo enjoyed the Crown, 
and his Poſterity after him: This Henry was 2 
moſt excellent King, as well for his Courage in 
War, as for his other brave Qualities. . Henry the 
Fourth, call'd The Scandal of Spain, who being in- 
capable of getting Children, hired another Man 
to lie with his Queen, and declar'd that Daughter 
ſo begotten, Heir apparent, for which the Nobi- 
lity entered into an Aſſociation, depos'd him, and 
gave the Crown to Alphonſo the Eleventh. King 
Ferdinand, and his Daughter who was married to 
the King of Caſtile, and her Uncle by the Father's 
Side, were rejected, and the Crown given to John, 
a Knight of Calatrava, and Baſtard to an Uncle of 
Ferdinand their King, 

FJ. 87. In the Year 1581. the States of Holland. 
in a general Aſſembly at the Hague, abjur'd all 
Obedience and Subjection to Philip, King of 
Spain; and in a Declaration juſtiſie their ſo do- 
ing; For that by bis tyrannons Government, againſt 
Faith ſo _ given and broken, he had loſt hi 
Right to all the Belgic Provinces; that therefore they 
depos'd him, Thuan, 1. 74. From that Time to 
— 2 State or Kingdom has proſpered fo mych 
as they. | 

J. 88, In Portugal, Alphonſus was depoſed 
becauſe he was young, and his Mother en- 
croaching upon their Liberties. Don Sancho the 
Second was deprived by the univerſal Conſent 
of all Portugal, and Don Alanſo, his Brother ſet . 
up: Who, amongſt other great Exploits, was the 
firſt, that ſet Portugal free from all Subjection, De- 2 
pendance, I - 
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pendance and Homage to the Kingdom of Caſtile. 
And his Son who was his Succeſſor, builded and 
founded above forty great Towns in Portugal; 
who was likewiſe a moſt rare Prince; and his 
Off-ſpring ruleth to this Day. 

T. 89. In Denmark, Chriſtopher the Second, 
Waldemar, Erick were depoſed, and Chriſtian the 
Second Arno 1523. was depoſed, for his evil Go- 
vernment,and Frederick Duke of Holſtein, was choſe 
in his Stead : The Anceſtors of the preſent King 
of Denmark ; (iſternus, for his intolerable Cruelty, 
was deprived, and his three Children difinherit- 
ted, and his Uncle Frederick, Duke of Holſtein, 
was Choſen in his Stead, whoſe Off-ſpring re- 
maineth in the Crown. 

J. go. In Poland, LeFicus the Second, Anne 
750. Leſcus, the Firſt, Micciſſauas, Senior, and 
Uladiflans the third, firnam'd Loficus were de- 
poſed for their Male-Adminiſtration. Szgiſmond, 
a Hungarian, was refuſed the Crown, tho' Heir 
to it becauſe he was a Hungarian, Henry of An- 
jou, deſerted Poland upon his being made King 
of France, upon which they choſe a new King. 

FJ. 91. In Sweden, Ingellus, Amund, Swercher, 
Maldemar, Birgir, Magnus, and Albert his Suc- 
ceſſor, were all twice depoſed; Erick was twice 
depoſed, and Chriſtopher, Duke of Bavaria, made 
King in his Stead 3 Charles Cnateſon, was depofF- 
ed, and Chriſtian King of Denmark, crown'd in 
his Stead, who likewiſe turning Tyrant was de- 
poſed, and Charles reſtored again, and depos'd 
again for his Tyranny, and reſtor'd again, and 
died in Poſſeſſion. Stenture reigned fourteen. 

Years as Regent not as King, was depoſed, 
and John the ſecond made King, Who t 
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ing Tyrant was depoſed, and Stenture made Re- 
gent again. Erick was, by the univerfal Riſing 
of the People, depoſed for his Tyranny, and his 
Brother Charles made King in his Stead. © + Sigi/- 
mond of Poland, about the Beginning of this Age, 
was depoſed for attempting to reſtore Popery, and, 
in a full Aſſembly of the Eſtates, declar'd incapa- 
ble to reign, and Charles, Duke of Sundermarid, 
his Uncle, made King in his Room, who was the 
Father of the great Guſlavas Adolphas. i: 

J. 93. Tarquin being expelled for his Tyran- 
ny, the Romans had ſuch a Hatred againſt the 

Family, that they would never after name any of 
their Children Tarquin. Upon the Altetation of 
their Government, Junius Brutis was made Con- 
ſul, who executed Juſtice upon his own Sons; and 
ſtood himſelf upon the judgment-Seat, and ſaw 
them put to Death, for conſpiring to reſtore the 
Family of Tarquin to the Throne. Romulus, Ni- 
#4 Pompilins, Tullus Hoſtilins, Ancis Marticas, 
Tarquinius Priſcus, Servitis Tullius, and Tarquinins 
Swperbys, were depoſed for their Tyranny, and 

the Roman Government turn'd into a Common- 
wealth, the beſt regulated at firſt that ever the 

World ſaw. The depoling the Roman Emperors 
would be endleſs to ennumerate: No Man can 
pretend that they had a divine Right, who were 
moſt of them of mean Birth and proclaim'd by 
the Soldiery. Valentinian was the Son of a Ro- 
per; Jovian of mean Birth, and a Foot-Soldier, 
and the like; they came in by Force, and were 
driven out by Force; and thirty ſix of them were 

murther'd by one another. There are no Parts of 

Hiſtory, but are full of Examples of this Kind, 

and the nearer we go back to the Beginning of 
Government, 
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Government, the more Inſtances we have of the 
Peoples ſetting up, and pulling down their Mo- 
narchs for their Tyranny. YN 

J. 93. Nay, the very Emperors of Germany, 
when they infringed the Rules of Government, 
which they had ſworn inviolably to obſerve, and 
violated the fundamental Laws of the Empire, the 
States have oppoſed and reſiſted them,and finally de- 
prived them of the Empire. The German Lawyers 
have always held, and do (till hold it for a certain 
Truth, That when they abuſe their Power, for the over- 
turning of the State, or for invading the Rights of the 
Princes of the Empire, that it is a Right inherent in 
the Empire, to deprive them of their imperial Dignity 
and to confer the ſame on another. This is declared 
by Lampadius, Arnizæus, Diderick, Cenrineins, 
Lambert, Schafnaburgh, Aventin, I. 7. Annal. Cuſpin, 
and many others. Lewis the Good, in the Year 
833. Henry the fourth, and Menceſlaus in the Year 
1400 were depoſed by the Electors of the Empire 
for their evil Government. 

J. 94. In Scotland, the Nobility and Gentry, . 
Ge. took Arms againſt Durſtus their King for his 
intolerable Cruelty, and ſlew him and his Confe- 
derates in Battle (and put by his Sons, leſt they 
ſhould imitate their Father's Vices) aud elected 
Even, his Brother in his Stead, who leaving a Ba- 
ſtard Son, the Kingdom was conferred on him. 
Crathy Cinthas, having ſurpriz'd and {lain Donald, 
for his Tyranny, he was unanimouſly choſen King, 
Ethus, was for his evil Government, deprived, and 
Gregory made King in his Stead. James the Third, 
of Seotland, for endeavouring to introduce au ar- 
bitrary Government, after the Violation of many 
ſolemn Promiſes to the contrary; the ain; 
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and Gentry, in great Numbers, aſſembled them- 
ſelves together, having his Eldeſt Son, about Six- 
teen Years of Age, at their Head to oppoſe his 
Deſigns; who met in the Field of Sterling, where 
the King was deſerted and ſlain, and his Son was 
declared King; and in a free Parliament, ſoon 
after call'd, the Battle of the Field of Sterling 
was fully debated, and by the unanimous Con- 
ſent of the three Eſtates, it was declared and 
' adjudged, That thoſe that were ſlain in the ſaid 
Field of Sterling, in the Aſſiſtance and Defence 
of the late King, had fallen by their omn deſer- 
wing, and juſily ſuffered the Puniſhment of their 
Raſhneſs: That the Conquerors were innocently guil- 
ty of the Blood there ſhed, and fairly acquitted of any 
Purſuit, The Act of Parliament condemns the 
arbitrary Proceedings of the ſaid King James the 
Third, fines and forfeits moſt of the Nobility 
and Gentry that ſtood by him at the Battle of 
Sterling, and juſtifies and clears all thoſe that 
fought againſt him, in Defence of their Laws 
and Liberties, as is to be ſeen in the Scorch Acts 
of Parliament, Printed by the Authority of Queen 
Mary of Scotland; of which ſee more in Bucha- 
nan, Drummond's Hiſtory of the Five James, and 
others. Buchanan {peaking of his Country, faith, 
That it was free from the Beginning; created it ſelf 
Kings upon this very Condition, that the Empire 
being conferred on them by the Suffrages of the Peo- 
ple, if the Matter required it, they might take it away 
by the ſame Suffrages Of which Law many Foot- 
ſteps have remained to our Age. 

. 95. I will end this Narration with Exam- 
ples out of England (before and fince the Con- 
guelt) Arehigallo, Emerian, Vortigern, ——_ 

ing 
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Kings of the Weſt-Saxons; Beornred, and Alured 
Kings of Northumberland, were all deprived of 


their Thrones for their evil Government, and 
ſuch who were thought more worthy preferred 


in their Stead. ' King Edwin being deprived for 


his unjuſt Government, the Crown was given to 


his Brother Edgar, who was one of the rareſt 
Princes that the World had in his Time, both 


for Peace and War, Juſtice, Piety and Valor, 
He kept a Navy (ſaith Stow) of three Thouſand and 
fix hundred Ships, diſtributed in divers Parts for 
the Defence of the Realm, and he built and reſtored 
orty ſeven Monaſteries at his own Charge, &c. 

J. 96. After the Conqueſt, King Edward the Se- 
cond, Richard the Second and Richard the Third, 
were, for not governing acccrding to the Laws of 
the Land, deprived of the Government, and Edward 
the Third and Henry the Fourth and Seventh, were 
preferred in their Rooms, who were meſt rare and 
valiant Princes, who have done many important 
Acts in this Kingdom, and have raiſed many Fami- 
lies to Nobility, put down others, changed States 
both abroad and at home, altered the Courſe of 
Deſcent in the Blood-Royal, and the like; which 
was unjuſt, and is void to this Day, if the Changes 
and Deprivations of the former Kings were un- 
lawful, (according to the Doctrine of Paſſzve Obe- 
dience without Reſerve) and conſequently all 
thoſe Princes that have ſucceeded them (which 
yet never fail'd of a conſtant Deſcent) were 
Uſurpers; and thoſe who do pretend to the 
Crown of England at this Day, have no Title; 
but by Virtue of the late Act of Parliament 
(which was never denied, or dare be denied) 
for that from thoſ2 Men they deſcended, who 
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were put in the Place of the. aforemention'd De- 
prived, by the People. And this is, and hath been 
the Cuſtom and Practice of all Kingdoms and 
Common-wealths, to deprive their Princes for 
their evil Government, and that God hath, and 
does concurr with the ſame, is plain from the Ex- 
amples before mention'd, of the Proſperity and 
Happineſs that hath attended thoſe Acts. 

F. 97. In the Reign of King John, the Barons, 
Prelates, and Commons, took a ſolemn Oath, That 
if he ſbould refuſe to grant and confirm their Laws 
and Liberties, they would make War againſt him ſo 
long, and withdraw themſelves from their Allegiance 
to him, until he ſboud confirm to them by a Charter, 
ratified with his Seal all things which they required, 
And if the King ſhould afterwards peradventure re- 
cede from his Oath, as they verily believed he whuld, 
by Reaſon of his double Dealing, they would forthwith, 
by ſeizing on his Caſiles, compel him to give Satisfa- 
Gion. He afterwards breaking his Oath and Pro- 
miſe, the Barons ſaid, What ſhall we do with this 
wicked King? If we let him thus alone, be will de- 
ſtray us and our People; it is expedient, therefore, 
that he ſhould be expelled the Throne, We will not 
have him any longer to reign over us. And accor- 
dingly they ſent ſome of their own Body, both 
Lords and Commons beyond Sea, for Lewis, the 
Prince of France, whom they had choſen (M. 
Weſt. 274.) to be their King, and ſwore Fealty to 
him, but they afterwards diſcovering, that he had 
{worn that he would oppreſs them, and extirpate 
all their Kindred,they rejected him, and ſet up Hen- 
ry the Third, King John's eldeſt Son, who was not 
full Nine Years old, The Earl of Pembroke, 
Great Marſbal, ſpoke to this Effect to them, Tho' 
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we have proſecuted the Father, and that juſily, yet this 
young Infant is pure and innocent from thoſe his Doings: 
Tou know what the Scripture ſaith, The Child ſhall 
not bear the Iniquity of his Father: Come, let 2 
pity hit tender Tears, and make, and conſtitute him 
our King, and throw off this Yoke of vile Slavery 
from us, this French King's Son and his People. 
At laſt the whole Council, as if they had been 
inſpired from Heaven, cried out with one Voice, 
Fiat fic, fiat Rex, fiat Rex ; be it ſo, he ſhall be our 
King, Ann. Dom. 1216. So the Day was appoint- 
ed for his Coronation, which was Simon and Jude. 
K niehton de vent. Anelie. Col. 2426, 2427. and vid, 
Mat. Par. f. 289, and 309, 

T. 98. In the Reign of Edward the Second, the 
Parliament met at London, and declared by common 
Conſent, That he was unworthy of the Crown; and for 
many Cauſes depos'd him, and choſe his Son Ed- 
ward by unanimous Conſent, and his Election was 

ublickly declared in Weſtmrinſter-Hall. Some of 
th Houſes were ſent to Edward the ſecond to 
acquaint him with the Election of his Son, and to 
require him to reſign the Crown, which according- 
ly he did, all the People conſented to the Electi- 
on; as did all the Prelates, and the Arch-Biſhop 
made an Oration on theſe Words, Vox Populi, 
Vox Dei, exhorting all to pray for the King elect. 

J. 99. In the 39th Year of Henry the Sixth, 
Richard Duke of Tork, lays his Claim to the Crown 
in Parliament; and after long Arguments made, 
and deliberate Conſultation had among the Peers 
Prelates and Commons of the Realm; ſays Graf- 
ton, It was condeſcended and agreed, that King 
Henry having been taker for King above thirty Eight 
Fears, that he ſhould enjoy the ſame daring bis L if : 
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Nut if | het either died or" reſigned, - or forfeited the 
ſame, for infringing any Point of this Concord, then 
the ſaid Crown and Authority Royal ſhould tprmedi- 
ately deſcend to the; Duke of York, if he- then li- 
ved, or elſe to the next Heir of his Line, or Line- 
age; and that the Duke, from thenceforth ſhould be 
Protector and Regent of the Land, provided always, 
That if the King did cloſely, or appartly fludy, or 
go about to break, or alter this Agreement, or to 
compaſs or imagine the Death or Deſtruction of the 
ſaid Duke, or his Blood, he ſhould forfeit the Crown, 
and the Duke of York ſhould have it. Theſe Ar- 
ticles were not only written, ſealed and ſworn to, 
by the two Parties, but alſo were enacted in the 
High Court of Parliament. Grafton's Chron. fol. 
647. vid. Cott. Records 39 Henry the Sixth, from 
No. 10. to No. 33. But Duke Richard being ſlain 
in the Battle of Wakefield, his Son Edward call'd 
a Council of Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
laid open his Title to the Realm to them, with 
the Articles of Agreement. After the Lords had 
conſidered and weighed his Title and Declaration, 
they determined by Authority of the ſaid Coun- 
cil; foraſmuch as King Henry the Sixth, contra- 
ry to his Oath, Honour and Agreement, had vi- 
olated, and infringed the Order taken and ena- 
cted in the laſt Parliament; and alſo, becauſe he 
was inſufficient to rule the Realm, and unprofi- 
table to the Commonwealth, he was therefore 
by the aforeſaid Authority, deprived and reje- 
ded of all Kingly Honour and Regal Sovereign- 
ty, and incontinent Edward, Earl of Marche, was 
by the Lords in the ſaid Council aſſembled, na- 
med, elected, and admitted for King and Go- 

vernor 
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vernor of the Realm. And the Peop'e being got 
together in St. Jobr''s Fields to behold the Muſter 
that was there that Day, the Lord Fauconbridge, 
who took the Muſters, wiſely declared to the 
Multitude, the Offences and Breaches of the late 
Agreement done by King Henry the Sixth; and 

demanded whether they would have the ſaid King 
Henry to reign any longer over them, to whom 
they with one Voice, anſwer'd, Nay, Nay; then 
asking them if they would ſerve and obey the 
Earl of Marche, as their Sovereign Lord, they 
anſwer'd Tea, Tea, crying King Edward, with” 
many great Shouts, and clapping of Hands. The 
Lords being advertiſed of the loving Conſent, 
which the Commons frankly and freely of theit 
free Will had given; they all preſently, with ſe- 
veral of the moſt ſubſtantial Commons, went to 
Baynard's Caſtle, and acquainted the ſaid Earl with 
their Election and Admiſſion, and the loving Aſ- 
ſent of the faithful Commons ; and the next Day, 
being conveyed to Weſtminſter, his Title and 
Claim to the Crown was declared; Firſt as Son 
and Heir to Richard his Father, right Inheritor to 
the ſame: Secondly, by Authority of Parlia- 
ment, and Forfeiture committed by King Henry, 
And the Commons being again demanded, if they 
would admit and take the ſaid Earl as their So- 
vereign Lord, all with one Voice cried Tea, Yea 
which Agreement concluded, he was them again 
proclaimed, and the 29th of June following, he 
was crowned King at Weſtminſter, by the Name 
of King Edward the Fourth. Graft. Chron. f. 652, 
653, 659. Vid. Speed's Hiſt. f. 851. Col. 1, 2. 
Stow, f. 414. Col. 2. 415. Col. 1. 1 
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MT. 1co. Thus by the common Uſage of Ex- 
gland, which is the common Law of .Eng/and, Kings 
(degenerating into Tyrants) may be deprived for 
evil Government, and others ſet up in their Stead, 
is plain from the aforegoing Examples. 1 
T. 101. That all Magiſtrates and Governors do + 
proceed from the People, is plain from the follow- 
ing Examples in Scripture, Deut. xvi. 18, 19. 
The Children of Iſrael are commanded to make 
Fudges and Officers throughout their Tribes Deut. 
xvii. 14, 15. When thou art come into the Land, 
&c. and ſhalt ſay, I will ſet a King over me, like 
as all the Nations that are about me : Thou ſhalt in 
any wiſe ſet him a King over thee, whom the Lord thy 
God ſhall choſe: One from amongſt thy Brethren, ſhalt 
thou ſet over thee ;, thou may'ſi not ſet a Stranger over 
thee. So God did only reſerve to himſelf the No- 
mination of their King; by which he defign'd to 
make his People more happy than they could ex- 
pet by their own peculiar Choice: He knowing 
the Heart of Man, and the Corruption of their 
Nature, did nominate them who were moſt fit to 
govern his People; yet God did not require the 
eme to accept him for King whom he nominated, 
at left it to their own free Will, whether they 
would approve of him or not, is plain from the 
following Examples. Upon the Death of Saul, 
David was ſet up by the Appointment of Almigh- 
ty God, yet there was only the Tribe of Judah 
that followed David, and made him King; Eleven 
Tribes followed Iſhboſheth, SauPs Son, whom 
they made King; and tho' David had a long 
War againſt them, yet he doth not call them Re- 
bels; neither do we find that God puniſh'd them 
or ſent any Judgment upon them for not accept- 


ing 


ing of David as King; and when Rechab and Ba- 
rb had ſlain IBboſherh; and brought his Head to 
David at Hebron, ſay ing, Behold the Head of thine 
Enemy yet David, inſtead of rewarding them, 
cauſed them to be ſlain for killing of 1#boſherh, 
whom he calls a righteons Perſon, not a Rebel: 
After whoſe Death, all thoſe Tribes came to Da- 
vid, and made a Compact with him for the Perfor- 
mance of ſuch Conditions, which they thought 
_ neceſſary for the ſecuring of their Liberty, before 
they made him King, 2 Sam. Chap, 2, 3, 4, 5. 

FJ. 102. The making of Solomon King by David 
his Father, was not thought ſufficient without the 
People's Conſent, elſe why did the People anoint 
Solomon and make him King the ſecond Time? 

J. 103. Saul, who left behind him many Chil- 
dren, yet not any of them ſucceeded him, except 
Thboſheth, who was not his eldeſt Son, who was 
' anointed King by Abrer, the General Captain of 
that Nation, to whom Eleven Tribes followed, un- 
til he was ſlain, and then they choſe David. And 

onathan, one of Saul's Sons ſo much praiſed in 

oly Scripture, being ſlain in War, his Son Me- 
phiboſheth did not ſucceed to the Crown, tho by 
Succeſſion he had a more plauſible Right to it 
than David God promiſed David, that his Seed 
ſhould reign for ever after ; yet we do not find this 
performed to any of his elder Sons, nor to any of 
their Off-ſpring, but only to Solomon his youngeſt 
and tenth Son. After the Death of Solomon, Ne- 
hoboam, the lawful Son and Heir of King Solo- 
mon, came to Sichem where all the People of 1ſracl 
were aſſembled together, for his Coronation and 
Admiſſion to the Crown, (for until that Time he 
was not accounted as true King) but he refuſing to 
eats 
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eaſe them of ſome heavy Impoſitions which they 
had received from his Father, Ten of the Twelve 
Tribes refuſe to admit him their King, and choſe 
Jeroboam his Servant, and made him their lawful 
King, and God allowed thereof; for when Reho- 
boam had prepared one Hundred and Fourſcore 
Thouſand choſen Men, to reduce thoſe Ten 
Tribes to his Obedience, God commanded him 
to deſiſt by his Propher She maj ab, and ſo they 
did. Ammon being ſlain by his own Servants, 
the People of the Land ſlew them that had con- 
ſpired againſt him, and made Joſiah his Son, King 
in his Stead, which had been moſt impertinent if 
he was King before they made him ſo. _ 

F. 104, We read Judg. viii. 21, 22, 23. That 
after Gideon had ſlain Zebah and Zalmunna with 
the Mzidianites, the Children of Iſrael ſaid unto 
Gideon, Rule thon over us, both thou and thy Sons, 
and thy Sons Sons alſo; for thou haſt. delivered us 
from the Hand of Midian, But he refufing their 
Offer, they afterwards made his Baſtard Son Abi- 
melech, King, tho he had Seventy lawful begotten 
SONS. | 

T. 105. Zimri having ſlain 4%, King of Judah, 
reigned in his Stead, but the Children of 1/rael 
hearing thereof, rejected him, and made Omri, the 
Captain of the Hoſt, King of Jrael, 1 Kings xvi. 
15. 16. / 

J 106. The Iſraelites met together, and choſe 
Ehud, Gideon, Sampſon, Fephthah, and others, to 
be their Leaders, whom they judg'd fit to deli- 
ver them from their Enemies. By the ſame Right 
they aſſembled at Mifpeth, to make War againſt 
the Tribe of Benjamin, when Juſtice was denied 
10 
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to be done againſt thoſe who had abuſed the 
Levites Concubine. Jeba, and all the other Kings 
of Iſrael, whether good or bad, had no other Ti- 
tle than was conferred upon them by the Peo- 
ple, which could not have given them any, un- 
leſs they had met together; nor met together, 
without the Conſent, and againſt the Will of 
thoſe that reigned, unleſs the Power had been in 
themſelves. | 

FJ. 107. The Kingdom of Edom appointed a 
Deputy to rule over them inſtead of a King, there 
being no King in Edow. 1 Kings xxii. 47. See 
 Maceab. ix. 28, 29, 30. and xiii. 8, 9. and xiv. 
41, to 49. by which it is further apparent, that 
their Kings and Governors were choſen by the 
People. Theſe and the like Determinations of 
Nations about admitting, or refuſing of Princes 
to reign, or not to reign over them, or depriving 
them becauſe of their evil Government, when they 
are found incurable, provided ſuch Nations acted 
for wiſe and good Ends, and were moved by juſt 
Canſes, and ſufficient Reaſons, their Reſolutions 
were not only allow'd but approv'd of God, the 
Lover of Juſtice, as correſponding with the righ- 
teous and gracious Deſigns of his Providence, 
which always intends the Welfare and Happineſs 
of Mankind. | - 

FJ. 108. If the Subject may in no Caſe reſiſt, 
then there can be no Law, but the Will and Plea- 
ſure of the Prince : For whoever muſt be oppo- 
ſed in nothing, may do every thing; then all 
our Laws ſignify no more than ſo many Cyphers ; 
And what are the Law-Makers, but ſo many Fools 
and Mad-men, who give themſelves Trouble to 

no 
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no Purpoſe? For if the King is not obliged to 
govern by thoſe Laws that they make, to what 
Purpoſe are the People to obey ſuch Laws? 

J. 109. If the King ſue me by Pretence of 
Law, and endefvour to take away my Money, 
my Houſe, or my Land, I may defend them by 
the Law: But if he comes armed to take away 
our Liberty, Life or Religion, which are ours by 
the Laws of God and Man, may we not ſecure 
them with a good Confcience >? —\— © 

T. 110. Every Man has a Right to preſerve 
himſelf, his Rights and Priviledges, againſt him 
who has no Authority to invade them : And this 
was the Caſe of Sampſon, who made War upon 
the Philitines for burning his Wife and her Father; 
Sampſon, who was but a private Perſon, knew he 
could have no other kind of Juſtice againſt them, 
than what the Law of Nature gives every Man. 

J. 111. The Work of all Magiſtrates is always 
and every where the ſame, even in the Doing of 
Juſtice, and procuring the Welfare of thoſe that 
create them, This we learn from common Senſe. 
Plato, Ariſtotle, Cicero, and the beſt human Au- 
thors lay it as an unmoveable Foundation, upon 
which they build their Arguments relating to Mat- 
ters of that Nature. And the Apoſtle Paul de- 
clares, Rom. xiii. That Rulers are not 4 Terror to 
good Works, but to evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid 
of the Power ? Do that which js good, and thou ſhalt 
bave Praiſe of the ſame; for he is the Miniſter 4 
God unto thee for good : But if thou do that whic 
is evil, be afraid, for he beareth not the Sword in 
vain; for he is the Miniſter of God, a Revenger to 
execute Wrath upon hime that doth evil. For this 

Cauſe 
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Cauſe pay 30 Tribute alſo, Rom. xiii. 6. And the 
Reaſon. St. Paul gives for praying for Kings, and 


all that are in Authority, is, That we may live a 


quiet and peaceable Life in all Godlineſs and Ho- 
zeſty, 1 Tim. ii. But if this be the Work of the 
Magiſtrate, and the glorious Name of God's Mi- 
niſter be given to him for the Performance of it, 
we may eaſily ſee to whom that Title belongs. 
His Children and Servants ye are whoſe Work ye do. 
He therefore, and he only, is the Servant of God, 
who does the Work of God; who is 4 Terror 
to thoſe that do evil, and a Praiſe to thoſe that do 
well; who beareth the Sword for the Puniſhment of 
Wickedneſs and Vice; and ſo geverns, that the 
People way live quietly in all Godlineſs and Ho- 
zeſty. The Order of his Inſtitution is inveſted, 
and the Inſtitution vacated, if the Power be tur- 
ned to the Praiſe of thoſe who do Evil, and be- 
comes a Terror to ſuch as do well; and that 
none who live honeſtly and juſtly can be quiet un- 
der it. If God be the Fountain of Juſtice, Mer- 
cy and Truth, and thoſe his Servants who walk 
in them; no Exerciſe of Violence, Fraud, Cru- 
elty, Pride, or Avarice, is patronized by him: 
And they who are the Authors of thoſe Villanies, 
cannot but be the Miniſters of him, who ſets him- 
ſelf up againſt God; becauſe *tis impoſſible that 
Truth and Falſhood, Mercy and Cruelty, Juſtice 
and the moſt violent Oppreſſion can proceed from 
the ſame Root. It was a Folly and a Lie in thoſe 
Jews, to call themſelves the Children of Abrabam, 
who did not the Works of Abraham; and Chriſt 
declared them to be the Children of the Devil, 
whoſe Works they did, John viii. 39, 44. which 
Words proceeding from the eternal Truth, do 3 
| we 
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well ſhew to us, whoſe Child and Servant every 
Man is to be accounted, as to thoſe who firſt heard 
them. All Princes therefore, that have Power, 
are not to be eſteemed equally the Miniſters of 
God. They that are ſo, muſt receive their Dig- 
nity from a Title that is not common to al], even 
from a juſt Employment of their Power to the 
Encouragement of Vertue, and to the Diſcourage- 
ment of Vice. He that pretends to the Venera- 
tion and Obedience due to the Miniſters of God, 
muſt by his Actions manifeſt that he is ſo. And, 
tho? I am unwilling to advance a Propoſition that 
may ſound harſhly to tender Years, I am encli- 
ned to believe, that the ſame Rule which obliges 
us to yield Obedience to the good Magiſtrate, 
who is the Miniſter of God, and aſſures us, that 
in obeying him, we obey God; does equally ob- 
lige us not to obey thoſe who make themſelves 
the Miniſters of the Devil, leſt in obeying them, 
we obey the Devil, whoſe Works they do. And 
the Apoſtle, commanding our Obedience. to the 
Miniſters of God for our good, commands us not 
to be obedient to the Miniſter of the Devil to our 
Hurt ; for we cannot ſerve two Maſters. By this it 
appears, that Kings, and the loweſt Officer of Ju- 
ſtice in the World, is the Miniſter of God for 
good, as well as a King, or any other Magiſtrate, 
they are to be feared by thoſe that do ill, and 
not by ſuch as do well; for having no more 
Power than what the Law directs, they cannot 
depart from the Precepts of the Apoſtle : My own 
Actions therefore, or the Senſe of my own Guilt 
ariſing from them, is to be the Meaſure of my 
Fear of that Magiſtrate, who is the Miniſter of 
God, and not his Power, | | 
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J. 112, St. Chryſoſtom, in his Expoſition on 
St. Pauls Words, Let every Soul be ſubje# to the 
higher Powers, ſaith, He tells us not what thoſe 
higher Powers are, nor who they are, for he ne- 
ver intended to overthrow all Governments and the 
ſeveral Conſtitutions of Nations, and ſubject all to 
one Man's Will. Every good Emperour acknow- 
ledged, that the Laws of the Empire was above 
himſelf: And the ſame Principle and Notion of 
Government has obtain'd all along in civiliz'd 
Nations. Herodotus, ſays Pindar, calls the Law, 
King over all. Orphens, in his Hymns, calls it, 
the King of Gods and Men : Becauſe, ſays he, *tis 
that that ſits at the Helm of all humane Affairs, 
Plato, in his Book De Legibus, faith, That that 
ought to have the greateſt Sway in the Common- 
wealth, In his Epiſtles he commends that Form of 
Government, in which the Law is made Lord and 
Maſter, and no Scope given to any Man to ty- 
rannize over the Laws. Ariſtotle is of the ſame 
Opinion in his Politicks; and fo is Cicero in his 
Book De Legibus, That the Laws ought to govern 
the Magiſtrate, as they do the People. The Law 
therefore having always been accounted the high- 
eſt Power on Earth, by the Judgment of the moſt 
learned and wiſe Men that ever were, and by the 
Conſtitution of the beſt ordered States; and it be- 
ing very certain, that the Doctrine of the Goſpel 
is neither contrary to Reaſon, nor the Laws of 
Nations, that Man is truly and properly ſubject to 
the higheſt Powers, who obeys the Law and the 
Magiſtrates, ſo far as they govern according to 
Law. So that St. Paul does not only command the 
People, but Princes themſelves, to be in Subjecti- 
on, who are not above the Laws, but bound by 
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them; for there ir no Power but of God : That is 
no Form, no lawful Conſtitution of any Govern- 
ment, but is by his Providence or Permiſſion. 
The moſt ancient Laws that are known to us, were 
formerly aſcrib'd to God, as their Author. For 
the Law, ſays Cicero in his Politicks, r uo other than 
a Rule of well. grounded Reaſon, derived from God 
 bimſelf, enjonying whatever is juſt and right, and for- 

biding the contrary. | 
J. 113. Ezekiel xiv. 9. Thus ſaith the Lord, let 
it ſuffice you, O Princes of Iſrael; remove Violence 
and Spoil, and execute Judgment and Fuſtice; take 
away your Fxattions from my People, ſaith the Lord 
God. I challenge any Man to produce any Scrip- 
ture, that allows Governors, Magiſtrates, Kings or 
Princes, any abſolute Authority: And where there 
is no abſolute Authority, there can be no abſolute 
Subjetion due. ot 
J. 114. We find in the Reign of Darius, the 
Laws were made by the People, by all the Preſi- 
dents of the Kingdoms, Governors, Princes, Coun- 
cellors and Captains, which, when the King had 
figned, was irrevocable and unalterable, and not 
in the Power of their Kings to alter or diſpenſe 
with; ſo that their Laws were ſaperior to the King 
himſelf, and after the Law was made, the King 
had no Power to ſuſpend the Execution on his 
great Favourite, his beloved Daniel, who was the 
greateſt Man in the Kingdom, next the King; 
and, tho? he ſet his Heart to deliver him, and la- 
bour'd to the going down of the Sun, between the 
Affection he had for the Prophet, and his Reſpect 
to the Law, yet he con'd not ſave him: So Daniel 
was deliver d up to the Lions, ſo that the Superi- 
ority of the Law to Kingly Power, was —_— 
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2 in the Median and Perſian Monarchy; and 
ing Darius, tho' as potent a Prince as moſt that 
ever reign d, vail'd his Crown to the Regency of 
the Law, and acknowledg'd himſelf unable to al- 
ter it, or to ſuſpend the Execution thereof, Dan. 
vi. And thus the Limitation of Power, and the 
Superiority of Laws in Matters of Government, 
have an Original in the early Ages of the World. 
J. 115, The Doctrine of abſolute Paſſive-Obedi- 
ence is inconſiſtent with the Goodneſs of God, and 
the Love he hath for Man ; and is deſttuQive of 
the End, Intent and Deſign of God's Laws, which 
is Man's Happineſs. For God, who is infinitely hap- 
py in himſelf, had no other Motive than the Hap- 
pineſs of Man in thoſe Rules he has given him to 
walk by ; and for that Reaſon has made it a Duty 
in him to help the poor and miſerable, relieve the 
oppreſſed and diſtreſſed, and do all Manner of 
Kindneſs and good Offices to one another. Can it 
then be preſumed that he requires Obedience to ty- 
rannical Power, which brings Poverty, Miſery and 
Deſolation on a Nation ? If it be a Duty to relieve 
the Poor, it muſt be a Duty to hinder People from 
falling into that miſerable Condition, which they 
cannot prevent, except they have a Right to op- 
poſe Arbitrary Power, And if it be a Duty to 
promote the publick Good ; which they cannot 
do if they are obliged to ſubmit to Tyrannical 
Government, it muſt be their Duty to oppoſe 
it. There is no Duty that a Man owes to his 
Neighbour, or himſelf, but does. oblige him to 
pppoſe Tyrannical Government, in doing thereof 
e gives that Honour, and 3 the Duty 
which he owes to his Maker, which cannot 
more be ſhewn then in imitating him, by pros 
8 motlag 
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moting the Good and Happineſs of his fellow 
Creatures. 

J. 116. The preaching or promoting of Paſſive- 
Obedience without Reſerve, is a much greater 
Crime than the encouraging of Rebellion ; becauſe 
a Civil-War, tho' very ſharp, cannot continue 
long, and a Nation may flouriſh and be happy 
again, But if once arbitrary Government be in- 
troduced upon the Principles of Paſſive-Obedi- 
ence, Peoples Miſeries are endleſs; there is no 
Proſpe& or Hopes of. Redreſs: Every Age will 
add new Oppreſſions, and new Burdens to a Peo- 
ple already exhauſted. If he by God's Command, 
was to be curſed that removed his Neighbour's 
Land-Mark, what Curſes may they deſerve that 
make it their Buſineſs to preach or promote abſo- 
lute Pafſſive-Obedience, which removes all the 
Bounds, Fences, and Securities that whole Na- 
tions have, not only for their Lands, but their Li- 
berties and Lives, and proſtrates them at the Feet 
of a ſingle Perſon. Our firſt Reformers, and the 
generality of Proteſtant and Popiſh Writers, were 
utterly unacquainted with this Doctrine, which 
can never reliſh well with free born Subjects; nor 
has it any other Uſe than to encourage Kings to 
be Tyrants, and to render them odious, and their 
People miſerable, And what fad and fatal Con- 
ſequences always attend Tyranny, and the dread- 
ful Eſſects of Arbitrary Power, all Ages can atteſt. 

J. 117. ls it poſſible for any one to imagine, 
that if this Doctrine were true, none but ſome few 
Divines of the Church of England, ſhonld in all 
the World, never find in the Scriptures, in the Fa- 
thers, in Reaſon, in the Laws, thoſe Notions of 


abſolute Power, and abſolute Obedience, or Non- 
reſiſtance, 


( 83) 
Reſiſtance, which thoſe Divines taught as Do- 
ctrines neceſſary to Salvation? Is it poſſible it 
ſhould never come into their Minds, to compare 
their Opinions with the Opinions of the Doctors 
of the foregoing Age, whoſe Hypotheſis is ſo con- 
trary to thoſe they have /endeavour'd to obtrude 
theſe Sixty Years laſt paſt, upon us? Is it poſſible 
they ſhould not bluſh at the terrible Conſequences 
of this Doctrine, both to our Kings and the whole 
Kingdom, which it hath brought upon us for ma- 
ny Years paſt, which we feel to this Day. 
J. 118. It's a Wonder how Men, not fond of 
Slavery, ſhould maintain Maxims ſo pernicious 
to humane Society; for if this Doctrine had al- 
ways obtained and proſelited all Men to its Be- 
lief, we, and all Europe, ſhould have been miſe- 
rable under Tyranny and Oppreſſion to this Day. 
At this Rate a King needs no Army to ruin and 
enſlave his People; he alone, with a few raſcally 
Slaves might rob them of their Lives and Fortunes. 
J. 119. The greateſt and wiſeſt Nations, and 
the beſt of Men in all Ages, have reckon'd it not 
only lawful for the People, under the moſt abſo- 
lute Governments, to do themſelves Juſtice, in 
Caſe of Oppteſſion, but have thought the doing 
of it a Duty incumbent on them, and which they 
owed to themſelves and their Poſterity : And the 
2 Inſtruments 2 the * n or 
hanges that have happen the World, from 
Slavery to 1 have always been accounted 
28. Heroes, ſent by God Almighty, from Time to 
Time, for the Redemption of Man from Miſery 
in this World 4 they were accordingly honour d 
and reſpeſted whilſt . n eee 
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ries have been, and will be held in Veneration b 
all Poſterity. . : N 
T. 120. The Doctrine of abſolute Paſſive-Obe- 
dience is a treaſonable, {laviſh and pernicious Do- 
ctrine. by diſarming the People of all their Ci- 
vil Rights, and taking away Self-Defence, which 
is the Law of God and Nature, and inveſting the 
King with abſolute Authority, by making all the 
Revolutions and Changes of Kings, that have 
been in England, damnable Rebellions and Uſſur- 
pations, and all our Kings and Queens Uſurpers, 
that have proceeded from the Loins of thoſe 
Kings; it makes all the Family of the Stuarts 
Uſurpers, as proceeding from the Loins of Hen. 7. 
who was made King by Virtue of an Act of Par- 
liament, (whilſt the next Heir was living) ſo that 
Her moſt excellent Majeſty is an Uſurper, accor- 
ding to this Doctrine, as being a Stuart; and all 
that pretend to the Crown of England, have no 
Right according to this Doctrine; it makes the late 
Revolution a damnable Rebellion and Uſurpati- 
on, and the Queen her ſelf a Rebel and Uſurper: 
Without that Revolution Her Majeſty had never 
been Queen: Is not this a Doctrine to be abhorr'd ? 
T. 121. Now, what fay ye for your ſelves, all 
ye Patrons, Preachers, and furious Maintainers of 
the ſlaviſh Doctrine of abſolute Paſſive-Obedience 
to the Will and Pleaſure of the Prince, that a 
Bill of Indictment for High-Treaſor ſhould not be 
preferred againſt you, for making all our Revo- 
lation Kings Uſurpers and Rebels; and all that 
have proceeded from them Uſurpers, (which yet 
never failed of a conſtant Succeſſion) by denying 
the Power of the People, who made thoſe Re- 
volutions and Changes of Government, and who 


have 
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have made and confirmed the late Revolution in 
all the ſucceeding Parliaments? This Revolution 
King, with the Lords and Commons in Farliament 
aſſembled, who did alter the Succeſſion from the 
Houſe of Savoy, to the Houſe of Hannover, were 
the whole Legiſlative Authority of the Nation: 
Deny this if you dare: Or, that the Queen, with 
the Lords and Commons in Parliament aſſembled, 
cannot alter the Succeſſion and Courſe of De- 
ſcent thereof? There's Vox Popul: again; the 
whole People of England in Epitome. 

J. 122, The Doctrine of abſolute Paſſive- Obedi. 
ence is a treaſonable Doctrine againſt Civil Society, 
by encouraging Rebellion, Uſurpation, and Tyran- 
ny. For ſuppoſe that any one of our Generals, 
Oc. ſhould inſinuate to the Soldiers that the Go- 
vernment was not rightly managed, nor Juſtice and 
Equity truly performed; and by great Promiſes of 


Money and Preferment, to the Officers and Sol- 


diers, ſhould get into the Throne by their Aſſi- 
ſtance, (which God forbid ;) ſuch Reſiſtance would 
(I verily believe) be a damnable Rebellion. But 
when in the Throne, he would be God's Vicege- 
rent, ordained of God, and not to be reſiſted upon 


Pain of Damnation, according to the Doctrine of 


abſolute Paſſive- Obedience; fo that if any Tyrant 
or Uſurper ſhould get into the Throne, St. Paul, as 
they ſcandalouſly exponnd him, hath tied up your 
Hands, you muſt be Paſſzve; the Feople have no 
Power, it is all in the Magiſtrate; tho' they have 
Power and Authority to chuſe this Magiſtrate, yet 
that very Minute he is choſen, their Power and Au- 
thority vaniſheth; and if he turn never ſo great a 
Tyrant, they have nothing but Prayers and Tears 
to help them; for now he hath God's Authority 

G 3 - and 
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and Power (tho' he has neither his Patent or 
Warrant to ſhew for it) either to ruin, or make 
you happy ; tis no Matter for your 0 they 


are but dead Letters; his Will and Pleaſure is 
above that, and if he be a Terror to good Works, 
and a Rewarder of Evil, and acts diametrically 
contrary to the Nature and Deſign of his Office, 
both from God and Man, and ſhonld raviſh, and 
cauſe to be raviſhed, your Wives and Daughters 
before your Face, and rob, burn and deſtroy all 
before him; notwithſtanding all this, he is ſtill 
God's Vicegerent, God's Magiſtrate, and not to 
be refiſted, &c. And who dare ſay unto him, 
What doſt thou? Now, ye ſworn Enemies to 
Church and State, what ſay you for your ſelves, 
that a Second Bill of Indictment of High Treaſon 
ſhould not be preferred againſt you, for encou- 
raging of Rebellion, Uſurpation and Tyranny, by 
teaching the Doctrine of abſolute Paſſive · Obedi- 
ence what ſay you for your ſelves? Are you 
guilty or not guilty ? Hold up your Hands. If 
thou wilt be tried by the whole Legiſtative Au- 
thority of the Nation, they muſt condemn you 
or themſelves, 
J. 123. Where was the Doctrine of abſolute 
' Paſſive Obedience and Loyalty, when the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, Gentlemen and Com- 
monalty invited the Prince of Orange to come 
with armed Forces to oblige the Lord's Anointed, 
God's Vicegerent, once their lawful Sovereign, (to 
whom they had ſworn Allegiance, and had be- 
fore promiſed to ſtand by him with their Lives 
and Fortunes, in all their Addreſſes to him, after 
his coming to the Throne) to oblige him (I ſay) 
to revoke what he had done amiſs, and to _ 
im 
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him in Chains, and his Nobles in Fetters of Iron, 
that he ſhould not govern according to his Will 
and Pleaſure, but according to Law, their Will 
and Pleaſure; and when the Biſhops refuſed to 
diſown (to King James) their inviting over the 
Prince, or to ſubſcribe an Abhorrence of the In- 
vitation, by which it appears that they did in- 
vite him over, or allow'd of Reſſtence, when their 
Church was in Danger : And where was that Do- 
Arine, when the Nobility, Gentry, and Commo- 
nalty roſe to join the Prince of Orange, after he 
was landed? And when the Biſhops and No- 
blemen met at Guild-Hall, and deſired the Prince 
to take upon him the Adminiſtration of the Go- 
vernment, and when the Convention, with the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal gave the Crown 
and Dignity to the Prince and Princeſs of Orange, 
and when the Parliament made War againſt the 
late King James in Ireland, did they not kill him 
and his Adherents as much as in them lay, at 
the Battle of the Boyne, &c. was that according to 
the Doctrine of unconditionate Paſſive-Obedience ? 

J. 124. Where was Paſſive Obedience on the 
Third of O&ober, 1688, when the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, Biſhop of London, Wincheſter, Aſaph, 
Ely, Chicheſter, Rocheſter, Bath and Iellt, and Peter- 
borough, all in a Body, waited npon the King, and 
the Archbiſhop made a Speech to him, and after- 
wards read and delivered to him ten Articles, or 
Propoſals. of their Advice for the better redreſſiug 
of the Abuſes in his Government, the Subſtance 
of which was very near the ſame with that of 
the Prince of Orange's Declaration, except in one 
or two Particulars. The Biſhop of Rocheſter ob- 


ſerves, that they were driwn at Lambeth, on the 
G 4 firſt 
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firſt of OFober, the very ſame Day that the Prince's 
Declaration was ſign'd in Holland, being the Tenth 
N. S. which was our Firſt. O. S. 

Fe 125. Where was your Paſſive· Obedience, Nov. 
the firſt, 1688. when a Parcel of the Prince of 
Oranges Declarations being intercepted in London, 
and upon reading that Expreſſion in it, That the 
Prince was moſt earneſtly invited hither by divers 
of the Lords both Spiritual and Temporal, and 
others, the King ſent for ſame of the Biſhops again, 
and required of them a Paper under their Hands 
in Abhorrence of the Prince of Oranges intended 
Invaſion by ſuch a Day, which Abhorrence was de- 
ſigned to have been tack'd to a Proclamation then in 
the Preſs, for ſuppreſſing the Prince's Declaration. 
The Biſhops of Canterbury, London, Peterborough, 
and Rocheſter (on whom this Storm only fell) re- 

fuſed to do it, upon which his Majeſty was very 
much incenſed againſt them, and parted from them 
with Indignation. And thereupon the Jeſuited Party 
at Court were ſo violently enraged, that as we are cre- 
dibly inform d (faith the Biſhop of Rocheſter) one of 
the chief adviſed in a Heat, they ſhould all be impri- 
ſoned, and the Truth extorted from them by Violence. 
J. 126. Where was the Doctrine of abſolute 
Paſſive-· Obedience and Loyalty, when on the fifth 
of November, 1688. the Prince landed; and on 
the twelfth, when the Lord Cornbury, with his 
Royal 'Regiment of Dragoons, and the Duke of 
St. Alban's Regiment of Horſe, commanded by 
Colonel Langſton, went over to the Prince? On 
the fifteenth of November, the Gentry of Somer- 
fſet-ſhire and Dorſet-ſhire waited on the Prince at 
Exeter, who ſpoke to them as follows: Tho' we 
Lnom 10t all your Perſons, yet we have a Catalogue f 


your 
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your Numer, and remember the Character of your 
Worth and Intereſt in your Country... You ſce we are 
come according to your Invitation, and our Promiſe. 
Our Duty to God obliges us to protec the Proteſtant 
Religion; and our Love to Mankind, your Liberties 
and Properties; concluding, let the World now 
judge, if our Pretenſions are not juſt, generont, ſin-- 
cere, and above Price, ſince we might have had even 
Bridge of Gold to return back ʒ but it is our Prin- 
ciple and Reſolution, rather to die in 4 good Cauſe, 
ban live in a bad one; well knowing that Vertue 
and true Honour is its own Reward, and the Hap- 
pineſs of Mankind our great and only Deſign. On 
the 16th the Lord Delamere aſſembled fifty Horſe- 
men, and marched to Mancheſter, and the next Day 
to Boden- Downs ; his Forces being encreaſed to one 
hundred and fifty, he declared his Deſign was to 
joyn the Prince of Orange; and this ſmall Party of 
Men, by Degrees, drew in the Earl of Danby, Sir 
Seroop How, Sir W. Ruſſel, &c. and all the North. 
J. 127. Where was the Doctrine of abſolute un- 
conditionate Paſſive- Obedience and Loyalty, when 
Sancroft, Arch-biſhop of Canterbury. (who was the 
firſt who figned the Prince of Oranges Invitation to 
the City) went from Guild- Hall, and demanded the 
Keys of the Tower of Sir Bevel Skelton, King James's 
Lieutenant, in the Name of the Lord Mayor, and 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal then afſ:mbled_ 
at Guildhall, which the Lieutenant delivered to 
him, and he delivered the ſame (as by Order from 
the Lords, &*c.) to the Lord Lacas, who tox 
immediate Poſſeſſion thereof, which would have 
been as real Acts of I ze Majeſtatis, if King James 
had not forfeited the Duty and Obedience of his 
Subjects, as if he had ſtabbed him to the — 
8 . 129. 
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T. 128. And where * that Doctrine, when 
Prince George of Denmark, the Duke of Grafton, 
Duke of Orzoxd, Lord Churchill, now Duke of 
Marlborough, and many others of the Proteſtant No- 
bility, went over to the Prince of Orange, at Sher- 
bon-Caſtle? November the 29th, Briſtol was ſeiz d 
by the Earl of Shrewsbury, and Sir 7ohn Guiſe ; the 
Lord Lovelace was delivered by the Gentry of 
Glouceſterſhire, out of the Caſtle of Glouceſter, where 
he was a Priſoner > op received the Lord Lom- 
ly; Vork was in the Hands of the aſſociated Lords; 
and the Garriſon of Hull feized the Lord Lazedale 
their Governour, a Papiſt, and the Lord Mont- 
gomery, and diſarm'd ſome Popiſh Forces newly ſent 
thither2 x 

T. 129. Where was the Doctrine of abſolute 
Paſſrve-Obedience and Loyalty, when Prince George 
of Denmark, the Duke of Ormond, Lord Mordant, 
Earl of Macclesfield, Lord Wiltſhire, Lord Cornbury, 
Lord Colcheſter, and ſeveral other Lords; Sir Milli- 
am Portman, Sir Rowland Gmyn, Coll. Sidney, and 
many other Knights and Gentlemen rode into the 
City of Salisbury with the Prince of Orange and 
his Army, on the fourth of December? And where 
was that Doctrine, when the Princeſs Ann (our moſt 

acious and good Queen) with the Lady Churchill 
3 Dutcheſs of Marlborough) Lady Berkley, and 
the Biſhop of London, went to the North, to thoſe 
Forces then in Arms for the Prince of Orange? And 
on December the fifth, when the Earl of Oxford 
came to the Prince of Orange at Salisbury ? And 
the ſame Day the Lord Herbert of Cherbury, Sir Ed- 
ward Harley, and molt of the Gentry of Worceſter- 
ſhire and Herefordſbire met at Worceſter, and de- 
clared for the Priuce of Orange; Ludlow Caſtle my 
taken 
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taken ſor the Prirce by the Lord Herbert and 
Sir Walter Blount, and the Popiſb Sheriff of Mor- 
ceſter ſecured in Ie by that Peer. The pretended 


prince of Wales was ſent to Portſmouth, with Or- 


ders to the Lord Dartmonth, to ſend him under 
a Convoy, with his Nurſe, ito France, which 
he refuſing, he was brought back to London on 
the 8th of December. December the 11th, King 
e withdrew himſelf from London; was ta- 

en at Feverſbam the 12th; the 16th he returned 


to Whitehall, and put out an Order of Coun- 
cil againſt all riotous and tumultuous Meetings 
and Dflforders, Goc. December the 11th, about 
Three in the Morning, the King went to Grazeſ- 
end in 3 ſmall Boat. About Ten a Clock, the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, about Town, came 
to Guild-Hall, in London, and ſending for the 
Lord-Mayor and Aldermen, made the following 
Declaration, viz. * 2 


Me doubt not but the World believes, that in this 
great and dangerous Conjuncture, we are heartily and 
zzalouſly concerned fer the Proteſtant Religion, the 
Laws. of the Land, and the Liberties and Proper- 
ties of the Subject. And his Majeſty having with- 
drawn himſelf: We do therefore unanimouſly reſolve 
to apply our ſelves to his Highneſs the Prince of 
Orange, Oc. 1, 
And we do hereby declare, that we will, with onr 
utmoſt Endeavours, aſſiſt his Highneſs in the obtain- 
ing ſuch a Parliament with all Speed, wherein our 
Laws, our Liberties, and Properties may be ſecured, 
tbe Church of England in particular, with a due 
Liberty to Proteſtant Diſſenters; and in general, 
the Proteſtant Religion and Intereſt over m—_ 
| /orld, 
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World, may be ſupported and encouraged, to the 
Glory of God, the Happineſs of the eſtabliſhed Go- 
wernment in theſe Kingdoms, and the Advantage of 

all Princes and States in Chriſtendom, that may 
be herein concerned. In the mean Time we will 
endeavour to preſerve, as much as in us lies, the 
Peace and Security of theſe great and populous Ci- 
ties of London and Weſtminſter, and the Parts 
adjacent, by taking Care to diſarm all Papiſts, and 
ſecure all Jeſuits, and Roman Prieſts, who are in 
and about the ſame. And if there be any thing 
more to be performed by us, for promoting his High- 
meſss generons Intentions for the publick Good, we 
ſhall be ready to do it as Occaſion requires. 

Signed by V. Cant, T. Ebor, Pembrooſt, Dor- 
fet, Mulgrave, Thanet, Carſlile, Craven, Ailisbury, 
Burlington, Suſſex, Berkley, Rocheſter, Newport, 
Weymouth, P. Wincheſter, W. Aſaph, F. Ely, Tho. 
Roffen, Tho. Petriburg, P. Wharton, North and 
Gray, Chandvis, Montague, T. Jermyn, Vaughan, 
Carbery, Culpepper, Crew, Oſulſton. And they or- 
dered the Earl of Pembrook, the Lord Viſcount 
Mey mouth, the Biſhop of Ely, and the Lord Cul- 
pepper, forthwith to attend his Highneſs, the 
Prince of Orange, with the ſaid Declaration; and 
at the ſame Time to acquaint his Highneſs with 
what we have further done at this Meeting. 
Dated at Guild-Hall, the 11th of December, 1688. 
but not according to the Doctrine of abſolute 
Paſſive Obedience to Tyranny. 

J. 130. The ſame Day the Lientenancy of Lon- 
don ſigned the following Addreſs to the Prince 
of Orange, at Gaild-Hall, and ſent it by Sir Ro- 
bert Clayton, Sir William Ruſſel, Sir Bazil Fire- 
brace, and Charles Duncomb, Eſquire. Viz, 

May 
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May it pleaſe your Highneſs, 
We can never ſufficiently expreſs the deep Senſe we 


have conceived, and ſhall ever retain in our Hearts, 
that your Highneſs bas expoſed your Perſon to ſo 
many Langers, by Sea and Land, for the Preſerva- 
tion of the Proteſtant Religion, and the Laws and 
Liberties of this Kinedom, without which unparal- 
ield Undertaking, we muſt probably have ſuffered 
all the Miſeries that Popery and Slavery, could 
have bronght upon us. We have been greatly concer- 
ned, that before this Time we had not any ſeaſo- 
nable Opportunity to give your Highneſs and the 
World, a real Teſtimony, that it has been our firm 
Reſolution to venture all that is dear to us, to at- 
tain thoſe glorious Ends which your Highneſs has 
propos'd, for reſtoring and ſettling theſe diſtracted 
Nations. We therefore, now unanimonſly preſent ta 
your Highneſs, our juſt and due Acknowledgements 
for that happy Relief you have brought to us: And, 
that we may not be wanting at this preſent Conjun- 
ure, we have put our ſelves into ſuch a Poſture. 


that (by the Bleſſing of God) we may be capable to 


prevent all ill Deſigns, and to preſerve this City in 


Peace and Safety, till your Highneſs will pleaſe to 
repair to this City, with what convenient Speed you 


can, for the perfecting the great Work, which your 


Highneſs has ſo happily begun, to the general Joy 
and Satisfaction of us all. 

FJ. 131. The ſame Day, December the r1th, the 
Lord-Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons of this City 
of London, in Common-Council aſſembled, agreed 
on, and ſigned an Addreſs to the Prince of Oraree ; 
imploring his Protection, and humbly beſceching him 
to repair to the City, where bis Highneſs ml 4 

. R E 1 


Thomas Ebor, Hallifax, Dorſet, Carliſle, Craven, 
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be eceived with univerſal Joy and Satirfa®ion. All 
which Addreſſes were preſented to his Highneſs, 
the Prince of Orange, by the Perſons appointed, 
the 14th of December, at Henly upon Thames ; 
but not according to Dr. Hicks, Dr. Whelton, Dr. 
Atterbury, Dr. Sacheverel's, 8c. unconditionate 


Obedience. 


J. 132. On the 14th of December, the Privy 
Council and Peers, met again, at the Council- 


Chamber at White-Hal, and made an Order, That 
Al Iriſh Officers and Soldiers ſhould deliver up their 
Arms to ſome of the Officers of the Ordinance to 


be depoſeted in the Tower of London. Signed by 


Nottingham, Rocheſter, N. Dureſme, P. Wincheſter, 
North and Gray, J. Trevor, J. Titus. + \ 

J. 133. At that Time all the Forts in England, 
except Portſezonth and Tilbury, were in the Prince's 


Hand. The ſame Day the Duke of Graſton, by 


an Order from the Lords of the Council, march'd 
thro* the Strand, &c. at the Head of a Foot Re- 
giment of Guards, to take the Fort of Talbxry 
out of the Hands of King Feaver's Trip Soldiers. 
The 17th, King James diſcharged Leybourn,. a 
Popiſh Biſhop, out of Newgate. 'The 18th, the 
King went to Rocheſter, and the ſame Day the 
Prince of Orange came to St. Fames's, attended by 
a great Number of Nobility and Gentry.” And 
on the' fame Day, the Common-Council of the 
City paſſed an Order, That all the Aldermen, and 
their Common Council Men of each Ward ſhould wait 
upon his Highneſs, and congratulate him upon A 


Arrival to the City; and on the zoth, they went 


to St. James's, where Sir George Treby, their Re- 
corder, 


p 

| 
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corder, made the following Speech in their Names 
Dez. 


May it pleaſe your Highneſs. 


T. 134. The Lord-Mayor being diſabled by Sick- 
meſs, your Highneſs is attended by the Aldermen ani 
Commons of the Capital City of this Kingdom, deputed 
to my bm your Highneſs upon this great and glo- 
rions Uccaſion. 

In which labouring for Words, we cannot but come 
Port in Expreſſion : Reviewing our late Danger, we 
remember our Church and State over-run by Popery 
and Arbitrary Power, and brought to the Point of Des 
ſtruct ion, by the Conduct of Men (that were our true 
Invaders) that broke the ſacred Fences of our Laws 
(which was worſt) ihe very Conſtitution of our Legi- 


ſlature, 


So that there were no Remedy but the laſt. 
The only Perſon under Heaven, that could apply this 
Remedy, was your Highneſs. | 

Tou are of a Nation, whoſe Alliance, in all Times, 
has been agreeable and proſperons to ns. 

Do are of a Family moſt illuſtrious BenefaFors to 
Mankind; to have a Title of a Sovereign Prince, 
Stadtholder, and to have worn in Imperial Crown are 
1 their leſſer Dignities. 

ey have long enjoyd a Dignity ſingular and 
tranſcendent, viz. To be the Champions of Almight y 
God, ſent forth in ſeveral Ages to vindicate his 
Cauſe againſt the greateſt Oppreſſzons. 

To this divine Commiſſion, our Nobles our Gentry, 
and among them our brave Engliſh Soldiers, render 
-— elves and their Arms upon your appearing. Great. 

ir, . | 
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When we look back to the laſt Month, and con- 
template the Swiftneſs and Fulneſs of our preſent 
Deliverance ; aſtoniſhed we think it miraculous. 

Your Highneſs led by the Hand of Heaven, and 
call d by the Voice of the People, has preſerved our 
deareſt Intereſts, . 1 f 

The Proteſtant Religion, which js. primitive Chri- 
ftiamity ;, reſtor d our Laws, which are our ancient 
Title to our Lives, Liberties and Eſtatet, and with- 
out which this World were a Wilderneſs. 

But what Retribution can we make to your High- 
"er Our Thoughts are full chargd with Grati- 
FUG, | | * 
Var Highneſs has a laſting Monument in the 
Hearts, in the Prayers. in the Praiſes of all good 
Men amoneſt us. And late Poſterity will celebrate 
Your ever glorious Name 'till Time ſhall be no more. 


FJ. 135. On the 2 iſt of December, about Six- 
ty of the Peers met at St. James's, who all (ex- 
cept two) ſubſcribed a Paper in the Nature of 
an Aſſociation : After which his Highneſs made 
a ſhort Speech to them. * 

J. 136. On the 22d, the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal aſſembled at Weſtminſter, in the Houſe 
of Lords, and appointed Francis Gwyn, Eſq; to 
ſign ſuch Orders, as ſhould be from Time to 
Time by them made, which was thus ſigned by 

Thomas Ebor, Norfolk, Somerſet, Grafton, Or- 
mond, Beaufort, Northumberland, Halifax, Oxford, 
Kent, Bedford, Pembrook, Dorſet, Devonſhire, Bul- 
lingbrook, Mancheſter, Rivers, Stamford, Thanet 
Scarſdale, Clarendon, Burlington, Suſſex, Macclef: 
field, Radnor, Berkley, Nottingham, Rocheſter, Fau- 
conberg, Mordant, 'Newpott, Weymonth, Hatton, 


V. Aſaph; 
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W. Aſaph, F. Ely, La. Ware, R. Eure, P. Wharton, 


Paget, North and Gray, Chandois, Montague, Grey, 
Maynard, T. Jermyn, Vaughn, Carbery, I. Culpep- 


per, Lucas, Delamere, Crew, Lumley, Cartaret, Oſul- 
on. | 


ſelf from Rocheſter, and went to Dover, and em- 
bark'd in a Vaſſel there for France. 


J. 138. The aforegoing Peers being aſſembled 


the 25th of December, in the Houſe of Lords, ſigu- 
ed and preſented to his Highneſs this Addreſs, 


We the Lords Spiritual and Temporal aſſembled in 
this Conjuncture, do deſire your Highneſs to take 
upon you the Adminiſtration of the publick Affairs, 
both Civil and Military; and the Diſpoſal of the 
publick Revenue, for the Preſervation of our Reli- 
gion, Rights, Laws, Liberties and Properties, and 
of the Peace of the Nation, *till the meeting of the 

tion, January 22. And the Lords, &c. did 
humbly defire his Highneſs to cauſe Letters to be 
written, ſubſcribed by himſelf, to all the Lords, 
being Proteſtants, and all the Counties, Gc. to 
ſend Members to the Convention, on Jan. 22d. 

T. 139. On the gth of January following, about 
thirty Lords, and eighty Gentlemen of Scotland, 
ſignd a Paper to the ſame purpoſe, which was 
delivered to his Highneſs, in their Preſence, by 
the Duke of Hamilton their Prefident. 

J. 140. On Far. 22, 1689. The Convention 
being met according to his Highneſs's Order, they 
order d, That the Thanks of both Houſes ſhould be 
returned to his Highneſs, in the Behalf of the whole 


FJ. 137. The 23d, King James withdrew him- 


de 7 


Nation, for his Highneſi's happy Deliverance of this 


Kingdom from Popety, Slavery and Deſpotick Paw- 
| H 
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er, and for the Preſervation of the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, and the Laws, Rights, Privileges, and Cuſtoms 
of our Land, &c. And both Houſes order'd the 
31ſt of January for a Day of publick Thankſgi- 
ving in London and Weſtminſter, and within Ten 


Miles Diſtance, for that great Deliverance : And 


on the 14th of February following, throughout 
the whole Kingdom. But not according to the 
Doctrine of abſolute Paſſzve-Obedience. 

J. 141. On the 28th of January the Conven- 
tion paſſed this Vote. Reſolved, That King James 
the Second having endeavoured to One the Con- 
flitution of this Kingdom, by breaking the Original 
Contract between King and People, and by the Ad- 
vice of Jeſuits, and other wicked Perſons, having 
violated the fundamental Laws, and having with- 


drawn himſelf out of this Kingdom, hath Abdica- 


ted the Government and that the Throne is there- 
by become vacant. Was this according to the Do- 
ctrine of Non-Reſiſtance ? 
J. 142. On the 6th of February the Lords aſ- 
ſented to the ſaid Vote. | 
J. 143. The Word Abdicated relates to all the 
Clanſes aforegoing, as well as to his deſerting the 
Kingdom, or elſe they would have been wholly 
in vain; the meaning of that Word is, that King 
mes, by violating the Original Contract, and 
y endeavouring to ſubvert the fundamental Qbn- 
ſtitution, and by refuſing to reſtore it to its for- 
mer Condition (all which was expreſs'd by his 
withdrawing himſelf out of the Kingdom) did 46- 
dicate the Government, that is by refufing to go- 
vern vs according to that Law by which he held 
the Crown, he did implicitly renounce his Title 


to it; for tis a Right inherent and inſeparable 


from 


þ. 
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from all Nations, to have the ſame Power of 
making Laws for their own Preſervation and bet- 
ter Government, that their Anceſtors had. 

T. 144. And on the 12th, the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and Commons, did reſolve, That 
William and Mary, Prince a#d Princeſs of Orange, 
be declared King and Queen of England, &c. 

T. 145. On the 13th, the Lords and Commons 
. order'd a Proclamation to be publiſhed, wherein 
they ſay, That the Prince and Printeſs of Otange 
having accepted the Crown according to their De- 
fre + We, therefore, the Lord: Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons, together with the Lord- Mayor and Ci- 
tizens of London, and others of the Commons of this 
Realm, do with full Conſent, publiſh and proclaim 
William and Mary, Prince and Princeſs of Orange, 
to be King and Queen of England, &c. But not ac- 
cording to the Doctrine of abſolute Paſſibe Obedi- 
ence. By this Revolution the Body of the Peo- 
ple of England, are reſtored to their ancient Rights, 
and the Government re-eſtabliſhed upon its pri- 
mitive and original Foundation, and the preten- 
ded Divine Right of Succeſſion is now vaniſhed. 
J. 146. In the Declaration of the Nobility and 
Gentry, and Commonalty, aſſembled at Notting- 
bam, to aſſiſt the Prince of Orange. We hope (ſay 
they) al good Proteſtant Subje®s will, with their 
Lives and Fortunes, be 44 0 to 1, and not to be 
bug-btar'd with the opprobious Terms of Rebels, by 
which they would fright us, to become perfect Slaves 


. 


to their Tyrannical Inſolences and Uſurpationi. For 
we aſſiire our ſelves, that nd rational and unbidſs'd 
Perſon will judge it Rebellion, to defend ont Laws 
and Religion, which all our Princes have ſworm to 
at their Corouation. 1 * it Nebellloi to . 


| ( 100 ) 
a King that governs by Lam; but he was always 
accounted a Tyrant that made his Will the Law; 


and to reſiſt ſuch a one, we juſily eſteem no Re- 
bellion, but a neceſſary Lefence: and in this Con- 


federation we doubt not of all honeſt Mens Aſſiſtance, 


and humbly hope for, and implore the great God's 
Protection, that turneth the Hearts of his People, 
4s pleaſeth him beſt, it having been obſerved, that 
People can never be of one Mind, without his Inſpi- 
ration, which hath in all Ages confirmed that Ob- 
ſervation, Vox Populi eſt Vox Dei. | 
J. 147. Now according to the Doctrine of Paſ- 
froe-Obedience, without Reſerve, as has been 
preach'd. up, (and is now began to be reviv'd 
again) all thoſe Biſhops, Clergy, Nobility, Gen- 
tlemen and Cummonalty, who had a Hand in 
the late Revolution, and held that Doctrine, and 
now hold the ſame Doctrine, may expect a dou- 
ble Portion of St. Paul's Damnation, for rebelling 


' againſt their own Doctrine. 


J. 148. In King James the Firſt's Reign, that 
ridiculous Doctrine of Kings being Jure Divino 
was firſt preached, which was never before heard 
of in all the Eaſtern Tyrannies; and in King 
Charles the Firſt's Time, when Popzſh and French 
Councils found Admiſſion at Court, then aroſe the 


Doctrine of Paſſzve-Obedience without Reſerve, 


There can be no Proofs made of a divine Ap- 


pointment of Kings, or of any other Governours, 
or Forms of Government, (ſo as to be a Rule for 


any People or Nation to go by) or that all the 
Revolutions and Accidents that have happen'd in 


the World were by divine Appointment ; which 


to aſſert, is to make God the Author, or Appro- 
ver of all the Tyranny, Rapine, Murder, and De- 
ſolation 
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ſolation which have happened in the World, 
which is a damnable Sin to aſſert. 

T. 149. Where was the nonſenſical ſlaviſn Do- 
ctrine of Paſſive-Obedience to Tyranny, when Eli- 
ſha prayed for Blindneſs to come upon thoſe who 
were ſent by the King of Syria to fetch him?- And 
when he commanded the Door to be ſhut, and the 
Meſſenger to be held faſt, who was ſent for his 
Head by the King of 1ſrae! ? And when Azariah, 
with fourſcore valiant Prieſts, thruſt out Uzziah 
their lawful King, out of the Temple for his Ido- 
latry? And when Elijah deſtroyed the two Cap- 
tains with Fire from Heaven, with the Hundred 
Men under their Command, who were ſent at 
twice, by King Ahaziah, to fetch him? And when 
the Children of Iſrael flew Amaziah, their lawful 
King for his Idolatry, without any Appointment 
in Scripture, or Prophecy of his Downfall? And 
yet that is no where called Rebellion, neither were 
they puniſhed by his Son, who was made King in 
his Father's Stead. And when Matthias, and his 
Friends pulled down the Altars which were adap- 
ted to Idols, 1 Maccab. ii. 25, 45. And when the 
Edomites revolted from Fehoram, and made them- 
ſelves a King? And Libnah did alſo revolt becauſe 
of his evil Government, 2 Chrox, xxi. without any 
Appointment or foretelling of their Revolt by God 
in Scripture, or being call'd Rebels. And when 
Saul's Subjects ſwore that Saul ſhould not kill 
Jonathan, and they reſcued him that he died not, 
1 Sam. xiv. 45. And tho' the People ſinned grie- 
vouſly in asking a King, yet God aſſented to 
their Demand, and no Prince was ever more ſo- 
lemnly inſtituted than Saul. The People choſe 
him by Lot from amongſt all the Tribes, and he 
| H 3 was 
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was placed in the Throne by the general Conſent 
of the whole Nation: But he turning his lawful 
Power into Tyranny, diſobeying the Word. of 
the Prophet, ſlaying the Prieſts, ſparing the Ama- 
lekites, and oppreſſing the innocent, overthrow 
his own Right, and God declared the Kingdom, 
which had been given him under a conditional 
Promiſe of Perpetuity, to be entirely abrogated. 
This did nor only give a Right to the whole 
People of oppoſing him, but to every particular 
Man, and upon this Account David did not on- 
ly fly from his Fury, but refiſted it, by making 
himſelf Head of all the diſcontented Perſons thar 
would follow- him: He had at firſt Four, and af- 
terwards Six Hundred Men; he kept theſe in Arms 
againſt Saul, and lived upon the Country, and 
reſolved to deſtroy Nabaſb with all his Houſe, on- 
ly for refuſing to ſend Provifions for his Men; 
and finding himſelf weak and unſafe, he went to 
 Achiſs the Pbiliſtine, and offered his Service againſt 
Iſracl. This was never reputed a Sin in David, or 
In thoſe that followed him, except by the wicked 
Court Flatterer, Doeg the Edomite, and the drun- 
ken Fool Nabal, who is ſaid to be a Man of 
Belial. David by entertaining and arming as ma- 
ny as came to him, even to Six Hundred Men, 
ſufficiently ſhewed his Intention rather to refiſt 
than to fly: And no other Reaſon can be given 
why he did not further purſue that Intention, 
than that he had not Power enough, is plain, by 
his going to Keilah, and deſiring their Aſſiſtance; 

and if the Men of Keilah would have aſſiſt 
him, and been true to him, he would have fought 
Saul and his Army, elſe why did he enquire of the 
Lord, whether the Men of Keilah would * 
| | | 1 


him up into the Hands of Saul, and upon the 
Lord's anſwering, they would deliver him up, 
he and his Men departed the City, 1 Sau. xxiii. 
David had no other Right of making War againſt 
Tſhboſheth, Saul's Son, than againſt Saul, unleſs the 
Tribe of Judah had made him King. But as Da- 
vid did reſiſt the Authority of [Þboſherh, without 
aſſuming the Power of a King, tho' deſigned by 
God, and anoirited by the Prophet, 'til! he was 
made King of Judah by that Tribe; or arroga- 
ting to himſelf a Power over the other Tribes, 
'till he was made King by them, and had entred 
into a Covenant with them; *tis much more cer- 
tain that the Perſons and the pretended Authori- 
ty of tyrannical Kings, who can have no Title 
to the Privileges which were due to Saul by vir- 
tue of his Inſtitution, may be juſtly reſiſted. But 
if Saul, who was made King by the whole Peo- 
ple, and anointed by the Command of God, 
might be reſiſted when he departed from the 
Law of his Inſtitution; it cannot be doubted that 
any other for the like Reaſon may nor be re- 
ſiſted. If Reſiſtance was unlawful, and a Sin, 
ſurely David, a Man after God's own Heart, 
wou'd have known it; and he would not have 
involved the Six Hundred Men that came to his 
Aſſiſtance, in the Sin of Rebellion, but would have 
told them the Prince was not to be reſiſted, tho? 
never ſo great a Tyrant. According to the pre- 
tended Doctrine of Jure Divino, the vileſt Slave in 
Iſrael had become the Lord's Anointed, if he could 
have kill'd David, Solomon, &c. and found Vil- 
lains to place him in the Throne. 

T. 150. Where was the Bow-ſtring Doctrine of 


abſolute Paſſive-Obcdience, when the primitive Chri- 
H 4 ſtians 
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ſtians call'd in Conſtantine the Great, to aid and 
aſſiſt them againſt the Tyranny and Perſecution 
of Maxentins and Maximinius, with Force of Arms, 
with which they conquer'd thoſe Perſecutors in 
ſeveral Battles fought againſt them? And when 
the primitive Chriſtians reſiſted Lucinius their Em- 
peror, for perfecuting them contrary to Law; and 
Conflantine the Great joined with them; who held 
it bis Duty, (aith Euſebius, to deliver an infinite 
Number of People, by cutting off a few wicked ones, 
as the Peſts and Plagues af the Times? And when 
the primitive Chriſtians under the King of Perſia, 
reſiſted him for perſecuting them, and were aſſi- 
ſted by Theodoſtns the Roman Emperor, who told 
the King of Perſia, He was ready to defend them, and 
no ways to ſee them ſuffer for Religion ? And when 
the Chriſtians of Armenia the Greater, made a 
League with the Romans, for the ſecuring of their 
Perſons and Religion, againſt the Perfans, under 
whom they lived ? And when the Novatiars aſ- 
ſiſted by the Orthodox, reſiſted and beat the Ma- 
cedonians, tho they were aſſiſted by Conſtantine 
the Emperor with four thouſand Men to drive 
them from Paphleggnia ? And when the primitive 
Chriſtians deſtroyed Fulian's idolatrous Temple? 
And when the Lutberan Churches defended them- 
| ſelves againſt the Emperor Charles the Fifth? And 
when the Proteſtants of Auſtria took up Arms, 
Anno 1608. againſt Matthias King of Hungary, for 
denying them the free Exerciſe of their Religion. 
J. 151. Where was the cruel and barbarous 
Doctrine of abſolute Paſſive Obedience, when the 
whole Church of England, in ſeveral Convocati- 
ons, juſtified the Proteſtants in the reſiſting of 
their Tyrannical Princes, and not only — 
e 
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ed in Words, the Juſtice of their Reſiſtance, but 
which is more, they laid down their Purſes to 
help them; and charged themſelves deeply with 
Taxes, in Conſideration of Queen Elizabeth's great 
Charges and Expences in aſſiſting them: As you 
may ſee in the Clergy's Subſidy Acts in that 
Reign. 
J. 152. Quinto Elizabethg, Cap. 24. Among 
other Conſiderations, for which the Clergy give 
their Subſidy of Six Shillings in the Pound, they 
have theſe Words; And finally, pondering the in- 
eſtimable Charges ſuſtained by your Highneſs, as well 
of late Days in reducing the Realm of Scotland to 
QOnity and Concord, as alſo in procuring as much 
as in your Highneſs lieth, by all Kind of godly and 
prudent Means, the abating of all Hoſtility and Per- 
ſeeution within the Realm of France, praiſed and 
uſed againſt the Profeſſors of God's holy Goſpel, and 
true Religion, The firſt thing in this Paſſage is the 
Queen's Aſſiſtance of the Scorch in their Refor- 
mation, wherein they were oppoſed by the Queen 
of. Scots, which is ſet down at large in our 
Cbronieles. Stow, p. 649. The Temporality, in 
their Subſidy Act, at the ſame Time, Cap. 27. 
call this Aſſiſtance, The Princely and upright 
© Preſervation. of the Liberty of the next Realm 
and Nation of Scotland from eminent Captivity 
V © and Deſolation. The other they call'd © The 
© godly and prudent Means for abating Hoſtility 
© and Perſecution within the Realms of France. 
Stow, p. 650. informs us that thoſe Means were the 
Forces ſent under Dudley, Earl of Warwick, to 
| Newhaven, to aſſiſt the French Proteſtants who were 
then in Arms. This Aſſiſtance of the Queen, Par- 
liament and Clergy, was a damnable Sin according 
| | to 
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to the Doctrine of abſolute paſſive and uncondi- 
tionated Obedience, which ſome of our Clergy do 
now hold ; for they that are aiding and aſſiſting 
to Rebels, are as bad as Rebels themſelves: But 
all the Biſhops and Clergy in Convocation, held 
no ſuch Doctrine in thoſe Days; for they call 
that Aſſiſtance, the Uſe of godly and prudent 
Means to abate Hoſtility and Perſecution, practi- 
ſed and uſed againſt the Profeſſors of God's holy 
Goſpel and true Religion. 

J. 153. 35 Eliz. Cap. 12. The Clergy grant 
another Subſidy in Conſideration of Her Majeſty's 
Charges, in the provident and needful Preven- 
tion of ſuch intended Attempts, as intend to 
the Extirpation of the ſincere Profeſſion of the 
** Goſpel, both here and elſewhere. The Tem- 
poralities Subſidy Act at the ſame Time. declares 
theſe Reaſons for their Tax. Cap. 13. Beſides the 
great and perpetual Honour which it hath pleaſed 
God to give your Majeſty abroad, in making you the 
principal Support of juſt and religious Cauſes againſt 
Ofarpers Beſides the great Succours in France 
and Flanders, which we do conceive to be moſs 
honourable in Regard of the ancient Leagues, the Ju- 
frice and Equity of their Cauſes. And in the 39 
Eliz. Cap. 27. they ſay, This Land i become, 
fence your Majeſty's happy Days, both 4 Port and 
Haven of Refuge, for diſtreſſed States and Kingdoms, 
and « Rock and Bulwark of Oppoſition againſt the 
Tyrannies and ambitious Attempts of mighty and 
uſurping Potentates. | 

T. 154. 43 Eliz. Cap. 17. The Clergy in their 
Subſidy Act, ſay, For who hath, or ſhould have 4 
livelier Senſe, or better Remembrance of your Ma- 
Jeſty's Princely Courage and Conſtancy in —y 

an 
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and proteFing the free Profeſſion of the Goſpel, within 
and without your Majeſty's Dominions, than your 
Clergy. King Charles the Firſt, and the Biſhops 
and Clergy of England, aſſiſted the Proteſtants of 
France: So that if the Scorch, French and Dutch 
Proteſtants were doom'd Rebels in their Reſiſtance 
of their lawful Sovereigns, then the Charch and 
Parliament of England, quite thro' Queen Eliza: 
beth's Reign, and in King Charles the Firſt's 
Reign, by their afliſting of them, involved them- 
ſelves in the ſame Guilt, For it is utterly unlaw- 
ful, and a horrid Sin to aſſiſt Subjects in the Vi- 
olation of their Duty and Allegiance, and to aid 
them in reſiſting the Ordinance of God. But this 
being too abſurd to be believed of Confeſſors, and 


Men who had hazarded their Lives for the Prote- 


ſtant Religion, it is plain that they held Reſi- 
ſtance to be lawful in theſe Caſes, tho? it be not 
to be found in their Catechiſm, nor in the Book 
of Homilies : For if they had thought it utterly 
unlawful to aſſiſt. Subjects againſt tyrannical Prin- 
ces, or that St. Paul had threatned it with Dam- 
nation, they muſt have been willing to purchaſe 
it at a very dear Rate, ſince they apply d a whole 
Years Revenue of all the Benefices of England, to 
reſiſt the Ordinance of God. By this it appears, 
that the new modiſh Doctrine of ſubmitting to 
all Sorts of lawleſs Oppreſſion is Madneſs and 
Innovation, and wholly unknown to the Compi- 
lers of our Homilies. So if they who now hold 
the ſame Opinion be in an Error, they err with 
their Fathers, with the Church and- Parliament 
of England, and with moſt of the Proteſtants in 
Europe, in all Ages; then they do err in good 
Company. Now Doctor Sacheverel, Dr. Hicks, 
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Dr. Welton, Dr. Atterbury, Mr. Higgins, Mr. Whaley 
of Oxford, Mr. Leſly, Mr. Collier, Mr. Mzlbourne, 
and all others who hold the Doctrine of abſolute 
paſſive-Obedience? What ſay you? are you wi- 
ſer than all our Fore-Fathers? For Shame recant, 
leſt you be taken for Mad-men, Fools or Knaves. 

F. 155. And where was abſolute Paſſive-Obe- 
« dience, when the Proteſtant Princes of Germany 
invited Guſtavus Adolphns, King of Sweeden, to 
come into Germany to aſſiſt them againſt their 
lawful Prince, for perſecuting of them; and 
when the Proteſtants joined with him upon his 
Arrival; and when King Charles the Firſt aſſiſted 
them with Men, from England? 

J. 156. Biſhop Jewel, one of thoſe that wrote 
the Homilies, ſaith in the Defence of his Apolo- 
gy, p. 16. That neither Luther, Melancthon, Ge. 
taught the People to rebel againſt their Prince, but 
only to defend themſelves by all lawful Means againſt 
Oppreſſion, as did David, againſt King Saul. So 
do the Nobles in France at this Day : They ſeek 
not to kill, but to ſave their own Lives, as they 
have proteſted by publick. Writing to the World. 
As for us, we are Strangers unto their Caſe ; they 
themſelves are beſt acquainted with the Laws and 
_ Conſtitutions of their Country; and therefore are 

beſt able to yield Account of the Grounds and 
Reaſons of their Doings, 

FJ. 157. Biſhop Bilſon, in his Book of the true 
Difference between Chriſtian SubjeFion and unchri- 
ſtian Rebellion, (dedicated to Queen Elizabeth) in 
Defence of the Proteſtants of France, againſt the 
unjuſt Oppreſſions of their King, ſaith, I will not 
raſbly pronounce all that reſiſt to be Rebels : Caſes 
may fall out in Chriſtian Kingdoms, where People 
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may plead their Right againſt the Prince, and not 
be charged with Rebellion. As if a Prince ſhould 
go about to ſubject his Kingdom to a foreign Realm, 
or change the Form of the Commonwealth, from Em- 
pire to Tyranny, or negled the Laws eſtabliſhed by 
common Conſent of the Prince and People, to exe- 
cute his own Pleaſure: In theſe and other Caſes 
which might be named, if the Nobles and Commons 
join - together to defend their ancient and accuſtom d 
Liberty, they may not be accounted Rebels. 

J. 158. In King Charles the Firſt's Reign, we 
have the Judgment of Biſhop Abbot, that the Caſe 
of the primitive Chriſtians and us differs in this, 
That they had no Legal Right for their - Religion, 
but were ſub ject to the meer Pleaſure of the Govern- 
ment ; and whilſt it was ſo, they made no Reſiſtance. 
But under Conſtantine, the Emperor, they bad L aws 

on their Side, then they allowed of Reſiſtance. 
J 159. Sleyden, Com. l. 8. tells us, that Luther 
had always taught, That the Magiſtrate might not 
be reſiſted ; and there was a little Book of his ex- 
tant upon that Subject. But when the Lawyers, in 
a Conference, proved, That Reſiſtance was allowed 
by the Laws in ſome Caſes, Luther ingeniouſly pro- 
| feſſed, That he did not know the Lawfulneſs of it be- 
fore 5 and then ſaid, That being the Goſpel doth not 
bar, nor aboliſh the Laws of the State, ar he had always 
taught; and becauſe many things might ſo happen, that 
not only Matter of Right, but alſo the Force and Ne- 
ceſſity of Conſcience might occaſion us to arm, therefore 
0 an Aſſociation might be entred into, to defend our 
it B ſelves in Caſe Cæſar himſelf ſpould make War upon us, 
or any one elſe in Cæſars Name, In another Book 
of his he warned all Men in general, That they 
ſhould not obey the Magiſtrate, if he raiſed the Mili- 
tia for ſuch a War. J. 160, 
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T. 160. At the ſame Time there were Seven 
Princes, and twenty four Proteſtant Cities, which 
entred into an: Aſſociation againſt the Emperor, 
(Sleyd. Com. I. 18.) As for his charging ws with Re- 
bellion (ſay they) there is nothing at all in it; and 
he knows in his Conſcience that we are wronged. 
If he had flood to his former Compacts and Decrees, 
we alſo ſhou'd have done our Duty; but becauſe he 
has broken them, and beſides our Obedience is due 
to God in the firſt Place, let him lay the Blame up- 
on himſelf : For being he endeavours the Deſtrution 
of our Religion and Liberty, he gives ws Cauſe. to 
oppoſe him with 4 good Conſcience : For in that Caſe - 
it is lawful to refeſt, as may be made appear, both 
from ſacred and prophane Hiſtory. For unjuft Vi- 
olence is by no Means the Ordinance of God; nei- 
ther are we any otherways bound to hits, than upon 
the Performance of the Conditions, upon which he was 
made Emperor. 
©. 161. The Citizens of Madgeburgh ſay, That © 
they could not be proved guilty of Rebellion, either b 
the Law of God, or the Law of Man : That thoſe who 
took up Arms poo them, made War upon Chriſt 
himſelf, &c. every Body eaſily underſtands, how ur- 
terly unlawful it is to offer any Violence to ut. Sleyd. 


Com. I. 2. | 
J. 162. Melandt bon was of the ſame Opinion 


as Luther, as to the Lawfulneſs of Reſiſtance, as 
in many Places of his Writings it doth appear; 
as was St. Chryſoſtom before them both : And in 
his Comment on Prov. xxiv. 21, 22. he ſaith, The 
Goſpel allows us to make Uſe of politick Laws, which 
are reaſonable: Nay, if a lawful Defence were not 
allowed by the Goſpel, the Goſpel it ſelf would 


be transformed into a state-Doctrine, and would 
©. efta- 


( | 
eſtabliſh infinite Slavery which it does not. And 
in his common Places, call'd Vindicta, upon theſe 
Words of our Saviour, He that takes the Sword, 
all periſh by the Sword; he ſays, For a Man to 
take the Sword, is to draw it when it is not put 
into his Hands by the Laws; therefore he who of- 
fers unjuſt Violence, takes the Sword : But on the 


. other Hand, he who uſes a juſt Defence does not 


take the Sword, but he draws a Sword which the 
Laws put into his Hands. And in his Commen- 
tary on Rom. 13. upon theſe Words; Wherefore 
ye muſt needs be 2 not only for Wrath, but 
alſo for Conſcience Sake ;, he ſays, That theſe Words 
do concern not only the Subject, but alſo the Ma- 
giſtrates themſelves, who when they turn Tyrants do 
overthrow the Ordinance of God, no leſs than the 
ſeditiout. And therefore their Conſciences are guil- 
ty too, becauſe they obey not the Ordinance of God, 
that is, the Laws, which they ought to obey : There- 
fore the Threatnings which are here ſct down, do per- 
tain likewiſe to them. Let all Perſons therefore, 
by the Severity of this Command be moved, not 
to think the Violation of the Conſtitution to be 


a light Sin. 

Ta 164. Zuinglius, one of the three firſt Refor- 
mers, in his pions and friendly Ad monition to the 
Republick of the Switzers, diſcourſes much of his 
Country's throwing off the Yoke of Oppreſſi- 
on ; and reckons that St. Paul was of the ſame 
Mind, when he ſaid, But if thou may ſt be free, 
uſe it rather : Which Eternal Counſel of God, our 
valiant Anceſtors following with undaunted Con- 
rage, were bleſſed with wonderful Succeſſes, &c. 
And in his Opus Articulorum, Art. 40, 41, 42. 
he ſays, They deſerve what they ſuffer, who lie _ 
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den Opprefſion, amd a great Deal more; they have 
mo Wrong done them; he bids them periſþ with their 
Oppreſſor. He ſays, that. the dreadful Plarnes that 
followed the Jews, Jer. xv. 3, 4. upon Account of 
the Wickhedneſs of Manaſſeh, and the Blood which be 
ſhed in Jerufalem, were moſt juſt Puniſhments, and 
deſervedly inflicted upon that People, becauſe they ſuf- 
fer d him to do it, Ne. +" 

J. 164. Lucifer de Cagliari in his Book De non 
parciendo in Deum delinquentibus (a Book approved 
by St. Athanaſius, who calls him a new. Elia, p. 
1068. declares, That he believed it was lawful to 
refeſt Kings under the Old Teſtament, and alſo to 
put them to Death, in Caſe of Idolatry, which, be 
maintains, the Arrians were guilty of. 
J. 165. St. Auſtin ſpeaking of the Behaviour of 

the Chriſtians, towards Julian, ſaith to this Ef- 
fet, Thet the Chriſtian Soldiers ſerved under this 
Infidel Emperor, and where their Religion was not 
concerned, made Conſcience of obeying him; but 
where, indeed, it came to the Cauſe 4 Chriſt, there 
they made as much Conſcience of diſobeying him, 

Aug. in Pſ. 124. | | 

4 166. It was the Miſery of moſt of the Pro- 

teſtants in other Countries, as well as thoſe in 
Germany, in the Beginning of their Reformation, 

to fall under Oppreſſion, particularly the French, 
Scotch and Dutch Proteſtants: And it is well 
known they all defended themſelves, and uſed 

Reſiſtance, which, in Scotland, ended in an eſta- 

bliſhed Reformation of the Proteſtant Religion; 

in Holland, it ended in an abſolute Freedom, both 
from the Popiſtrand Spaniſh Toke ; and in France, 
ended. in a free Exerciſe of their Religion, but 
was ſoon interrupted by the true Popiſh Faith, and 
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Friendſhip of a Maſſacre; fo that they were forced 
to fight all over again, and who are now under the 
ſame Bondage of Tyranny and Oppreſſion again. 
I deſire that it may be obſerved, that neither theſe 
Germans, Scotch, Dutch, nor French in their firſt 
War, ever pretended that their Religion was eſta- 
bliſhed by Law, and thereby made a Part of the 
Government of their Country, which Men by their 
Allegiance, are bound to defend; but they uſed 
Reſiſtance to repel the Violence which was done 
only to their Civil Rights, and to the Native 
Liberty of their Conſciences, It were fooliſh Im- 
pertinence to cite the Authorities of thoſe that 
were engaged in thoſe Reſiſtances; and it were 
endleſs to cite all the foreign Divines who look'd 
on, and applauded them, aud called them The 
Lord's Battles. 

J. 167. The Government of the Roman Em- 
perors heretofore was abſolute and unmixed; 
they govern'd at Pleaſure; they made Laws, and 
unmade them again, and had the Sovereign Power 
of Life and Death, for which Reaſon the Chri- 
ſtians could with no Pretence reſiſt the Violence 
of thoſe Times, or defend themſelves againſt the 
Wrongs which were done them. Now, while their 
Condition continu'd thus, the Chriſtians were kil- 
led, but did not kill: Notwithſtanding, when un- 
der Conſtantine the Emperor, they were rather for 
© killing, than being killed; and having vanquiſh- 
ed ſeveral Uſurpers, and Lycinizs the Emperor, 
they threw off the Yoke of Perſecution. 
168. If God had commanded the Yoke of 
dubjection to the Tyrannical Will of Princes, tis 
ſtrange that neither of the Prophets El;/ba, or 


Elijah, nor Axariab, nor David, with bis Follow- 
. i ers, 
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ers, nor the Fews under their Kings, nor the pri- 
mitive Chriſtians after their Religion was eſta- 
bliſhed by Laws, nor any of the ancient Fathers, 
nor any of the Reformed Churches, ſhould not have 
known this Doctrine of Abſolute Paſſive- Obedience 
to the Will and Pleaſure of Tyrannical Princes. 

T. 169. If reſiſting of the ſupreme Authority 
be anlawful upon any Account whatſoever, then 
were all thoſe People guilty of Rebellion, who 
in all Ages, have reſiſted, or turn'd out their evil 
and deſtructive Kings and Governors; then the 
Jews were guilty of this Sin, for turning out ſe- 
veral of their Kings, without any Appointment 
from God in Scripture. | So likewiſe the primi- 
tive Chriſtians did involve themſelves under the 
Guilt of St. Paul's Damnation for reſiſting of their 
Emperors; and likewife, the Chriſtians in all Ages, 
who have reſiſted, or turn'd out their evil Princes 
by turning them out, &c. and then Athanaſius, (the 
ſuppoſed Author of the Creed) and thoſe Chriſti- 
ans with him, did alſo come under the Guilt of 
St. Paul's Damnation for approving of Calarita- 
nuss Book, which, according to the Doctrine of 
abfolute Paſſive- Obedience, was a treaſonable and 
rebellious Book; for the Incendiaries to Rebelli- 
on, are as guilty as they that are actually in it. 

J. 170. It is unjuſt and unreaſonable to aſ- 
ſert any abſolute Paſſive-Obedience but to the 
Laws of God, and to the Laws of the Land, 
which is moſt certainly due, and no otherwiſe. 
And for any of our Nobility, or Gentry, &«c. 
who had any Hand in the late Revolution, to ſuf- 
fer any other abſolute Paſſive-Obedience to be 
preach'd, or any Member of either Houſe of the 
Convent ion Parliament; is to ſuffer themſelves - 
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be call'd damn d Rebels and Traytors, and the Re- 


volution a damn d Rebellion, and the Queen, the 


Biſhop of London, the Dutcheſs of Marlborough, 
and the Lady Berkley, damn'd Rebels and Tray- 
tors, for going to the Army in the North. 

J. 171. He that lets any Perſon whatſoever 
deſtroy him, contrary to Law, when it is in his 
Power to preſerve his Lite by defending himſelf, 
does tacitly conſent to his own Death, which he 
is obliged to defend by the Law of Nature, and 
therefore is guilty of his own Blood, as well as 
he that deſtroys him; whereas by defending him- 
ſelf, there can be but one guilty of Blood, (which 
is the Invader) in which Defence, if he kills the 


other, his Blood lies at his own Door; by which 


it follows that Paſſive-Obedience to unjuſt Vio- 
lence is a Sin, but reſiſting ſuch Violence is no 
Sin, but the Duty of every Man. The firſt Duty 
which I owe is to God, the Second to my ſelf, in 
preſerving my ſelf, ec. the third to my Parent 
and Sovereign, in obeying of them in all things 
feaſonable and lawful. 1 

T. 172. The Doctrine of Paſſive-Obedience, with- 
out Reſerve is charging God with as palpable a 
Contradiction as any two Things can be, it being 
diametrically oppoſite to the Law of Self-Preſet- 
vation, which is the Law of Nature, and the De- 
eree of the Almighty, which Law is facted, and 
not to be infringed by any Man.” 

J. 173. It is not the Doctrine of the Goſpel, 
or of Jeſus Chriſt, to be paſſive beyond the Laws 
and Cuſtoms of the Country ; this were to make 
God the Author, or Approver of all the Perſecu⸗ 
tions, and innocent Blood that have been ſpilt in 


the World by evil Princes and Governots. * 
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as God never commanded any Thing contrary to 
the Law of Nature. | 2 
T. 174. All Men have both a natural and civil 
Right and Property in their Lives, *till they have 
forfeited them by the Laws of their Country. 

T. 175. When the Law of a Country makes it 
Death to be a Chriſtian, then they are to lay down 
their Lives for Chriſt's Sake. This is the only 
Caſe wherein the Goſpel requires abſolute Paſſive- 
Obedience, when the Laws are againſt a Man, and 
this was the Caſe of the firſt Chriſtians. 

J. 176. The Goſpel is ſo far from enſlaving 
us, or diveſting us of thoſe Rights and Privileges 
which we have already, that it encourages us to 
procure more Liberties and Franchiſes, if we can 
come honeſtly by them; read 1 Cor. vii. 21, 22, 
23. with Dr. Hammond's Paraphraſe upon them. 

J. 177. St. Paul himſelf was not for abſolute 
Paſſive-Obedience, for when the chief Captain 
commanded him to be ſcourged, he ſaid unto the 
Centurian, Is it lawful for you to ſcourge a Roman 
uncond emned : Altho' it is very plain that he and 
Silas, who ſuffer'd with him, had offended as they 
were accuſed, and were guilty of breaking the Ro- 
man Laws, by teaching Cuſtoms which were not 
lawful for them to receive, or obſerve; and the 
Magiſtrates of Philippi, one of the chief Cities of 
Macedonia having put them in Priſon, and beaten 
them for it, would afterwards have let them go; 
but St. Paul ſaid, That they had beaten them illegally, 
and they would not depart out of Priſon, and the 
Magiſtrates came and beſought them, and bronght 
tbem out, Acts xvi. 12, 36, 37, 39. and xxii. 24, 25. 

J. 178. According to St. Paul's Exhortation to 
the Romans, all Magiſtrates are the Powers — 4 
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che does not ſay the ſupreme Powers that be) if 
St. Paul had ſaid the Power that is, is ordain d of God, 
it would have inferr'd only the ſapreme, becauſe 
he would then have ſpoken in the ſingular Number. 


But he ſaying, That the Powers that be, were ordained 


of God, does imply that all Magiſtrates are thoſe 
Powers; then, according to that Saying of St. Paul, 
the Lord-Mayor, and all the Aldermen of London 
(except thoſe few Aldermen that are not Juſtices 
of the Peace) and all Conſtables are St. Pauls Pow- 
ers. Now all thoſe Powers are choſen, Vox Populi, 
Vox Dei: To refiſt any of theſe Powers in the Ad- 
miniſtration or executing of the Laws is a Sin, and 
every Sin in its Nature is damnable, without Re- 
pentance and Forgiveneſs of God : Yet theſe Pow- 
ers may be reſiſted, proſecuted, and puniſhed, ac- 
cording to the Nature of his, or their Crimes. 
Now, can any Man ſay, that theſe Magiſtrates are 
ordained of God, or have their Power from God, 
any more than that all Men are ordained of God, 
and have their Lives and Strength from him, which 
is their Power, and in the executing of this Power 
they have Power to do good or evil? Before they 
are choſen Magiſtrates they have no more Power 
than other Men, but when choſen, the Law is their 
Power, beyond which, they cannot go without 
incurring the Penalty thereof, 

J. 179. St. Pauls Powers, according to our 
Conſtitution, are the Legiſlative Authority of this 
Nation, the Three Eſtates in Parliament _ 
bled, who are the ſupreme Powers, the Powers 
that be, who have Power to make, or anhihilate 
Laws, and theſe Powers are as much the Ordi- 
nance of God, as any Powers whatſoever ; and if 
theſe Powers are jnot St. Pauls Powers, then 
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there neither is, nor can be any ſuch Power, or 
Powers in this Nation, that are, or muſt be irre- 
ſiſtible, according to St. Paul. To reſiſt theſe 
Powers in making, or unmaking of Laws is a 
damnable Sin: But when theſe Perſons are ſepara- 
ted from the Legiſlative Authority, they are but 
private Perſons, except ſuch of thoſe Perſons that 
are Magiſtrates, who have no more Power than 
other Perſons, and are as puniſhable by the Laws 
of their own making, (the King excepted) as any 
other. Perſon ; the chiefeſt of theſe Powers is the 
King, becauſe in him is the executive Part of 
theſe Powers, which is the putring the Powers of 
the Laws in Execution: Now all Perſons commiſ- 
ſioned by him, as the Lord Chancellor, Judges, or 
any other Magiſtrates, are but the Adminiſtrators 
of thoſe Powers, which the ſupreme Powers, the 
Legiſlators have made, which are the Laws : Now, 
if any of theſe Judges, or Magiſtrates, notwith- 
ſtanding any Commiſſion, or pretended Commiſſi- 
on, a& contrary to the Adminiſtration of theſe 
Powers of the Law, they are puniſhable by Law 
according to the Nature of their Crime, and are 
accountable, cenſurable, and puniſhable by the Le- 
giſlative Powers, 

J. 180. There is more Reaſon to believe that 
the Doctrine of abſolute Paſſive- Obedience is a dam- 
nable Doctt ine, than that reſiſting the ſupreme Ma- 
giſtrate upon any Account whatſoever, is damna- 
ble, becauſe that Doctrine is inconſiſtent with thoſe 
_ Attributes of God; by which we believe 

im a God of infinite Love, Mercy and Compaſſi- 
on to all Mankind, and no Reſpecter of Perſons, 
for that Doctrine makes him an unmerciful, cruel, 
barbarous and tyrannical God, in making „ 
| ind, 
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kind, that they may be uſed as Beaſts, at the Will 
and Pleaſure of a few of their fellow Creatures, 
who are but their Equals 'till they make them ſu- 
preme Head or Governors. 

FJ. 181. With what Ignorance do ſome affert, 
that Adam was an abſolute Monarch? For that the 
Father of a Family governs by no other Law than 
by his Will and Pleaſure, and the Father is not 
to be reſiſted by his Child? And that Adam had 
a Monarchical, Abſolute, Supreme, Paternal Pow- 
er? And that all Kingly Authority is a Fatherly 
Authority, and therefore irreſiſtible? And that no 
Laws can bind the King, or annal this Authority? 
How could Adam be an abſolute Monarch, when 
God gave him the Herbs but in common with the 
Beaſts? Ger. i. 29. 30. Can it be thought that 
God gave him an abſolute Authority of Life and 
Death over Man, who had not Authority to kill 

any Beaſt, to ſatisfy his Hunger, as was permit- 
ted to Noah and his Sons? Gen. ix. 5. where God 
ſays, Every moving thing that moveth ſhall be Meat 
for you, even as the Herbs have I given you all things. 
Is it not as reaſonable to believe, that God would 
have curſed Adam, if he had killed his Son Abel, 
as Cain for killing him? Cain was very ſenſible 
every one had, by the Law of Nature, a Right to 
kill him for being guilty of Blood, when he ſaid, 
Every one that found him, ſhould ſlay him, Gen. iv. 
14. God made no Exemption to the greateſt Man 
living, who ſhould be guilty of innocent Blood, 
when he ſaid, He that ſheddeth Man's Blood, by 
Man ſhall his Blood be ſhed, Gen. ix. Neither Noah 
or his Sons were exempted from this great Law, 
and therefore could have no abſolute Authority : 


Since God has no where given any Man ſuch Au- 
; 1 thority 
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_ thority, there can be no ſuch lawful Authority; 
for the Community cannot make themſelves Slaves 
by inveſting ſuch an Authority in any Man : Should 
they do it, it is not binding, it being a Sin againſt 
the Law of Nature, which is the Law of God, 
which makes all Men equal, and no Men Slaves. 

J. 182. The firſt Fathers of Mankind after the 

Flood, had not the Exerciſe of Royal Power; and 

| Whatſoever they had was equally devolved to eve- 
ry one of their Sons, as appears by the Examples 
of Noah, Shem, Abraham, Iſaac, you and their 
Children. The firſt King we read of in Scripture, 
was Nimrod, King of Babylor, the Sixth Son of 
Chufh, the Son of Ham, Noah's youngeſt and ac- 
curſed Son. This Kingdom was ſet up about 130 
Years after the Flood, who was choſen by the 
People, or elſe he could not have been King, for 
Chuſh, Ham, with his elder Brother, and his Father 
Noah, were then living, who were not Kings. 

F. 183. If Noah was Heir to Adam, I ask which 
of Noah's Sons was Heir to him? For, if by Right 
it deſcended to all his Sons, then it muſt have de- 
fcended to all their Sons, and ſo on: If ſo, then 
are all Mer. become equal and independent, as 
being the Offspring of Adam and Noah: If it de- 
ſcended only to the eldeſt, and ſo on, then there 
can be but one lawful Monarch in the World, and 
who that is, is impoſſible to be found out; ſo that 
Paternal Monarchical Authority, take it which 
way yon will, it comes to nothing at all. 

J. 184. Where Human Inſtitution gives it not, 
the firſt- born has no Right at all above his Brethren ;, 
as the Biſhop of Exon acknowledges. 

q 185 If a Government, ſay ſome, 


may be di- 
flurbed for any unlawful Proceedings of the 8 


or 
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or his Miniſters, how can any Government be ſafe ? 
To which I anſwer, that it is not lawſul for a few 
| Perſons to oppoſe their Prince, and it is impoſſi- 
ble for one, or a few oppreſſed Men to diſturb the 
Government much, where the-Body of the People 
do not think themſelves concern'd in it, and that 
the Conſequences ſeem not to threaten all; yea, 
when it does, yet in Matters of leſſer Moment 
the People are not very forward to diſturb the 
Government, as in King Charles the Second's Time, 
when the Charters were condemned, and ſeized 
upon, in order to make us Slaves, and the Laws 
perverted to the Loſs of many innocent Lives, 
and the Goals filled with Diſſenters for worſhip- 
ping God according t6 their Conſciences, and 
many other Oppreſſions, too many to inſert; and 
yet they did not ſend for a foreign Power, nor riſe 
againſt the Government, nor preach Sedition tho 
their Perſecution was much greater than againſt 
the Church in King James's Reign. I ſay, till the 
Miſchief-be grown general, and the Deſigns of the 
Rulers become 'notorions, then, and then only, 
will the People be for righting themſelves, _ 
J. 186. Whoſoever, either Ruler, or Subject, by 
Force goes about to invade the Rights of either 
Prince, or People, and lays the Foundation for 
over-turning the Conſtitution and Frame of any 
juſt Government, he is guilty of the greateſt 
Crime, I think a Man is capable of, being to an- 
ſwer for all thoſe Miſchiefs of Blood, Rapine and 
Deſolation, which the breaking to Pieces of Go- 
vernment 1 on a Country; and he who does 
it is juſtly to be accounted one who reſiſts the Or- 


dinance of God, and the common Enemy and Peſt 


of Mankind. | 
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The Character of King Charles tbe 
Firſt, and bis Government ; taken 
from my Lord Clarendon's Hiſtory 
of the Civil Wars, the firſt Volume 
in Folio; and out of Rulhworth's 
Collections, the Firſt Volume in Fo- 
lio; and out of Whitelock's Me- 
morials, in Folio: Without any Ob. 


ſeruations, or Reflections. 
Larendon, p. 6. In the Second Par- 


J. 187. 

liament there was a Mention and 
Intention of granting Five Subſidies, but that 
Meeting was diſſolved upon very unpopular and 
unplauſible Reaſons; and thoſe ſive Subſidies were 
enacted throughout the whole Kingdom, with the 
ſame Rigour, as if an Act had paſſed to that Pur- 
poſe. Divers Gentlemen of prime Quality, in 
ſeveral Counties, for refuſing to pay the ſame, 
were committed to Priſon with great Rigour, as 
if an Act had paſſed to that Purpoſe. And yet 
all theſe Provocations, and many others of almoſt 
as large an Extent, produced no other Reſent- 
ment in the Third Parliament, than the Petition 
of Right, (of no Prejudice to the Crown) which 
was purchzſed at Five Subſidies; but in a ſhort 


Lim: after granted, was diſſolved. The Diſſolu- 


tion of the two firſt Parliam?nts was wholly im- 
% pated 
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puted to the Duke of Buckingham, and the Third 
to the Lord Meſton, Lord Treaſurer : At the Time 
of thoſe Diſſolutions ſome Charges and Accuſa- 
tions were preparing againſt them. 

Page 53. Supplemental Acts of State were made 
to ſupply Defe&s of Laws, and ſo Tonnage and 
Poundage, and other Duties upon Merchandizes 
were collected, and new and greater Impoſitions 
laid upon Trade. The King raiſed a vaſt Sum of 
Money upon the Law of Knighthood ; and no leſs 
unjuſt Projects of all kinds, many ridiculous, ma- 
ny ſcandalous, all very grievous, were ſet on foot; 
great Fines on Foreſs Laws, But, for an everlaſt- 
ing Supply of all Occafions, inſtead of a Ship of 
War, which every County was ordered to provide 
by ſuch a Day, G. the Sheriff was to raiſe ſo 
much Money, by which, for ſome Years, came to 
the King's Coffer two hundred thouſand Pounds 

Annum. : 

For the better Support of theſe extraordinary 
Ways, and to protect their Agents, the Council- 
Table and Star- Chamber enlarged their Juriſdi- 
cition to a vaſt Extent, holding for honourable, 
_ which pleaſed, and for juſt that which pro- 

ted, | 

Page 54. There were Proclamations, enjoyning 
the People what was not enjoyned by Law, and 
prohibiting that which was not prohibited ; the 
Offenders thereof were impriſoned, and fined with 
very great Fines, and thoſe Foundations of Right 
by which Men valued their Security, to the Ap- 
prehenſion and Underſtanding of wiſe Men, were 
never more in Danger to be deſtroyed. 


FJ. 188. 
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J. 188. Ruſbwort h, p. 418. King Charles the 
Firſt raiſed Money by way of a general Loan; 


he that was rated. in the laſt Subſidy Book at 
100 l. in Goods, was to lend one hundred Marks; 


and he that was rated one hundred Pound in Land, 


was to lend ene hundred Pounds in Money; and 
ſo proportionable for a greater or a leſſer Sum. 
Page 422. Several of St. Clement Danes, the 
Savoy, the Dutchy, and other Parts within the 
Liberties of Weſtminſter, for refuſing to ſubſcribe 
the Loan, were, by Order of Council to be preſt, 


to ſerve in the Ships, ready to go out in the 
King's Service, and the Non-Subſcribers of high 
Rank, in all the Counties, were bound to appear 
before the Council-Table, who committed divers 


of them to Priſon, and the common Sort to be 
liſted among the Soldiers. Sir P. Hayman, for re- 
fuſing the Loan, was ſent into the Kings Service 


in the Palatinate. 
Page 423. Dr. Manwaring, in two Sermons be- 


fore the King and Court at Whitehall, delivered 


for Doctrine, to this Purpoſe, viz. That the King 
is not bound to obſerve the Laws of the Realm, 
concerning the Subject: Rights and Liberties ; but 
that his Royal Will and Command, in impoſing 
Loans and Taxes without common Conſent in Par- 
liament, doth oblige the Subjects Conſcience, upon 
Pair of eternal Damnation : That thoſe who refuſed 
to pay this Loan, offended againſt the ſupreme Au- 


thority, and became guilty of Impiety, Diſloyalty and 


Rebellion. And, That the Authority of Parliament 
ie not neceſſary for the raiſeng of Aids and Subſedies : 
And, that the ſlow Proceedings f ſuch great Aſſem- 


blier were not fitted for the Supply of the States ur- 
gent 


| 
| 
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gent Neceſſities, but would rather produce ſundry 
lerpediments to the juſt Deſign of Princes. | 

* 411. Arch-Biſhop Abbot refuſing to licence 
Dr. Szbthorp's Sermon (which was much to the 
ſame purpoſe as Manwaring s) was ſequeſtred from 
his Office. 

Page 474. The King gave Direction for a Com- 
miſſion to raiſe Monies by Impoſitions, in Nature 
of an Exciſe, to be levied throughout the Nation; 
and ordered the Lord Treaſurer to pay Thirty 
thouſand Pounds to a Dutch Merchant for raiſing 
One thouſand Horſe, with Arms both for Horſe 
and Foot, which was ſuppoſed to enforce the 
Exciſe. | 

Page 612. Thoſe Horſes were raiſed, and were 
to come over ; but a Parliament being quickly 
after called, they were countermanded, and after- 
wards diſpoſed of to the King of Sweden, and 
Duke of Savoy, p. 637. 


J. 189, In Whitelock's Memorials, in Folio. 


Page 1. The Vantguard, and Seven other Exgliſs 
Ships, were lent to the King of France, and em- 
ployed againſt Rochel; the Mariners refuſed the 
Service : Buckingham was acquainted with it, but 
not the Body of the Council. The Proteſtants of 
France ſollicit our King againſt it, but he expretly 
commands the Vice-Admiral Pennington to do it, 
which he obeyed. | 

Page 3. The Commons began to fall upon the 
publick Grievances : The King ſent a (mart Let- 
ter to the Speaker. To this the Commons retur- 
ned a general Anſwer, promiſing a Supply; the 

King 
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King ſaid, I wil not allow any of n Servants to be 
queſtioned among you, much leſs ſuch as are of eminent 
Place, and near unto me, I ſee you eſpeci a, aim 
at the Duke, meaning the Du: of Buckingham, 
whom they had charged with many high Critnes 
and Miſdemeanours. 

Page 7. The Privy-Council adviſed the King to 
take Tonnage and Poundage. A Commiſion iſſued 
to compound with Recuſants. The King requi- 
red a Loan of Money, and ſent to London, and 
the Port-Towns, to furniſh Ships for Guard of 
the Seas. The Deputy Lieutenants, and Juſtices 
of Dorſetſhire, excuſed themſelves, and ſaid, The 
Caſe was without Preſedent. London was rated at 
twenty Ships, but defired an Abatement to ten, 
and two Pinnaces; the Council denied it; and 
ſaid, The Preſidents in former Times were Obedi- 
ence and not Direction. Commiſſions iſſued out 
for Muſters ; and Power of Martial Law was given, 

Page 8. To the impoſing of Loans, was added 
the Billeting of Soldiers ; Martial-Law was execu- 
ted ; and the Soldiers committed great Outrages. 
Some who refuſed to lend Money to the King, 
were forced to ſerve in the King's Ships, then go- 
ing forth; and the Refuſers in the Country, were 
ſome of them committed, and the meaner Sort 
preſſed to ſerve as Soldiers. Dr. Sibthorp pub- 
liſhed a Sermon, preached oy him to promote the 
King's Affairs 3 wherein he delivered his Opinion, 
| That the King might make Laws, and do whatſo« 
ever pleaſeth him, Dr. Mauwaring preached the 
ſame Divinity, and highly againſt the Power of 

Parliaments. The Queen was made to walk to 
Iyburn on Pennance, by her Popiſh Prieſts. 5 
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Par e 9. A Commiſſion of Exciſe was granted, 
and 4. disburſted for the raiſing of Geraan 
Horſe. 

Page 10. The Fleet, under the cn of 
the Earl of Denbeieh, ſailed to Rochel, and fiad- 
ing there ſome att Ships, would not affault 
them, tho' fewer and weaker than themſelves by 
many Degrees; but after ſhewing themſelves on- 
ly, they returned and left Roche! unrelieved, 

Page 11. Manwaring's Books were ſuppreſs'd by 


8 Dr. Manwaring tho' diſabled by 


Sentence) was par doned, and preferred to a good 
Living. Some Merchants were committed for not 
paying Tonnage and Pound age, according to the 
King's Declaration. It was felolved in Council, 
beforehand, to juſtify theſe Proceedings, when 


the Parliament ſhould meet; and if the Parlia- 


ment did not paſs the Bill for Tonnage and 
Poundage then to break it. The Parliament met, 
(Far. 20. Car. 3.) and found the Petition of 
Right to be printed with ſome Additions ; and 
the Copies firſt printed without the Additions, 
were ſuppreſſed by the King's Order. 

Page 12. The Order of the Council ſor levying 
of Tonnage and Poundage, was read in the Houle. 
The Speaker being call'd upon to put the Que- 
ſtion propos'd, ſaid, He durſt not, for that the 
King had commanded the contrary, Warrants of 
the Council were iſſued for Hollis, Selden, Hobert, 


Elliot,, and other Parliament - Men, to appear be- 
fore them ; Hollis, Curriton, Elliot, and Valentins 
appeared, and refuſi ing to anſwer out of Parlia- 
ment, for what was ſaid and done in Parliament, 


they were committed cloſe Priſoners to the Tow- 
er; and a Proclamation for apprehending others 


was 
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as much Confidence, and as often as the Prote- 


+ got out of the Houſe juſt before the King came 
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was publiſhed, and ſome of their Studies were 
ſealed up. Theſe Warrants were dated the $gth 
of March. Car. 3. 1628. 

Page 15. The Papiſts in Ireland grew into great 
Height; Monaſteries were there erected. Papiſts 
frequented their publick Meetiugs and Maſſes, with 


ſtants did their Churches. | 

Page 37. The Houſe of Commons voted, 1. 
That the Charge of Ship-Money was againſt the Law, 
the Subject: Right and Property, and contrary to 
former Reſolutions in Parliament, and to the Peti- 
tion of Right. 2. That the extra- judicial Opiuion 
of the Judges, was againſt the Lew, &cc. ut prius. 
3. That Ship-writs were againſt Law. 4. That the 
Judgment in Mr. Hampden's Caſe, about Ship-Ms- 
ney, was againſt Law, &c. The Houſe of Lords 
paſſed the ſame Votes; and the next Day a Com- 
mittee was appointed to draw up a Charge of. 
Treaſon againſt ſuch as had been Abetters there- 
in, the Lord Keeper Fixch, and all the reſt of 
the Judges. . 

Page 50. The King gave a Warant to repair 
to the Lodgings, and to ſeal up the Trunks, 
Studies and Chambers of the Lord Kimbolton, 
Mr. Pym, Mr. Hampden, Mr. Hollis, Sir Arthur 
Heſſilridge, and Mr. Stroud, Members of Parlia- 
ment, which was done, but their Perſons were 
not met with. | 2 

Page 51. The five Members received a ſecret. 
Notice of this intended Action, whereby they: | 


otherwiſe, it was believed, that if the King had 

found them there, and called in his Guards to 

have ſeized them, the Members of the — 
| woul 
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Wege may be ſeen by the Vote df. both #ou- 
ſes of Parliament, in Page 88 df wid Boo 
See a little mote of the"\Dodvr's Stucèrity, 
how he wreſts the Seripture to fer ve bis Pür- 
| = and infinuates that thè Church is i DSn-. 
ger, notwithſtanding both Houſes of Parliament 
had voted it out o L during the Life of 
Her Ma jeſty. 1. 175 Nip Page of his Octavo 
Sermon, he (ai hat be * Prophet/ Eliſha's Ser- 
ala 722 not ſee bis Miſter s 2 till bis Eyes 
22 Miracle, and he found himſelf : in 205 
a nid ariots and Horſes of Fire. Whereas 
tis Fi from the Text, 2 Kings vi. 15, 16, 
17. that the Prophet's Servant was ſufficiently al 
lym'd at his. Maſter's Danger, by an Army of 
Hriant, and. could not be fid of his; Fear tiſt his 
Eyes were ope d by Miracle ton ſee che Chariots 8 
and Horſes of Fire, Which Heaven hid fent to 
defend him. With what Face can the DBodtor 
complain of others for” 'villanoufly dividing. us 
with knaviſh Diſtinftions „when in his own Ser- 
mons, be. abuſes all thoſe who are not of his 
Way, both Chitrch-mey and Oiſſenters, by 'cal- 
ing them. Neutreli 7 "oy . 2 ſecret 
Set ef reſer'd: Athei 7 s , eee * hypo- 
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Monflers, exgentricł Comets, growin 
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c pnjArhittary! — Tympnical Power, which, the People of Great 
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171 may (if not timely prevented) be involv'd in, by the 
ery Principles, and pernicious Doctri nes of Dr. Sacheverell and 
710 — Ea dem. - Occaſionally - written upon the late 
mpudent Aſfronts offe * jo Her Majeſty phage | Crown and Dig- 
"ty by the —_— ot nd Warwick 

Subſtance: of — exence, between the French King, 


(2 Pretenger, and the Doctor, one of their beſt Friends, (now in 

Wherein, 5 in à t ws _ every one (that is not 

| Tear blind) may, by plain Matters Fact, diſtover the real 

Endeavours and Hopes of the Enemies. of Her ſacred 

os een 4 NN, the Proteſlant Religion, and the happy 

Conſtitution of Great Kita with much mate Certainty; than it 

- + he-had been 1 — preſent ãt their t Conference. Sup- 

12 to de intercepted as it cane trom France. - Publiſhed by : 2 
er of Mankind in general, and of every faithful Subject ot 


Fer Sacred Majeſty's, in particular. London. Printed and are to 
be (old by A. Baldwin, iu Farwick- Lau; and by T. we 4. on, at the 
_ Weſt-Corger of the Royal-Exchanye, in Cornbill. 1710, * 24. 

> — wy rs 4 Or, Modern Inconſiſten-ies; With an 

Exp! 8 vety uſerul for theſe diſtracted Times. Price 1d. 
here is likewiſe to be had all the Controverſies betwixt the 
Biſhop of ter and Mr. Hoady 7, and the Pamphlets wrote 
ain and for Mr. , and maſt of the late amphſcts in 
indication of the Revolution, and of the preſent Government 


aud Miniſtry. 


